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From Cycle to Cycle

The Sun may be clouded yet ever the Sun

Will sweep on its course till the cycle is run,
And when into chaos the systems are hurled,
Again shall the Builder reshape a new world.

Your path may be clouded, uncertain your goal;
I Move on, for the orbit is fixed in your soul;
And though it may lead into darkness of night
The Torch of the Builder shall furnish new light.

You were and you will be; know this while you are;
Your Spirit has traveled long and afar.

[t came from the Source, to the Source it returns;
The spark that was lighted eternally burns.

It slept in a jewel, it leaped in the wave;

It roamed in the forest, it rose from the grave;
It took on strange garbs for long eons of years,
And now in the soul of yourself it appears.

From body to body your Spirit speeds on;

[t seeks a new form when the old one is gone;

And the form that it finds is the fabric you wrought
On the loom of the mind with the fiber of thought.

As dew is drawn upward, in rain to descend,
Your thoughts drift away and in destiny blend.
You cannot escape them, for petty or great,
Or evil, or noble, they fashion your fate.

Somewhere in the future, sometime and somehow,
Your life will reflect all the thoughts of your now.
The law is unerring; no blood can atone;

The structure you rear you must live in alone.

From cycle to cycle, through time and through space,
Your lives with your longings will ever keep pace.

All that you ask for, and all you desire,

Must come at your bidding, as flames out of fire.

You are your own devil, you are your own god,

You fashioned the paths that your footsteps have trod,
And no one can save you from error or sin,

Until you shall hark to the Spirit Within.

Once list to that voice and all tumult is done,

Your life is the life of the Infinite One,

In the hurrying race you are conscious of pause,
With Love for the purpose, and Love for the cause.

Author unknown
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FEATURE

A Psalm of Life

WHAT THE HEART OF
THE YOUNG MAN
SAID TO THE PSALMIST

Tell me not, in mournful
numbers,

Life is but an empty dream!

For the soul is dead that
slumbers,

And things are not what they
seem.

Life is real! Life is earnest!

And the grave is not its goal;

Dust thou art, to dust
returnest

Was not spoken of the soul.

Not enjoyment, and not
SOITOW,

[s our destined end or way;

But to act, that each
tomorrow

Find us farther than to-day.

Art is long, and Time is fleeting,

And our hearts, though stout and brave,

Still, like muffled drums, are beating
Funeral marches to the grave.

In the world’s broad field of battle,
In the bivouac of Life,

Be not like dumb, driven cattle!

Be a hero in the strife!

Trust no Future, howe’er pleasant!
Let the dead Past bury its dead!
Act—act in the living Present!
Heart within, and God o’erhead

Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time;

Footprints, that perhaps another,
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main,

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, shall take heart again.

Let us, then, be up and doing,
With a heart for any fate;

Still achieving, still pursuing,
Learn to Labor and to wait.

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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EDITORIAL

Toward the Summer of the Spirit

VERY YEAR the intersecting cycles of numinous ideas that generate thoughts. It is the
of the earth, moon and stars weave oufountainhead of love that draws us, stills and renews
sensory experience in subtle and-draus. It is the homestar of our highest consciousness.
matic ways.The world of the physical As students of esoteric Christianitwe have
enses draws us out and up towards th@wakened to the reality of spigtherpetual summer
suns solstitial enthronement, where noon is likdrom whence Christ radiates His Glpfgr which
Jericho and dusk is a stately pageant, where hdlie earths bright abundance is like the floral
the wide heaven flowers in opulent colors and theitness at a hidden wedding. Intermediate is life ip
light lingers as if reluctant to leave. the First Heaven, the upper Desi¥orld, the
At this time of the yearwe can almost fget Spiritualists’Summerland. Lovelyto be sure, but
that there is something else, something behind arsdill “out there.”With respect to th&Vorld of Life
above such Igesse of light, a quality that is neverSpirit, it is as winter to summer
visible. In midsummerforms are so perfectly Do you catch glimpses of rare thought-wings?
filled out and nature’ slow crescendo of myriad Do you hear indéble callings froniWholebeing?
unfoldment is so vital and prodigal that the proceskvite them back, seek whence they came, nurtufe
itself can seem a sort of fulfilment—so that we arehe disposition that received them. Know them gs
in the world and of itThe physical world has us, apprehensions of life-giving truth come to blesg
requites us—almost. and uplift you.Where they touch down is the
For modern humanityeven in high summer solarium of your consciousness. Go there and keep
there can be disconnethe suns manifest splendor its space bright with impulses of love and praise. |t
does not so easily penetrate and fill the inneis your sanctuarywherever you go, it goes with
spaces.This is understandableVe seek a yet you.And light may appear there at any time, fron
brighter sun and the dimensions that give rise tthe Shekinah of your SpiriTthe wordlessvoice
natures forms and vitalip\We intuit worlds imme  too, in the unlikeliest of places in your day’
diately within us, before the outward eyes can sejilderness, may assure you: you are my beloved
closer than nigh$’ enveloping darkness. son; you are my beloved daughter
And our intuition is true. Our spirit haasti- The Kingdom of Heaven of each Ego is first ag
mations of the invisible country of its origiAs a mustard seed—and yet nothing less than the
exquisite as is the rosefragrance, it is ephemeral, womb of a cosmos, an embryonic sun of the Spirif.
elusive, and but grazes the mias of our inward We each are that seed dropped down into the fielfds
nessWe seek a life of which we are a more integrabf mater by the Divine SoweAs we yearly move
part, something far more intimately interfused withtowardthe high tide of outward light, may it be a
our consciousnesand this longing, this seeking, token of our drawing closer to the realms of inngr
increases the more we become confirmed in arlgyht though light-gathering, light-giving service in
conformed to the supersensible presence of tlike name of the Sun of Righteousness, the trlie
causative worlds—worlds even above the spheraght of the world. W
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MYSTIC LIGHT

M editation:
| Am the Resurrection

HRIST'S WALKING on this earth
must have been a marvellous selfy!
recognition. He looked up to the light, #
nd in the innermost being of light He §
found Himself—I| am the Light of the Fs
world. He looked down to the earth, took up the breajjif#&?
and said again “That, | am.” Nothing greater tha
this recognition had ever happened in a manul. ¥
Christ expressed that which He now felt to bé&=
His own innermost being in the parable of the goo &
shepherd. In it, without mentioning the word love
He spoke of devotion even unto dedib .this cor
responds the saying about the door to other m¢&s
which can only be found in selfless lo¥ecording
to His own saying, Christ spoke no word “ofj -.} /
Himself,” but announced “that which the Fathej f\]
had given Him."And so He has revealed to men G
the “Name of God.” In the Oldestament the ,'/
greatest moment is that in which Jehovah \} 5 it
Moses in the loneliness of the desert, and in ans Auct, D. in. 2.1, folio 40, verso, Bodleian Library, Oxford
to the question, “What is thy name?” replied, “l arr St. John the Evangelist
the | am; that is My name; by it shall | be thoth-Fl;zt\e/eiﬁllgr\:sed|30fsh%rxlrft|natﬁltg ?rﬂetziflet\rllgl |ﬁ8rl:1rfrr1]an(30?1$\?v(|atlhahr::
of fc_)r ever _and e_Vé’rTh_'S “I_ am” is taken up by iconic eagle and the cup whose poison did not harm him.
Christ and filled with all its rich conternthe name
of God is “ revealed.” concrete to menlrhey scarcely get beyond a very
All that we have discussed hitherto is nothingordinary feeling of holiness or reverence. Here the
but an exposition of the first request in the Lerd’ way is shown by which life may become the-ful
Prayer : “Hallowed b&hy name”—an exposition fillment of this request, as we become able every
such as is given by the Gospels. Despite the eourwhere, above and belpowithout and within, to
less times that the Losl’Prayer has been prayed,read the name of God and to hallow it. By it may
this first request has hardly been at all living oraises himself at the same time to the last and high
This is the fifth in a series of articles takeanfr Friedrich est knowledge which is possibfél knowledge is

Rittelmeyels Meditation, Guidance of the Inner Ljfeub  Ultimately knowledge of God. But knowledge of
lished by Floris Books, Edinbgin. Reprinted with permission. God is, in the sense of JoBnGospel, the true
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“blessedness.” “This is life eternal, that they may
know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Chris
whomThou hast sentAnd thus all human knowl
edge becomes deeper and truer the more
becomes like to the self-knowledge of Christ
which we have described above.

In our time, when life, belying itself, has set
itself strongly to the acquisition of knowledge, it
does not help to redeem men to call them aws
from knowledge to that which, with grand words
and confused thinking, one calls “ Faith,” but it
does help to redeem them if one carries knowledg
itself onwards, raising it to its Johannine height|
which is today still the utmost height, a -faf _
height, above all our present knowledge. For afj
physical and chemical knowledge, all biologica
and mathematical-astronomical knowledge leacyn
only to a richer and deeper revelation of the “| am§s
which lives behind all phenomena. It is thereforg
the hallowing of the life of thought, of the striving
of our present age for knowledge, towards whicl® Fresea, Fra Angelico s Berioz25 Gozzof, Gornventa di San Marco, Florence
we are developing through these meditations cAII that we see mur‘:’geu;ze??;rgcrt;?/g out of which Christ is
the f;}ms”—ln full harmony with the GOSpel' willing to arise. Men can come to a new Easter faith by the

Up till now we have been looking into a Nnewnhelp of this saying: “l am theesurection and the life.”
world of space with its four directions: upward,
downward, outward, inwardhe last three “| ams” “Weaving in the widths of space and in the depths
help us similarly to build up a new tire. of time,” says thé\ct of Consecration of Maf.

At the present time men have a strong feeling for The first thing which we allow to bring us a new
the costliness of time, for its value in monbwut future may be the saying, “I am the resurrectiop
little feeling for the holiness of time. For example,and the life” (John 1:25). In this saying we may
they do not know what it means to sit in the sacrednce and for all immerse our future, as it were
stream of time and bathe in it as the Indians batheaptizing it in it. Everywhere that future is pre
in the Ganges. It was in old Persia that men firstious in which Chrisg ego arises and guides a ney
became clearly awake to space and tMikile the life. All that we see around us is a grave out gf
Indians built themselves up and rejoiced andavhich Christ is willing to ariseThe men of today
feared in the infiniteness of space and time, whave no real future. If they think of the future of th
find in Zarathustra sublime words about the gocarth, they represent to themselves an endlgss
who reveals himself in space and tiftée must development to which, howeyean end is appointed
win back these experiences in a new Way by the relentless approach of destruction by heat.
1. Note: incidentallyl hear that thez ar not seven but eight And concerning themselves, men believe that
‘I ams.” The saying, “Thou sayest that | am a king” (John death may well be the end of all, and that the only
e e S, % g oo’ brave, honorable, and modiest thing s to desire fo
fession, and along with the answér am the Messiah® ~further life; but if it should continue they hope to
(John 4: 26) and the answer “l am the Son of God” (Lukebe a fair average representative of the maijoifity
22:70), forms a grup of confessions. they have behaved themselves fairly decently he
2. TheAct of the Consecration of Man is the Communionupon earth.

Service of the Christian Community movement for the .
renewal of eligious life though a living experience of Christ. Now that the old Easter faith has collapsed, men
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will never come to a new Easter faith except by that first we do not seem to succeed in holding fa
help of this saying: “I am the resurrection and théhroughout our daily life the mood of meditation.
life.” They may make all sorts of spiritualistic Rudolf Steiner who had most experience in this
guesses perhaps. But a belief in what lies beyorgphere, even advised that one should not try to ha
this life, which can endure and which in the fullesfast the mood of meditation throughout alaily
sense makes life fruitful, must be built up todaylife....The cleagrcalm view of everyday eventsust
from within, out of the ego in man, which throughon no account be lost, if a man would undiee his
Christ experiences its resurrection from the dead:higher development.” Otherwise he wolldcome

It is of the greatest importance just here that wan unskilled dreamer
should work at ourselves in exactly the right way For the religious exercises also, which we her
With each “I am” we may represent to ourselvesdvise, it would be an error to imagine that one cg
that we are wrapped in the greater Ego of Christ. Hold fast throughout the whole day the high moo
surrounds us like a cloak of light, full of purity andof the quarteof-an-houts meditation, that one
goodnessAnd our meditation consists in this, thatshould feel unhappy if one does not succeed, a
we are ever saying yes to this efjo.say “yes” to that one should long for the quiet quaidéan-
Christ means in the Biblical sense “to believad  hour It is much more important to meditate as
our meditation is an active acquiring of this “belief.”strongly as possible, but then, after one has-reg

We do not need to think of details about Christ—pitulated it once more, and driven home the resy
we may also do that, so long as by it we do not getf the meditation, to let it drop and give oneself u
away from that which is central. But we may alsavholeheartedly to daily life—with the “I” which
bring to activity a continuous assent in our soul fonow lives in us. One thus delivers the meditatio
this Ego of Christ, as we first find it. Perhaps weup to death—but also experiences its resurrectio

shall be able at first to think only of the “historical This does not mean that we could not often in th

Jesus,” or of divinity in generalhen let us remain course of the day recall the highest that was aliv
there in that until something more arises for usn us. On the contrayypne might propose, at least
But by experience we know that it is not at all gooaevery time the clock strikes the hpapnsciously
simply to assent to this higher egbhat easily to recall to life the highest that was contained i
becomes numb and wearisome. But one may takeir meditation. But this purpose is faitilt to
pains to assent ever more strongiyan ever more carry out. It is still better to return into the templg
living and exclusive way to experience this egdefore every new piece of work which we begin
with ones whole person, and to let oneself be morand to pass out to this work from thence. But eve
and more penetrated by it. this can scarcely be don&/e are not yet so strong
One will thus gradually learn that there areand so well-trained inwardly that we are able to d

degrees of this penetration of which one had ndhat which will be a matter of course to men of

even a distant idea. So awake, so sure, so enduritgter times. Our inner life is weak in comparisor
so spiritual, so living can the presence of a highewith the outer life which constantly oppresses ug
ego be in the soul, as if really a spirit were fillingWe shall learn only gradually to live consciously

its temple.The power of meditation, or we might out of the higher ego, which is formed in meditation.

also say the power of reverence, awakes in uslt ought not even to vex us if we are disturbed i
undreamed of things, when we practice th€ms  meditation itself, perhaps at its best moment. It is
fact alone throws a remarkable light upon the tallproof of our inner training if we are always able td
of those who say that from pure reverence to Gocdome calmly and peacefully out of our meditatior
we ought not to “practice” in the religious spherewhen a summons from the outer world reaches (
At the very least this is the talk of inexperiencelf we cannot do this, then something in our medi
But in such talk there lies an unconscious criméation is not in orderSoon there develops in us
against humanity ourselves the feeling that we are spoiling again t

If we exert ourselves, we need have no anxiety ibest that has come or shall come to us if at thjs
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moment we do not remain quiet anfiEge
joyful. Even when we stand befort g
the door which leads to a highe
experience, the calm of spirit whic
we have acquired by meditation, argssss
which we ought to bring out of oul 4
meditation into daily life, should bey
more important and stronger for
than any particular thing which wg
were about to acquire. If we succeed
this, then our fellow men will receive
only good through our meditation. R o

Here now we may answer the que ' -
tion: Can one meditatéoo mucl?
Certainly one can. If so mudhme is
devoted to meditation that ong,
neglects one’ duty for it, or if one /
thereby becomes a stranger to org '\,
nary life, or falls into a dozing statey
then there is no longer any profit it Sl
meditation, but it may become harny %=
ful to ourselves and others.

No one can be excused fror o The Raising of Lazarus _
guarding himself against these e1a_|ln meditation we can experience fully amglty that out of the Ego of Christ

. flow resurection and life. Out of this “I” a new world is born.
gers.We can give no more than gen

eral hints here. One can only say: See whether yabat the gospel itself f#rs us a complete medita
become more capable; see whether your mingbn in the story of the raising of Lazar¥se our

becomes clearer and strongkeife itself will tell  selves are resting in the grave of the eaki& may

you clearly enough whether you are upon the righteel our skeleton to be the vault in which we ar
way. In the physical life one cannot tell anyoneentombedWe are he who is sick; but we are als(
how much he may eat, or how much he ought the “whom the Lord loves,” and Martha and Mary
eat; one can only advise him to develop such also are in our own soul. Doubt and sorrow—truly

Tempera on wod, F I-i-(:(-) (c. 1400-1- ) Museo di San Marco, Florence

keen perception of his bodily condition that thisout of these two forces in the soul the two earthly

itself will tell him, and it will tell him clearly philosophies of death, skepticism and pessimisn
enough. So it is in the life of the soul. have arisen. Even the more conventional lame
Having made this restriction, we shall continuevhich adapts itself to the sorrowful circumstance
to say much more about meditatiémd we are of without rightly feeling their meaning, is present in
the opinion that as long as thousands of peoplie storylt is represented by the weeping Jews.
have still so much time to solve crossword puzzles; One may become conscious of this saying q
i.e., to meditate upon them, so long will there beChrist, “I am the resurrection,” in the morning as on
hundreds to meditate upon an “l arArid as long awakesAnd there may come to be people who wil
as there are hundreds of thousands willing to heanake it a law of their lives to awake at this saying g
that “all is quiet on the western front,” so long will Christ as Lazarus awoke in the grave at Bethany-
there be thousands willing to hear that new truth i€hrist passes us, calls to us and awakes us. If
coming from the Gospel. experience this, the result is an indescribable-sar
When we meditate upon the saying about théfication of our awakeningThe word which was
resurrection, we are in the happy case of finding§irst spoken to Martha: “I am the resurrection an
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the life,” built itself like a new world around strongest inward impressions are not strong
Lazarus, who lay there in the grave before thenough to do everythingVe must bring our will
redeeming call came. So can the Ego of Chrishto activity, for we can resolve to do so. But ther
enwrap us in meditation before the awakeningve are only at the beginning.woman once said
word itself is spoken. to me: “If Christianity demands of me love of my

We then experience fully and really that out oenemythen I give up Christianity on the spot.” But
this “I” resurrection and life flowWe feel most one gets an ever finer feeling for the fact that, as|a
decidedly that out of this “I” a new world is born, Christian, one must never and in no way think qof
which is diferent, quite diierent, from the world of the future “as the heathen do,” that Christianity
death in which we liveThis world is much brighter must be in our glance when we look at the world.
more living, more spiritual, more irradiated by thisNot that we should quote texts from the Bible o
“I.” It is not presumption, it is the real accep every occasion; not that we should “simply
tance of this saying of Christ, of this commit the future to God” (that is
deed of Christ, when we try to expe As Mohammedanism, but not Christi-
rience for ourselves this miracl in the atom anity), but that in us is present the
of Lazarus in the very eleme : will of Christ who stood at the
tary way in which it is possiblg there is the whole grave of LazarusAnd the earth
to experience it at first. Chris  SyStem of suns, so itself is everywhere the grave.
does not actually say only in our “I” the “New It is a very sacred feeling
Lazarus’grave: “| am the resur " when in us a piece of the world

Jerusalem” is
there.

rection and the life,” but He always is redeemed, because the light of
says so; this is always said out of His Christ shines into the darkness of
personality when we have His living our future. One feelgsmmediately how
presence with us. It ide, not one of His sayings. much the “penetration by Chrisi§ advanced. Let

If we feel this, then we also know where ourone but notice constantly how a mighty new world
future lies.He is the future of humanity and the springs up—there is no better way of putting it—
future of the world. Now for the first time we rec out of the “I” of Christ, out of the inner center of
ognize clearly that men think quite wrongly of theHis life, and one will experience concretely wha
future. They hopefor the future or theyear the the “New Jerusalem” is, and how the “New
future. We ought to create the future, In all ourJerusalem” comes into beirgs in the atom there
thinking about the future the story of Lazarus caiis the whole system of suns, so in our “I” the “New
help us. Everywhere we see the grave, and thkerusalem” is there.
sickness unto death, in the world of nations as well Then two kinds of Christianity are no longer|
as the physical world, in the fate of individuals agossible:A Christianity which looks for a world
well as in a general survey of our times. Everyeatastrophe, whereas in the inward parts, in the “I}’
where, in front of the grave, stands Chisid we the great catastrophe, the great revolution is going
need only enter into His “I” with our hearing andon; and a Christianity which waits for a beyond
our feeling, and then the new world comes fortlwhereas this beyond is breaking into the here and
from Him. This world does not come of itself, it now. But just as impossible for us, when we look
comes out of the “I am” of Christ. But this “I am” again to the East and to tki¢est, is a view of the
desires to break into our “lI am,” to break throughworld such as we find in the East, which desires {o
it. And it can break into the old world only throughredeem men out of this world of death, wheregs
our “l.” Thus our relationship to the future will Christ is the resurrection within the “I,” and a view
become diierent—will become active and heroic. of the world such as we find in th&est, which

Now we see how we must work, so that we majooks for the end of life in the destruction of the
gain the right view of the future, in details, andworld by fire, whereas Christ is life proceeding out
also as a whole. It does not come of its&ffd our  of the “l.” (Continued) [

RAYS 00



MYSTIC LIGHT

The Mystery of Golgotha
The Evolution of
the Cosmos of Love

E HAVE CONSIDERED the
stages of the Passion as fundafjii |
mental principles and stages of]
the path of Christian Initiation.* ji
Now it would be of value to Qv
study the Mystery of Golgotha itself as a spiritual; L
historical and cosmic event. In doing so we shaj ¢
come again upon the events of the Passion, thou
from another angléWe shall no longer consider
them as stages of Initiation, but in their spiritua
and cosmic scope as the sacrifice of Christ Jesu
For the significance of the Mystery of Golgothale
is not limited to the metamorphoses of human cor
sciousness as they occur in Initiation and also i : ¥
the karmic course of history; it is an event which T
concerns the Wh0|e Earthgﬂnism’ the Planetary Watercolor (50.1 cm by 38.1 cm). IIIuratio-n forn Mtn’s Paradise t, William Blake
System, and the Spiritual Hierarchies of Good an®757-127)- Gift by Subscription, Courtesy, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

; ; . ; Michael Foretelling the Crucifixion to Adam
Evil. It concerns the universe; no group of being The Archangel, winged and atéd in the military garb of a

in the universe is untected by the Mystery of cherybim, mediates a vision of the Crucified Son Who sha
GolgothaAnd it concerns every being in the world redeem fallen humanity and its worlcanduished will be the

because it is the germ of a new Cosmos. For ttdemonic trinity of Death, Sin (and Cerberus, aigirate at the

: . : foot of the apss), and the Devil (Serpent). Deathppearance
Cosmos, as it exists at present, and as it h as the Father signifies that the Soeacrifice ends the tyranny
evolved through the Saturn, Sun, Moon, and Eariof the etributive Old Estament FatheGod Jehovah.

periods up to the Mystery of Golgotha, is a

Cosmos oWisdom which is to become a CosmosGolgotha. For all other facts pertain either to th

of Love. preparations for this Mystery or to its aftdfects.
The statement that the present Cosmos dafhe Mystery of Golgotha itself is the decisive-fac

Wisdom is to become a Cosmos of Love containtor; and it is the object of this study to show both

a whole world of occult facts. But at the center othat it is so, and to what extent it is so.

1%}

this throng of facts stands the Mystery of The present Cosmos, as it is perceived by the

*See the last six issues of the Rays for articles on the PassictENS€S, may be experienced as “frozen wisdon).

This is the first of thee articles on the cosmic consequencesl he great moral impression made upon Man by the

of the Mystery of Golgotha. It is drawnofm \alentin  \whole world-structure is essentially a formation of
Tombeug's studies of the Newe$tament and isprinted with

permission of thé&nthroposophic Pess, Hudson NY 12534.
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masse®f wisdom have flowed into the worlthd  Initiation or in the state of consciousness betwegn
have congealed to the Copernicaachina coelestis death and a new birth. In either state, Man npp
Wisdom is everywhere in the world; the world islonger experiences the universe only as rigidifie
drenched through and through with wisdom. EveryWisdom—as thexpressionof Wisdom—he feels
plant, every aganism, all movements of the heav himself submeged in a suging sea of flooding
enly bodies bear witness to this; but the world i$Visdom.
stark and chill and hollow to the souls of m&he This flooding, streaminyVisdom encircles the
words of Nietzsche, “The world—a door to thou soul of man in overwhelming measure, so that fqr
sand wildernesses dumb and cold,” will find arthe soul it is not, as in the state of earthly-cor
echo in every human soul that inquires, not onlgciousness, a question of making an entrance for
concerning facts and laws in the universe, but alsé/isdom; rather is it important that in this sea of
concerning the soul itself. Fepulis not revealed purposefulWisdom she should assert herself as fa
in the universe; the laws soul, with the content of

&N

of the universe bear
witness to a wonderful
wisdom—wisdom in
whose presence huma

In the fairy-tale of Snow-
white the image of the

a soul. For the welter of
flooding content in
which the soul is
plunged threatens to

crystal tomb with the dead
maiden guarded by dwarfs
gives expression to the fact
that the present Cosmos is a
Cosmos of Wisdom in which
Love is lacking.

reason feels itself a
dwarf, a tiny creature—
but the rigid lines of
these laws form only
the coffin of the soul.

It is not a dull opaque
coffin, it is transparent

make the soul appear
devoid of content and
unsignificant.The souls
environment is so full of
light that she can only
feel herself as a shadow
within the encircling
as crystal, but it is rigid radianceAnd she would
and muteAt the same time, howevat bears wit  actually be condemned to a shadow-existence if
ness to what is lacking in it. For as cold bears witwere not that she brings with her from the Earth
ness to warmth and rigidity to movement, so doeforce, a content, which makes it possible for he
the cosmic cdin bear witness to the soul. In thisnot to lose heibeing. This is the force she has
sense the crystal dof “contains” the soul and learned on the Eartiyhich becomes in the soul the
demonstrates—through the media of its coldnedaculty of Love.

and rigidity—what the soul would necessarily be if The faculty of Love is received by the soul aftef

it lived in the world; it shows the figure of tdead death as a force which has the virtue of subsistir
soul. side by side with Cosmi@visdom. It was earlier

Thus there arises before the soul of him whespecially at the period immediately preceding thE

perceives the universe as a “moral impression” thelystery of Golgotha, that the soul actually becam
immensely significant fairy tale &now-whitethe more and more a shadow after dedthe “realm
crystal tomb with the dead maiden guarded byf shades” of the ancient Greeks was a reaiiby
dwarfs. This image gives expression to the facin the sense, of course, that the realm itself wa
that the present Cosmos is a Cosmad/istdlom in
which Love is lacking. demned to a shadow-existenddey could bring
This is the essential result of contemplation ofvith them out of their earthly existence into thg
the universe from the outside—as it appears to thgpiritual World nothing which was as significant
consciousness between birth and death. But Mas the light of that world’Wisdom. For life on
can also learn to know the universe from thd=arth could only give a reflection of tWgisdom
other—that is, from the inside. He learns to knovof the SpirituaMorld; hence, what the soul could
the inside of the universe either on the path dbring with it into the SpirituaWorld was also only

dark, but that the souls of the dead were-con
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a reflection or shadow of th¥iforld. And the soul
bringing this shadow with her could only feel
herself to be “the shadow of a shadbvithe
semblance of a semblance.”
But the destiny of the human soul has altere
since the Mystery of Golgotha; for now the huma
soul entering the SpiritudVorld through the gate
of death can bring with it from the Earth something
which is not reflection and shadptwut is, on the
contrary of essential value—something which
bears within itself the germ of a new world-order
For if the old world-orderthe order oWisdom, is
expressed in the rule of MeasuM/eight and
Number since the Mystery of Golgotha, a fourth
element flows through the human soul into thg
cosmic ordera new element which delivers the
other three from rigidity and, at the same time
restores to them their original purpose. For th
original content oWeight, Measure and Number
was not heaviness, limitation and quantithe [ K ;
celestial archetypes of NumbeMeasure and The cult of the physical body and the valuation of the mats
Weight are diferent from the congealed expres rial world was pomoteq 'in qncient Egypt with thg practiC(_as
; ; of embalming, mummification, and opulent burials, which
sion of them in the lower world. . . had the effect of keeping the human spirit earthbound.
That which, todayhas becom@é/eight was orig
inally the primal force o$acrificein the descent to mission on Earth of Incarnation.
the Incarnation. But this tri&eight was “betrayed”  But just asWeight in its original significance
during the first Post-Atlantean Culture-epoch—thevas betrayed by thé&ncient Indian civilization
Ancient Indian epoch. In that period originated theand fell a victim toAhrimanizing, so during the
bent towards “weightlessness”; that is, the endeavémcient Persian Culture-epoch was Measurg
to be disloyal to the Earth, to be emancipated frorbetrayed when that civilization refused to follow tg
her The karmic consequence of the fact thathe end the pure path pointed out by the great
Ancient India “left her first love” was that “@ght”  Zarathustra, but chose to enter into relations o¢f
forfeited its meaning as the “first love” (Apocalypsecompromise with thduranian elemenfThe con
11: 4) and undeAhriman’s* influence became the sequence of that compromise was that, in the
“spirit of heaviness.” karma of mankind, Measure became restriction, |a
Similarly, the original purpose of Measure wasprinciple of confinement; it became, indeed, thg
not the limitation or restriction for which it stands“prison” into which “the tempter shall cast you
today but the power of fulfilling the spiritual mis for ten days.” (Revelation 2:10)
sion on Earth, the force of patience in the created The principle of “Numbet too, became purely
being. If Weight originally signified the force of quantitative as the result of the betrayal perpetrats
descent in the vertical direction of Incarnation, s@gainst its original meanin@his occurred during
also Measure signified the horizontal direction othe Egypto-Chaldaic Culture-epoch, when th
the path of life on which is to be reached that-releoriginal significance of Number as the force of th¢
tionship between Heaven and Earth which is thessential structure of immortal beings was change¢d
*All that prompts humanity to believe that materiadation into its opposite—into an assemblage of perishable

is the only eality ultimately derives ém the influence of bodily units.The celestial archetype—that is, the

Ahriman. This spirit has a contracting, rigidifying effect on truth of Number—is, howevethe fact that there
the vital body and mmotes cold, abstract, earth-bound logic.
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are many individualities within thejEEs
world. And the very reason why Lr;g

are many of them is that each has a-qu. { £%
itative significance for the world whicHpses
no other can have. If any one individ

world as a whole would be imperfecfte
just as a symphony would be with or_ =
note lacking.

the Heavens. But the application
Number was diverted from the eternal s
individual to the bodily and thence &=+
arose the materialism of which on

expression was mummificationAmcient ~Augustine Washes the Feet of the Pilgrim Christ
Egypt. The Apocalypse describe<The initiatory emblem for the humble mind dedicated to serving the wor

- L L . -and all its ceatues is footwashingA soul so imbued with Christlike humil
mateﬂahsm In its Oljlglna_l form as t_hfity offsets the materializing effect of the fall and conquers egoic heavine
doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which

thing | hate” (Revelation 2:15)—a doctrine whichseventy times seven mustgfeeness be granted
is as clearly the karma of the “betrayal” of Numbeiand that true Number is expressed, for instance,
as the “prison” and the “loss of the first love” arethe Parable of the one Lost Sheep at whose fecc
karmic consequences of the betrayal of Measumry there was more joy among thegels than for
andWeight. the other ninety and nine.

But now every human soul which, during its For the Gospel, read in the light of Spiritua

25

s r t E '--'- “
Engraving, c. 1624, from Life of Augustine, contained in The Life of the Brethren, Schelte a Boswert

earthly existence, has received, at least into its lif§cience, contains ensouled concepts of Numbe

of ideation, the Christ-impulse brings into theMeasure andVeight. The concepts become expe
Spiritual World something which it there changesriences in the SpiritudVorld, and the experiences
into resurrectional forces of original Numbper become forces with which a new world can bg
Measure andVeight. Through the Christ-impulse built in accordance with the Neiestament sig
the soul experiences the resurrection of Numbenificance ofWeight, Measure and Number
Measure andVeight—first in the SpiritualWorld, When Number Measure andWeight in the
but later with the next incarnation, the power of theworld are ensouled, then is the new Cosmg
experience flows into the earthly existence, and thetbere—the Cosmos of Love, which is to follow on
becomes the &dctive germ of a new world the dying Cosmos dVisdom.The future Cosmos
order—a new world order in which thWisdom-  will, however come into existence in stagésid
tomb of the soul formed from the frozen Numberthe Jupitefexistence, which will follow immeéli
Measure antiVeight will be melted, and the soul in ately on the Earth-existence, will be the stage (
Number Measure andiVeight will become living. the conquered spirit of heaviness—the resurrectig
Then the human soul will experience, even duringf true Weight. The subsequentenus-phase will
its earthly existence—as it can be experiencelde the cosmic stage of the ensouling of all Mez
today in the SpirituaWWorld after death, or on the sure in the universé&nd theVulcan existence will
path of Initiation—that tru&Veight, for example, be the stage of the resurrection of Number in if
is contained in Foot-washing; that true Measuré&ue significance of a community of immortal indi
is contained in the wordsiot seven times, but vidualities. (Continued) O

in
v

\1”4

n

|

12

RAY S 00



MYSTIC LIGHT

Service and I ntuition

HE PURPOSE OF THE Western

Wisdom Teachings “is to satisfy{'

the mind by intellectually explain §

ing the world mysteryso that the

devotional side of the studesit’
nature may be allowed to develop along lin
which the intellect has approved.” If th&®
Rosicrucian Philosophy do@®t give the stu EasEs
dent an earnest desire to transcendptiid of §
knowledge and pursue the path of devotig
the Teachings, in Max Heindal'view have
not achieved their purpose.

The Path of Knowledge

teachings because to pursue the path of kn o;"
edge for thesake of knowledge and not feer FE ===t S i o _ o o

. . . . Theophilius Schweighart (born Daniel M b ulum Sophicum Rhodostauroticum, 1604,
vice endS In b|aC|<magIC We have reCE'Ved Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin—Preussischer Kulturbesitz—Handschriftenabteilung
our mind from the Lords of Mind. In the BibleFor Schweighart, a Rosicrucian, prayarg) and acts of devotion
they are called “Powers of Darkness” by pginformed by Holy Scripterare the major work (Eyon) of the aspi

q idered evil t of th rant to spiritual development, whilegparation of the Philosopher
and are consiaered evil on account o eS'Stone, shown above maturing in the waetiort of natue, and phys

arative tendency appertaining to the plane jcal labor (labora)are contributory but subsidiary \atks (Paegon).
reason. [Sense-based] reason is the produc. u:

selfishness.Therefore our mind is naturally The Path of Devotion
separative and prone to resent authotityoves Intense dedication to high !deals, the imitation
more to rule the lower than to obey the higher andf Christ Jesus in our daily life, and the faithful
it added cunning to desire, enabling passion anstactice of the morning (concentration) and
wickedness to infiltrate thinking. evening (retrospection) exercises initiates a
As the occultist unfolds along intellectual lines,alchemical process that takes place within the ter
he must learn to feel his knowledge else he cannpte of the living God. It is firstly a process of
live it. In that way devotion safely guides the intel purification. Two of the keywords of the sign
lect. Thus, the safe path develops both heaWirgo areserviceand purity. As we know it is
(through observation and discrimination) and heatlways from aVirgin that saviors are born. If we
(through devotion and adoration). want the Christ to be born within us, it is necessaty

=
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to purify ourselves through loving service, whichheart, which as instantaneously flashes to the brgin
“may be defined as the best use of our talents—tttarough the medium of the pneumogastric nerve
putting of our talents to the best use in each case @sulting in ‘first impression’—the intuitional
immediate need regardless of like or dislike."impulse, which is always good, because it is drawin
Through devotion to the higher life, the studendirectly from the fountain of CosmM/isdom and
eliminates undesirable habits or traits of charactdrove.” (Cosmo p. 398)

by superseding mere desire. The unifying Life Spirit is the seat of divine love
and the vital body is its lower counterpditie Life
A Practical Way of Living Spirit has its seat primarily in the pituitary body

If we want to make some shewbread and extraeind secondarily in the heafihe pituitary body is
from it the aroma of service, we must be faithfukuled by Uranus, the planet of altruisitherefore
workers in the vineyard of Christ. It matters lessntuition is a Uranian quality=ollowing upon these
what we believe and more how we live; it is less @onsiderations it is obvious that we should striv
question of faith and more a matter of showing ouby all means to develop our responsiveness [o
faith by our works. Our life is the reflection of our these “messages of guidance.”
inner beingWhat do we want to show and what do From the fact that intuitions impress themselves
we show to the world? If we want to be able tdirectly upon the reflecting ether of the vital bpdy
extract the aroma of service during the eveningve can draw two conclusions:
exercise, we must do our utmost to cultivate the (1) The more we develop our soul body (made @
opportunities that are f@red usWithout produe the two higher ethers), the more we will be able t
ing this quintessential aroma, the Gold&edding respond to intuition;

112

O =

Garment cannot be made. (2) The more readily we learn to recognize an
intuition and follow its dictates, the more frequently
INTUITION it will inform us, to our eternal welfare.

It is our responsibility to carry on the transfor Brain-based reason is the product of selfishnegs.
mation of our personality through regeneration, sénd reason must give way to something higher—
that the Life Spirit (Christ), the seat of divine love,to intuition.
may shine in our heart and be our guide. However we look at the matteve always return

Intuition (teaching from within) is a faculty of to the same point—étra et labora” We must learn
the Life Spirit. If we practice our ideals faithfully to do what is right and true so that the Christ may
we shall find ourselves greatly advanced upon thgrow within.And as we evolve the Christ-principle
path of soul growth. within, we will act according to the dictates of the

We know that the Life Spirit is the true Christ Spirit through Intuition, and all we do will be done
principle in man and that it is the particular workin love. This is the only way to emancipate the
of the WesternWorld to evolve this Christ prinei mind from its bondage to desire.
ple, to form the Christ within that it may shine Max Heindel tells us that in the Sixth Post;
through the material darkness of the present timétlantean Epoch the “Life Spirit will implant and
We also know that Intuition is a faculty of the Liferipen the faculties of Intuition and Lov&hose
Spirit as well.Therefore we should strive to fully who aspire to become the pioneers of the coming
understand intuition and learn how do to develop itace must therefore strive to cultivate these facul

While speaking about the superconscious menties within themselves.”
ory Max Heindel tells us that “in th&/orld of Life It is only by complete emancipation through
Spirit the life spirit sees much more clearly than iLove (vital body/Christ) that man can rise abov¢
can in the densaNorlds. In its high home it is in the law (desire body/Jehovah) and become a lgw
touch with the CosmidVisdom and in any situa unto himself. Having conquered himself, he will

tion it knows at once what to do and flashes thbave conquered th&orld. l
message of guidance and proper action back to the —A Probationer
14 RAYS 00



MYSTIC LIGHT

The Crucible

In the May 1916 issue of the Rays magazine, the ellitor
Heindel, ran the following notice:

CONTESTIN SyMBOLISM

On our inside cover you will find an ancient Rosicrucian
Symbol which the Elder Bthers call ‘The Cruciblelf you
use it in your meditation it willaveal itself to you, and you
will never be able to tell anyone what you learn, for nc
human tongue can ever tell the deepest and most beauti
experiences of the soul, and it would be sacrilege to even 1
to tell.

But thee is a cosmic significance that is as a key tc
unlock the door to the spiritualdasues hidden behind the
symbol, and we will give a yéarsubscription to each of
three yearly subscribers who send in the best explanatic
before August 1st. When the prize-winning essays have be
published the editor will write on the subject.

Below we eprint “the most worthy attempt at explanation
[of the crucible symbolismjeceived to date. $\trust it may
stimulate others to dig into this mine of mystery and extrac

some of the gems of spiritual wisdom éhkidden.” trum; the musical scale; and the seven Creatiye
To our knowledge, Heindel never did write on the subjectHierarchies, which we learn in thRosicrucian
Cosmo-Conceptiofdiagram 9) were active at the
HE INTERPRETATIVE ESSENCE  beginning of our Earth Period.
of “The Crucible’—a veritable melt If to these seven (7) pyramidal terminals we add
ing pot—seems to dwell in the words the remaining two (2) triangular spaces (commen
of the old maximPer Ignum ad orative of the nameless Hierarchies) we have the
Lucem(through fire to light)The sig  number nine, or thé\pocalyptic “measure of a
nificance of this ancient Rosicrucian symbol isman (144 cubits) “which is of an angel’—typify
both microcosmic and macrocosmic as shown iimg in the Hebrew languadgeéDM or Adam, and in
the fusion of the five- and six-pointed staftie the Greek rendering of the Oldestament
association of the five and six connotes th&eptuagint, from the 12x6 tribal translators and the
eleventh zodiacal sign representing fguarian 72 days required to complete this versidie
Age, which in the United States indicates agner number of humanity is also contained in the totgl
ing that prefigures an epochal transition. of separate lines produced by segmentation.
The seven terminals of the Crucible may be A good name for the Crucible, numerically eon
emblematic of the seven world periods; the septesidered, would be “God’Acre.” A glance at the
nary constitution of man; the visible color spec figures comprising this surface measured in squafe
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rods (160) and square feet (43560) discloses theWhen studying this symbol, one is reminded of
extracts 7 and And the title is not buried in the the Caduceus in its electro-magnetic polaiyd
earth to achieve its palingenesis. we may further identify the torch or dtawith
Like the pentagram the Crucible is human inrAaron’s Rod that budded.
outline, the crossed arms and legs here manifestingNow for a moment turn the figure upside-dowr
the Androgyne, a reconciliation of opposing laws,and you will discern the goat-like head of the Saty
or peace in at-one-ment. Note its place in the eeleand his attribute th&hyrsus. In this position the
tial circle with the head iAries, the left and right plant is inverted, the torch ovarrned, revealing
shoulders inTaurus-Pisces, the hands in Cancerman in his unregenerate state—a fallen god.

=

Capricorn, and the feet iNirgo-Scorpio.As a Upright again, from sundry angles, the Crucibl¢
whole, it is keyed t&\quarius as indicated by its presents several reflecting surfaces or specula, |as
serrated structure. exemplified when the Bird of Jove wills to see his

U
1

The fragrant wild rose with its magical potenciesmage in the looking glass; Mars as a backward r
replaces the Flaming Sword of the Garden oflection and lower phase ®enus, with the Saturn
Eden. This bloom might betoken the Christmasideal mirrored in Jupiteia planet in turn that rais
Rose Helleborus nigey sometimes called Christ’ es the crude dynamic eggrof Mars into the high
herb, which later gives way to the Pasque Flpweer volition asVenus elevates and illumines the
or the liliaceous Star of Bethlehem—plant formsadumbrations of SaturnThe inchoate mind
that are not only significantly named, but whosgSaturn) and the light of reason (Mercury) bear p
disposition of floral parts follow the five-six order relationship as do the generative symbols Mais

Or, if you prefer let the open flower with its face and the Moon.
sunward, symbolize the mystic marriage blossom Mars-Mercury point to that division of the Earth
on theTree of Life (harbinger of golden fruit) not Period more definitely denoted in the Caduceus—+
unlike that emblem of purifythe orange blossom, an emancipatory process from the animal to the
a cousin of the rose. intellectual soul, from servitude to self mastexy

Referring to the enclosure bounded by the hexaxplained in the Rosicrucian philosopiercury
gon, in the center of which is placed the crossand the Moon (significators of the mind) are in
striped calyx heart, does not its faveolate fornproximity, and the Moon (the lower instinctual
recall one of the group cells of the honeycomimind) stands for a Revolution of the same Name¢
fashioned by that Hymenopterous [referring to thainh the latter part of which, the humanity of the
order of insects which includes bees, wasps arfaturn Period endowed the higher part of the
ants] creature Apismellifica? These classical desire body of man-in-the-making with the nucle
appellations of the domestic bee will be foundus of a separate personalityhe Moon reflects the
interesting in connection with the orientation ofrays of the Sun (its octave) and Mercury perform
the ruler of Taurus and the Moon or “Eighth a similar service, being designated as the physidal
Sphere” in Scorpio, marking phases of past an8uns light bearer
present conditions to be superseded by the Besides the planets in vieWranus and Neptune
Mercury-Jupiter service ideals intuitively per are respectively symbolized by the crucified earth
ceived by many heart (altruistic déction) and the lighted torch

Within the area of the perfect number six thgcosmic consciousness) or Divinifijhe war god,
carbonized [carbon has an atomic number of sixjiscordant sower irspace and the grim reaper
elements become the blue-tinged crystal, or rogéronos ottime, are thecasus bellon either side of
diamond, and the baser metals ugdea similar the steel chamber of this alchemical vessel, othe
sublimation.The desire naturg’conflicting eme  wise the hexagonal field of sympathy and antipe
tions are transmuted into the unifying Christ Lovethy correlated to the Sixth or Fiery Stratum of the
and the upright torch is the Labarum signifying theearth (se€Cosmaopage 504).
empyrean trend of the flame. The messenger of the gods, Merguand our
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A CREED

I hold that when a person dies

His soul returns again to earth
Arrayed in some new flesh-disguise;
Another mother gives him birth;
With sturdier limbs and brighter brain
The old soul takes the road again.

Such is my own belief and trust;

This hand, this hand that holds the pen,
Has many a hundred times been dust,

And turned as dust to dust again.

These eyes of mine have blinked and shone
In Thebes, in Troy, and Babylon.

All that I rightly think or do,

Or make, or spoil, or bless, or blast,
Is curse or blessing justly due

For sloth or effort in the past.

My life’s a statement of the sum

Of vice indulged or overcome.

I know that in my lives to be
My sorry heart will ache and burn
And worship unavailingly

And shake to see another have
The love I spurned, the love she gave.

And [ shall know, in angry words,

In gibes and mocks, and many a tear,
A carrion flock of homing birds,

The gibes and scorns I uttered here.
The brave word that I failed to speak
Will brand me dastard on the cheek.

And as | wander on the roads

[ shall be helped, and healed, and blessed;
Kind words shall cheer and be as goads
To urge to heights before unguessed,

My road shall be the road [ made,

All that I gave shall be repaid.

So shall I fight, so shall I tread,

In this long war beneath the stars;
So shall a glory wreathe my head,
So shall I faint and show the scars,
Until this case, this clogging mould,
Is smithied all to kingly gold.

The woman whom I used to spurn,
—John Masefield

wandering satellite Luna, are appropriately positedf radiant Venus and generously proportioned
in the instruments of motion, the fedhe fallen Jupiter are given to succeeding evolutionary
lights in the figure are obviously Luciferplanet Periods, Jupiter following that of the Eas foci
(Mars) and the Eighth Sphere (Moon), while thehey transmit to receptive humanity the radioactiv
most exalted reflector is Mercury despite itswisdom waves and are librated facing a pentagon
servient position. (the brazier of the Crucible) corresponding ir
Mixing auras in this ensanguined atmo (orRosicrucian terminology to the Fifth or Seeg
breath) sphere, we see the martial Lucifer SpiritStratum of the Earth (the region of abstragt
(reinforced by the Powers of Darkness) arrayethought) within which burns the flame of the cre
against the Lunar Legions under the Jehovistiative human spirit—a flame that is fed and vital
Race God, and within the orb of influence, thazed by the attaror essential oil, of the plant.
Mercurians (Initiators) lending most important aid Pre-eminent over all is the Sun, a physicdl
to enable the Ego to ally itself to its higher naturexpression of the triune God in our solar system,
and thus maintain the balance of power speeding in its spiral course, itself evolving and an
The planets dftising the most sunshine into ouremanation (the Mystics tell us) ®FU-L-C-A-N,
being, Love (¥nus) and Benevolence (Jupiter),the invisible source of Life—and LIGHT [
are close to the throne of the Day Stdre names —A Student
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MAX HEINDEL'S MESSAGE

Why Trials Beset the Occult Student

OM TIMETO TIME
we receive letters from
tudents  complaining
that since they have takel
up the higher teachings,
and are trying to live in conformity
with them, everything seems to go wrong improvement with enthusiasm, if we cut
with their afairs. Some feel a determined our vices out by the roots and live the lifg
opposition in their homes, others faufin bust  we profess, the Great Beings whom we know ds
ness, and some are evefeafed in health. Some, the RecordingAngels give us a stronger dose of
according to temperament, are ready to give upinegar than they would if we merely talked abou
and others grit their teeth in determination te folthe beauties of the higher liféhey do that to help
low Pauls method of “patient persistence in well-us toward the day of liberation from our self-mad
doing,” despite the trials. But all are unanimous irbonds and not to harm or hinder us. In view
asking why this marked change in theifaaf. these facts we can understand the Clsristhorta
Each receives the best help we can give to sol®n to rejoice when men revile us and accuse Uis
his individual problems, but as we feel that thergalsely for His sake.
are many among the students who have been sim Boys pass a barren tree with irfdience, but as
ilarly tried, it seems appropriate to state the reasasbon as the tree bears fruit, they are ready to thrgw
for this condition. stones and rob it. So it is with men also: while w
In the first place, the aspiring soul should realizgvalk with the crowd and do as they do, we ar
that the adverse conditions happen for good aecordnmolested, but the moment we do what the
ing to a firmly established law of nature wherebyknow in their hearts to be right, we become a livi
God aims to aid him in the questials are a sign ing reproach to them even if we never utter a wo
of progress and a cause for great rejoicing. of censure, and in order to justify themselves i
This is how the law acts: During all our pasttheir own eyes they begin to find fault with us.
lives we have made ties and have incurred debts|n this respect those who are most closely -assp
under the Law of Causatiomhese debts continue ciated with us in the home or in business are mote
to increase so long as we live the usual selfishrominent than strangers who have no connectign
haphazard lives, and we may liken each debt towith us. But whatever the form or the source of
drop of vinegartWhen the turning point comes andsuch trouble, it is a cause for congratulation, for |t
we cease to make vinegahe law of justice shows that we are doing somethinfigefively pro

requires that we take our medicine. But we argressive. So let us keep on undismayed and with
allowed to determine whether we will take it inunflagging zeal. ]

large doses and have it over with
quickly or whether we prefer to
take it in very small sips and string
it out over a number of liveghis
choice is not made by words but by
acts. If we take up the work of self-
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READERS’ QUESTIONS

Suggestion to Children During Sleep

|s Christ to Supplant Jehovah?
Clairvoyance and Childhood

UESTION: We have just been told of a hypnotism. It weakens the will of the latter and any
method by which children may be apparent benefit will be only temporatiye person
helped to overcome undesirable habitselapsing later into a condition worse than the-orig
by suggestion during sleep. Does thenal.
Rosicrucian Fellowship approve of this The education of a child is a holy task and
method? should be undertaken in a spirit of prayfthin

Answer: Max Heindel writes as follows on this that little body a beautiful spirit is concealed, a pa
subject inQuestions and Answers, Vol. 1, page 69: of God Himself. It is struggling for expression ang
“This method of suggestion during sleep is sometrying to get control of its newly acquired vehicles
thing which mothers will find extremely beneficial The child resents the restrictions which you place
in treating refractory children, for if the motherupon him. He is but lately from his Fathehome,
will sit by the bed of the sleeping child, hold itsand may know more than you do upon certair sub
hand, speak to it as she would speak when it jects.You endeavor to force him to do thus and sg.
awake, instill into its brain ideas of such a naturéle resists. Gradually temper and passion afe
as she would wish it to entertain, she will find thatleveloped. Secrecyying, and many other quali
in the waking state many of these ideas will havéies that you would not expect your child to pos
taken rootAlso in dealing with a person who is sess make their appearan@éhat is to be done?
sick or is addicted to drink, if the motheurse, or How can we correct the fault without strengthen
others use this method, they will find it possible tdng it by antagonismThe tendency to the faults
instill hope and healing, materially furtheringmay have been brought over from other lives and
recovery or aiding in self-masteryhis method therefore grows quickly
may of course be used for evil, but we cannot There is one infallible way to overcome evil: It
refrain from publishing it, as we believe that thes by love. If you really love your child, are not
good which can be done in this way will muchmerely “attached” to him, you will deem no sacri
more than dbet the few cases where some -misfice too great to be made for his sake. Lovéesuf
guided person may use it for wrong purposes.” eth long and is kind.

The Rosicrucians do not advocate hypnotism in Perfect confidence between parents and child
any form, nor control of anotherwill, but sane  will smooth the waylf your child has already cen
tion the suggestion of a certain mode of actioriracted some undesirable habits and refuses
leaving the ego entirely free as to the course ha&ccept your suggestions call on the Father for ai
adopts. But even in following this method greatAsk him to lead you, to guide you, to teach you, t
care must be used not to use force so as to substiake you more fit to have the care of an evolvin
tute the will of the suggester for that of the one t@oul; and night after night pray earnestly by th
whom the suggestion is given, for this is a form obedside of your child that he may be led aright an
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guarded, and that to yourself may be given the wigxtent he has put Christ in the place of Jehovah.
dom necessary to help him. “Ask and ye shall

receive,” but you must watch as well as prayst Clairvoyance in Childhood
your child, love him, pray for him. Question: A few months ago my little boy star
tled me by telling me about “that man over there.
JEHOVAH AND CHRIST We were in the kitchen.

Question: What has been the special work of the “What man, son?”
Lord God Jehovah since the creation of the world? “There he is, muddie. Donyou see him?”
Is He to be supplanted by the Christ? “Well, what does he look like?”
Answer: Jehovah was and is one of the Elohim. “He’s a soldiermuddie, a big soldier—has on al
He is the leader and ruler of the angels, who wetgig hat and big, yellow shoes.”
the humanity of the Moon Period, and He is the “Well, whom was he looking at, son—you?”
regent of our present mooks regent of the moon  “No, muddie, he was looking at you.”
He has chaye of the degenerate and evil beings “Do you see him often?”
there.With Him are some of the archangels, who “Yes, | do.”
were the humanity of the Sun Periothey are He has never seen him since. | never spoke
called race spirits. my baby about him again, as he was then on
It is the work of Jehovah to build concrete bodthree years old. Do you think it is only the chsld’
ies or forms by means of the hardening, crystallizimagination?
ing moon forcesTherefore He is the giver of chil  Answer: This is a very clear case of clairvoy
dren, and the angels are his messengers in ttaace in a child. It is perfectly natural for all yound
work. Jehovah also takes special care of the “seethildren to be clairvoyant, at least during the firs
race” in which are to be inculcated the embryonigears of their lives, but the extent of the powe
faculties of the humanity of a new epoch. For thalepends upon the spirituality of the chilthe
reason He was particularly concerned with théength of time the faculty continues is helped o
original SemitesThey were His “chosen people,” hindered by the attitude of those around the chil
chosen to be the seed for a new race which was tfofriends and parents will listen carefully to his
inherit the “Promised Land”—not merely insignif prattle, they will often hear him talking to play
icant Palestine but the entire earth as it is at prenates that are invisible to older people.
sent. It is a dreadful thing to ridicule the little ones for|
It was Jehovah who caused the separation of thikis. Frequently by careful and encouraging gue

sexes. He is the highest power in maintaining forrtions we may gain a better understanding of cond

and exercising an orderly government over ittions around us. Max Heindel has given us a mo
Therefore He is the God of Cosmic law interesting accountl(Questions and Answers, p.

Jehovah is to be supplanted by Christ only in s@76) of the clairvoyance of a little girl of three
far as law is to be supplanted by loWéis does years and also her memory of her past [fieis
not mean that law is to become inoperative, buthild had in a previous life lived only a few years
that love will eventually do away with the viela Having passed out before the birth of the vital
tion of law Moreover Jehovah will always have desire bodythe ego remains in the heaven worl
jurisdiction over form and the function of bodyfrom one to twenty years, and returning with th
building. same desire body is apt to remember what h

The supplanting of Jehovah by the Christ apened in the recent earth life, and even to reco
indicated above must take place individuafg nize its former parents.

each one evolves to the point where he can love Children possessing this wonderful gift, being

humanity as a whole, irrespective of race, gador spiritually advanced, are very sensitive, and shou

caste, and where he can do right through love dife carefully protected from all mediumistic ang

right and not through fear of consequences, to thapiritualistic conditions. [
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

beyond that of humanity in the Moon ¥
Period, but fell short of the develop §
ment of theAngels.They are demigods, and could

they gather experience as tAegels are doing.
They needed a brain and spinal cord, and so, wh
man had built such an instrument, it was to the
advantage to prompt him in the use of it.

At that time the opening consciousness of mag
was turnednward, and he saw his innergans and
built them with the same force that he now turn g AR
outwad to build houses and ships, etc., and th raadse Los tseum of Fne Ars,
outside muscles of his body; so the woman, wh The Temptation and Fall of Eve

. . . Some portrayals of theemptation in Eden show Lucifer
was most advanced in that direction because ‘assuming a beautiful human head, appealing tossesthet

having her Imagination trained, saw tielli- jc sense, if not heranity—seeing a flattering interior mor
gence embodied in her serpentine spinal cand, image of herself. Likeise does the apostle Paul fear for his

at a later stage, when man came torecorcekgo (ol ClfStane, st by any medre, 52 e Seper
r_'ence' the serpent_ appealed to him as the nearcorrupted fom the simplicity that is in Christ.”
likeness to that which he wanted to tell about.

This idea is carried out right through the Bible.called the “bride.” It comes down from heaven, and
In Isaiah 14 he called Lucifer (day-star) king ofhas twelve gates, but they are never close
Babel-On (gate of the Sun), a city located upomlthough the precious tree of life is withifhere is
seven hills, and having dominion over the worldno outside illuminationThe light is within and
There mankind ceased to act in unison and becartteere is no night.
separated into warring nations. It is the seed ground Truly this is a wonderful cityand the greatest
of all the ills imaginable, and is called a “harlot” inimaginable antithesis to the othes literal inter
Revelation, where her fall is described. pretation is out of the question in both ca¥®bat

In supreme antithesis we hear of another “Lightloes it mean&llowing that a city of Babylon has
of theWorld,” a “bright and morning stdra true existed, it was not literally as described, and the
light, who shall arise after the fall of Babylon andfuture “New Jerusalem” is contrary to all laws of
reign forever in a city of peac@er-u-salemthatis nature as we know thenthese two cities must
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therefore be symbols. cipally but one of these cerebral hemispheres—ik

In order to unravel the meaning, let us considdeft. The right half of our brain is only partially
that these cities are located upon seven hills @ctive.The heart also is on the left side of our hody
mountains, a position fdring special advantages but is beginning to move towards “the rigiptace.
for observation. Moses went “into the mountain”The “right” brain, which is ruled by Mercurwill
and “saw” and “heard,” so did those on “thealso become more and more active, and in cons
mount” of transfiguration. Daniel likens Babylon quence of these two physiological changes man
to the head of the image Nebuchadnezzar saw invéhole character will appear tbfent.The left side
dream (Daniel 2), and on the human head there aieunder the sway of the Lucifers and is given ove

seven places of observation: two eyes, two earf) selfishness, but the Ego will gain more and mote

two nostrils, and a mouth. Man is also tenfoldcontrol as the right side of the brain is invested wit
having a threefold Spirit, a threefold soul, and gower to act upon the body as right judgment.

threefold bodylinked together by the mind. Upon That there is a change going on in the healt

The right use of the sex force builds an organ which will give man

the key to the inner worlds. It is built within the head and throat.

To the spiritual sight it appears as the stem of a flower ascending

from the lower part of the trunk. This calyx, or seed-cup, is truly

a creative organ, capable of speaking the word of life and power,
to infuse vitality in substances that were hitherto inert.

these sits the brain, where the “Light-giveea  which makes it an anomalg puzzle, is not news to
son, rules the little world, the microcosm, as thghysiologistsWe have two sets of muscles, one se

Great Light-giver God, rules the macrocosm. under the control of the will, as, for instance, th¢

Reason is the product of selfishness. It is genemuscles of the arm and haridhey are striped both
ated by the mind given by the “Powers oflengthwise and crosswis&he involuntary mus
Darkness” (The Lords of Mind) in a brain built by cles, which cannot be moved by desire, are stripg
selfishly keeping half the sex force, and promptetengthwise onlyThe heart is the only exception. It
by the selfish Lucifers. Hence, it is “the seed of thés not under the control of desire, and yet it i
serpent,” and although transmuted to wisdonibeginning to show cross-stripes like a voluntar
through pain and sorrQw must give way to sorae muscle.
thing higherintuition, which means teaching from In time those cross-stripes will develop fully anc
within. That is a spiritual facultyequally present in the heart will be under our contrdl/lhen that time
all Spirits, whether functioning for the time beingcomes we will be able to direct the blood where w|
as man or woman, but it expresses itself mostill to send it.Then we may refuse to send it to the
prominently in those incarnated in a femalgaor  left brain, and Babylon, the city of Lucifewill fall.
ism, for there the counterpart of the Life Spirit— When the blood is sent into the right brain we
the vital body—is male, positive, amntuition, the  shall be building the New Jerusalem, and we a

faculty of the Life Spirit, may therefore properly benow preparing for that time by building the crosst

called “the womars seed,” whence all altruistic stripes of the heart by altruistic ideals, or the

tendencies spring, and whereby all nations arease of the pupil of a Mystery School, by sending the
being slowly but surely drawn together in asex current through the right-hand path of the heaf

Universal Brotherhood dfove regardless of race, We remember that the Cherubim awakened th
sex, or colar Life Spirit, the seat of divine love, whose shadow
This brain of ours is not a homogeneous wholes the vital bodythe medium of propagation, and
however It is divided into two halves, and it is a when man was exiled from the Etheric Region, th
fact well known to physiologists that we use prin Garden of Eden, with its four streams of ettier
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the misuse of the sex force, the Cherubim were Had such a man been removed to our atmop
placed before it with a flaming sworthe right use pheric conditions, the lack of exterior pressurg
of the sex force builds angan which will give would have resulted in the outflowing of the vital
man the key to the inner worlds and help him tdody, which means death. Gradually the physical
create by thought his ogan is the new wine cup, body grew less dense and the amount of the two
the ideal for the future epoch, the New Galilee, ohigher ethers increased, so that man became fitted
New Jerusalem, and is built within the head antb live in a clear atmosphere under a decreasged
throat. To the spiritual sight it appears as the stenpressure such as we have enjoyed since the -istpr
of a flower ascending from the lower part of theical event known as the “Flood,” when the mis
trunk. This calyx, or seed-cup, is truly a creativecondensed—when the Sun by precession entered
organ, capable of speaking the word of life andhe watery sign of Cancer about ten thousand years
power to infuse vitality in substances that wereago, as told Plato by the Egyptian Priests. Singe
hitherto inert. that time we have also been able to specialize mdre

Service is also an important factor in buildingof the solar life forceThe lager proportion of the
this ogan, and when it is built, sorrow and paintwo higher ethers now found in our vital bodies
will cease and we will have entered the path to thenables us to express the higher human attributes
city of peace, the New Jerusalem. appropriate to the development of this age.

Lemuria perished by fire; terrible cataclysms Let it now be remembered that the qualification
destroyed the greater part of the Lemurian eontnecessary for our emancipation from the conditior|s
nent and in its stead rose tA#antean continent, prevailing inAtlantis were partly physiological; we
where theAtlantic Ocean now is. In time that was had to evolve lungs to breathe the pure air in whigh
buried beneath waves and gave wagtgana, the we are now immersed and which allows the vitgl
Earth as we see it at present in &rgan Epoch, body to vibrate at a more rapid rate than did the
but that is soon pasthe salamanders are begin heavy moisturéWith this in mind we shall readily
ning to stir the fires in the fge to make “a new see that further advancement lies in freeing the
Heaven and new Earth,” which tidéestern School vital body from the trammels of the dense body and
of Occultism calls the “New Galilee.” letting it vibrate in pure air

In the New Galilee humanity will be transparent Such bodies will not get tired eithdrence there
also, and as a result those bodies will be more edas no night, and the twelve cranial nerves, which
ily responsive to the spiritual impacts lotuition.  are the gates to the seat of consciousness, then as
While we lived in ancientlantis in the basins of now, are consequently never closed. Besides, Ngw
the Earth, pressure of the moisture-laden mist wasalilee will be formed of luminous ether and trans
very heavyThis hardened the dense bpdgd as a mit sunlight. It will be like unto “clear glass.”
further result the vibrations of the interpenetrating=verywhere the pure and beautiful symbol of trang
finer vehicles were considerably slowed downparency has been given to designate the power |of
This was especially true of the vital boayhich is  purity. We remember th&emple of Solomon that
made of ethera grade of matter belonging to thewas “built without sound of hamme&rThe most
physical world and subject to some of the physicdbeautiful ornament there was the molten sea.
laws. The solar force did not penetrate the denskliram Abiff, the master workman, as his final
mist in the same abundance as is present in tlaehievement, succeeded in smelting all the metgls
clear atmosphere of todaddd to this the fact that of the Earth into an alloy as transparent as glags.
the vital bodies of that day were almost entirelyThis is of course the luminous soul baalich we
composed of the two lower ethers, which furthehave already described, and which everywile
assimilation and reproduction, and we shall undeihave to possess to function in the New Jerusalen.
stand that progress was very sldan led mainly The present Christianity is not even a shadow of
a vegetative existence, and his main exertions wetike true religion of ChristThat will remain in
devoted to the purpose of obtaining food and reprabeyance until all race feeling shall have begn
ducing his kind. overcome. In the Sixth Epoch, or New Galilee
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those who are even now being taken out as forebears for the
humanity of that coming epoch. “Flesh and blood cannt
inherit the kingdom” (I Car15:50) for it would interfere
with the spiritual progress of that dago when Christ
appears we must be prepared with a soul body and thus|be
ready to part from our dense body to be “caught up and
meet Him in the ait (I Thes. 4:17)
“When shall these things be?” asked the disciples. If we
believe Chriss words: “My kingdom is not of this world”
(kosmosthe Greek word used for “world,” meaning “order|
of things,” rather than our planet, the Earth, which is callgd
Ge) we shall know better than to look for Christ today|
When the heavenly time marker came iAtees by preces
sion, a new cycle commenced, and the “glad tidings” wefe
preached by Christ. He said by implication that the new
Heaven and Earth were not ready then, when He told His
disciples: “Whither | go you cannot now follpwut you
shall follow afterwards. | go to prepare a place for you and
will come again and receive you.” It is perhaps presumpt
ous to even guess at the approximate time of the Secgnd
Advent, but as the precessional cycles, so far as they are
connected with the evolution of man, seem to commenge
with the Surs entrance into Capricorn, there may be a
development at that time.
It is said that the Lord will appear with a mighty sound
like the voice of a\rchangel.We read of thunder and the
blasts of trumpets in connection with the evénsound is
Ao (1601 1067, (e walecorecion onaen 11 @tmMospheric disturbance, and since the passage of a pro
The Vision of St. John the Evangelist jectile made by man can lift the vital bodies of soldiers oy
The foursquae New Jerusalem with twelve gate®f their dense bodies (as was observed in the [fivsi]d
symbolizing theegenerate mind, is shown above. War), it needs nargument to prove that the shout of a super,
human voice could accgthsh similar results more &f
there will be but one Universal ciently—"in the twinkling of an eye.”
Brotherhood, under the leader In the Day of Christ, when His voice sounds the Call, as the
ship of the Returned Christ. Atlanteans whose lungs were undeveloped in the flood, so will also
Love will be unselfish and rea the new age find some without the “wedding garment” and therefdre
son will approve its dictates. not fit to enter until they shall have qualified at a later time. Othefs
Each will work for the good of will find themselves with a properly ganized soul bodyable to
all, because self-seeking will be ascend above the discarded dense bodies, to meet Him and be with
a thing of the past. Universal Him for the Age. Paul speaks of this advent as the “Christ being
Brotherhood will bind all beings formed in you,” and until Christ has been formed in us we are not yet
of the Earth together in Love. ready for the Second Cominlys Angelus Silesius tells us:
There can be no death, for the

S
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tree of life, the faculty of gener Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born,
ating vital force, is made possi And not within thyself, thy soul will be forlorn.

ble by means of the ethereal The cpss on Golgotha thou lookest to in vain,

organ in the head already men Unless within thyself it be set up again. 0
tioned, which will be evolved in —Max Heindel
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ASTROLOGY

A Brief Outline of Basic
Astronomy

HEN WE LOOK out into the
heavens, be it day or night, there

is movement and chang&he
Sun rises in the east and sets ir

the west each dayThe stars
likewise follow in this daily arc and change in
terms of their visibility over the course of the year
Far slower is the annual west to east migration (

the “traveling stars,” the planeff help us under
stand these movements bettee can imagine, as UNEQUAL
our ancestors did, that the globe of our Earth i CONSTELLATIONS

nested inside aelestial globe or sphee upon  (Astronomical)
which are etched the stars, and around which thiésses moves north of east in the summaed south
planets travelThis heavenly sphere hasNorth  of east in the winteWhen the Sun reaches that
andSouth Poleas well as arquator taking their part of the ecliptic which crosses the celestig|
positions from the same locations on the Earthequatoy sunrise is due east and sunset due west,
projected out into space. and day and night are of equal lengfhis takes
The celestial sphere makes one complete- rotplace twice a year: around Eastabout March
tion on its poles every 24 hours, carrying with it all21st, and around Michaelmas, about Septembger
the stars, the Sun, Moon and planets, giving uglst. Because of the equal night all over the worldl,

night and dayAs the Sun moves across thisthis event is calledequinox In between these
sphere, it rises 4 minutes later than the stars whiatates, the Sun moves above the celestial equator

accompanied it the previous ddye Sun, Moon, giving the Northern Hemisphere summéhen
and planets have their own independent movemeback to the equinox in autumn and below the eele
from west to castThe path of the Sun across thetial equatoyrgiving the Norther Hemisphere winter
celestial sphere is called theliptic (because onit, At the furthest extremes of its northerly and
eclipses can occur].he Moon and all the planets southerly movement, the Sun seems to stand still
closely follow this path. before moving back to the celestial equator for thie
When we observe the progression of the- se&quinoxesThese moments occur around Jthns
sons, we may notice that the point where the Suime, about June 21 st and around Christmastime,
Reorinted with condmStella Naturathe 1999 Ki about December 21st. Because the Sun appearg to
beerFt)cr)lr? eHiIIVSVIBigg;résfﬁ;gg]griculﬁjrgl éalljéﬁd:,r publisr:(re]:i St?nd still on the.se days, each day is callegdhe
by the Biodynamic Farming and Gfeming Association, ~Stice (SOESun, sticeemake stand)At the summer
P.O. Box 29135, San Francisco, ®A129, (888) 516-7797 solstice, the day is longer than the night. In wintef

EQuAL SIGNS
(Astrological)
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the day is short and the night long. = T B
As the Sun moves across the ,skytravels = ° g
through the 12 traditional zodiacal constellations ..»
A constellationis a grouping of stars usually iden
tified with a being or attribute recognized by ou
ancestorsThey didnt “connect the dots” to form a
picture as we often do, but experienced the-pre
ence of the being standing behind the stahe
stars were viewed as markers to indicate that pla
where Orion or Hercules, etc., dwelwelve of |
these dwelling places are spread out along tl
ecliptic and form the zodiac—the circle of living | =z
things (since all but one of these constellation: =
Libra, represent living things.) _
The traditional visible zodiac constellations vary &}
in size and mark the place through which the St |
passes during the course of the yAathe present
time the Sun enters Pisces in mid-March so th
this is the constellation in which the Sun stands ¢
March 21st. However this position is not perma
nently fixed, for the Sun moves backwards throug
the zodiac 1° every 72 yearBhis movement is
called theprecession of the equinoBy the year
2375, the Sun will enter the constellatdquarius §
at the equinox [the current sidereal vernal point | ,
5°1535" X]. This chart assists in calculating the daily rising and setting

The astrologicakigns of the zodiac have the g1, Moon and he det of s waxing and waning, The
same names as the constellations but are an idea
arrangement in which each takes up 30° of thas the warmth of summaNhen the Sun passes in
ecliptic. The signs are based on the passage of tifnt of Sagittarius, it is December and the Su
Sun through the year as recorded by the earbfppears low on the horizon, shining with slante
Greeks, always beginning with ®ries at the rays, giving us the cold of winter
point where the Sun stands at the spring equinox, Accordingly, if we see the Moon high in the sky
continuing withTaurus on abowpril 21st, and so we say that it isunning high We can also know
on.Thus it is that the signs do not coincide with thérom this observation that it must be in Gemini. I
visible constellations. the Moon appears to skim across the horizon, w
The constellations of the zodiac appear in thsay it isrunning low It is then in Sagittarius, imi
heavens at dérent heights from the southerntating the Surs winter activity (A )
horizon of the Earth. Each constellation appears to Among the other movements in the heavens a
follow an arc as it passes across the southern skiljose made by the Moon and planets as they relg
Gemini, for example, traverses the highest Atc. to the Sun, the Earth and one anatAérof these
the middle of its crossing, theridian it is high movements and their variations reoccur at rhyth
in the south for those of us living in the northerrmical intervals ranging from days to centurielse
hemisphere. Sagittarius makes the lowest arcepetition of these events over the years can
When the Sun is shining in front of the constellaobserved as established patterns which can be o
tion of Gemini it is June and the Sun is high in theulated in advance with a great degree of accuraq
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south, shining almost directly down on us, givingThe time it takes the Sun, Moon and planets fo
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make one complete circuit around the celestial After another week the Moon loses some of it
sphere as seen from the Earth is knoWims pert  light, waningas it approaches the Sun. It is in itg
od, different for each, is its geocentrsidereal last quarter and rises around midnight to set
period since it is measured from the time it takesaround midday Its illumined side always faces
the Sun, Moon, or planet to come back to the santeward the Sun. In another week, the Moon meels
star iden in the zodiac where it began. the Sun and is lost to view as a new Moon agajn
It takes the Sun 1 year to make its full circuit ofafter its 29.5 day synodic journey
the celestial spher&he same journey takes the The Moons orbit around the Earth is elliptical,
Moon 27-1/3 days, Mercury 88 daygenus 225 causing it to be nearer to Earth at some times apd
days, Mars 1.9 years, Jupitet.Q years, Saturn farther away at other$his can be compared with
29.1 years, Uranus 84.01 years, Neptune 164.7Be Suns apparent passage around the Earth,-draw
years, and Pluto 247.69 years. ing nearer in winter and farther away in summef
Another period is marked when the planeWhen the Moon reaches its nearest point, it is
returns to the same relationship it had with th@erigee (peri=near gec=earth). Likewise, when
Sun; e.g., full moon to full moofhis is called the the Moon is most distant, it spogee(ap=away
synodic period(syre from).
with). The Moon runs e The path of the
ahead of the Sun 8 Moon and each of the

around the zodiac [ _[f= n planets around the
spending about 2.5 [Z1®4 5 celestial sphere inter
days in each constel [|x|£: Y R sects the path of the
lation, while the Sun > Sun at diferent

spends about 1 montt [Y|E s points. These points
in eachAs the Moon  [o1E] 1oP=% are callednodes and

moves and its relation =2 there are two nodes
to the Sun changes — ' for each orbit. The

our percep“on Of the A. Kircher, Ars magna lucis, Amsterdam, 1671, personal archives of Alexander Roob p0|nt at Wthh the
Moon also changes. Eclipses and the Lunar Dragon planets orbit crosses

When it isnew the Diagram for the calculation of solar and lunar eclipsscodingto the  ecliptic and

: ancient legends, these eclipsesewdue to a dragon swallowing th .
Moon stands in front heavenly bodies and spewing them out agailunar nodal cycle “moves northward  is

of the Sun, whoseqccurs every 19 years. Chart sversed, for the Moasimost north  called  its ascending
brightness concealsern and southern points @in Cancer and Capricorngspectively node (§3), and the

the Moon from our crossing point head
view. A few days laterthe Moon has moved aheading southward is called itdescending nodg&gs).

of the Sun along the zodiaks the Sun sets, a thin When the Sun meets the Moon at one of the
sliver of the Moon appears in the west, then slippoon’s nodes, aeclipsecan occur
out of view as night approaches. One week after Similarly, other planets or stars can have all or
the new Moon, the Moon has moved to its nexpart of their light covered by the Moon or anothef
phase. It is growing lger, waxing and now half planet.This is called aroccultation (occult=hid-

of its disk is illuminatedThis first quarter [half den).When two or more planets occupy the sam
“full” ] Moon rises about midday and sets aboutlegree [astrology allows an orb between 6° and 8]
midnight. One week later [second quarter], th&long the ecliptic (e.g., the Sun and the New Moor)
Moon stands opposite the Sun, having gone abotitey are inconjunction(«) (con=with, junctio=
half way around the zodiac. Its disk fully lit, thejoin). When two planets are 180% [6-8°] apart
full Moon rises when the Sun sets and sets whefinom each other in the zodiac (e.g., the Sun and the
the Sun rises—the kingdom of the full Moon is thefull Moon) it is called aropposition(s°). O
night sky —Richard Moeschl and Sherwildflower
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ASTROLOGY

Astrology
and
National Holidays
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VERYBODY KNOWS why we cele
brate our natiors’ birthday July 4, but
not everybody knows why we elect
our federal dicials the first week in
ovember and whyuntil 1933, our
presidents were inaugurated March 4 hecause
of astrology! Our founding fathers knew that in theg )
stellar science the trine (120 degrees) isamost (SR ¥ =~ / .
tunate aspect; so, if the three most important-poli Eear i DEETE Feassah
ical events in the natiog’calendar would be four The firstAmerican pesident to be inaugurated on January
months, or approximately 120 days, apart, thi20,FDRwas stonglyAquarian, by birth sign and by policy
wouid bring prosperiysuccess. e e
During the 192 it came to be believed that the
time interval between the creation of a new presbe traditional, orthodox. On January 20, though
dent and his taking fite was too long.The the Sun transité\quarius, ruled by Uranus, the
TwentiethAmendment (popularly called the Lame planet of the newAnd it was during the 193§that
Duck Amendment) was passed, and when FDRhe greatest innovations to date in U.S. histor
took the oath of dice the second time, in 1937, it were started.
was on January 20, and has been thus ever sinceThe spokesman for a conservative group wa
Some have claimed that this change is the reasegked why there were no conservative movemer
why the 193G marked a turning-point fumerican  in this country before th&hirties. His reply was,
history, the start of decliné. “There was no need for them&bsolutely true in
Is it wise to hold elections in early November?ight of astrologyall administrations o#ll parties,
The usual ggument in favor is that harvest is overpeing Jupiteruled, had been traditional, conserv
and the real cold weather hasset in yet. Be that ative?2
as it may there$ an interesting astrological side A little less than a month after Inauguration Day
light: How often have you heard that people-gencomes Lincolrs Birthday also called Presidest’
erally voteagainsta candidate, rather théor, with  Day3 It is noteworthy that it is the birthday of a
no little vengeanceThat is typically Scorpio—the president born undeAquarius that should be
sign the Sun transits early November observed as PresidesiDay Is it to remind us that
And what diference has the transfer ofthe U.S. is amquarian nation®e have a further
Inauguration Day from March 4 to January 20reminder: so faronly oneAquarian president has
made? On March 4 the Sun transits Pisces, rulggft the White House alive and retired after his
(on the exoteric level) by Jupitewhich is said to term expired.Theres a fateful tie between our
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Aquarian presidents and odiquarian natiorf.
Well might we observéVashingtons birthday
born Feb. 22, 1732, for not only was he our firs
presideng he was also a shining example of the
best Piscean traits. Mental genius he wadns
great talent consisted of being able to inspire ar
keep his men together in retreats léasy to lead
after victory, but Washington was retreating most
of the time—he literally retreated victory!
And just how did he achieve victory¥arktown
in October 17812 few weeks before, he received
a routine dispatch from an allied commander
Admiral de Grasse, in the FrendNest Indies.
Others might have given this note little attention o i 3
study butWashington saw in it a blueprint for vic |, R 4
tory. Truly, he was an inspiring leader of vision— @4 .
he saw the future; he reached for it; he made it hi
March 17, St. Patrick’ Day is the only day in
the American public calendar dedicated to a sain
The noteworthy fact is that the sun is still in Pisces 4
the sign of saints and martyrs and those of higg
spiritual ideals. i
Sometimes in March, sometimes April, but
always while the Sun transisies, is EasterOne < trick
symbol OfA“e_S IS a ;prlg of wheat, symbolic of St. Patrick survives the divisive chhrstate turf battle as
the Resurrection, which Easter celebrates. the only saint for whom a day in tAenerican public calen
The second Sunday in Mawhen the sun is in dar is dedicated. The shaauk is a symbol of theriffity.
Taurus, is Mothés Day The Moon is the planet of
motherhood.The Moon is exalted iffaurus, the of relationships.
sign of stability and securitit her exalted best, Libra is also the sign of scales, balances—thus
that's the role of motherhood—to provide aofjudgment (Daniel 5:27Yhis is interesting since
Taurean influence for the home. the Day ofAtonementyyom Kippur, really a day of
Decoration Day or Memorial Day originally judgment, and instituted in Olflestament times
was always on May 30At that time we honor (Leviticus 16), is observed ymerican and other
those who have given their lives in the natson’ Jews while the Sun transits Libra.
conflicts.And on that day the Sun transits Uranus in For many years we observAdmistice Day on
the U.S. natal charll our major wars were at least November 1. Now on a Monday close to or on
in part due to our responding to the Uranian ray the same calendar date we obsafgterans Day
The first Monday in September is Labor Day At this time the Sun is in Scorpio, ruled in exoteriq
when the Sun is iNirgo, the sign of labor and ser matters by Mars, the planet of wafdso at that
vice.All true labor should be regarded as servicetime the Sun is opposite the fixed sidgol, called
Though not always celebrated on October 12he “most dangerous star in the heavéasind
that is considered the real Columbus Ba®f what's most dangerous, if not war?
course we know Columbus didiafiscoverAmerica, On the lastThursday in November the nation
but it was after his voyages thatrelationship pauses foihanksgiving. Sadlyfood and football
developed between the OWorld and the New preempt faith and familyin most people minds
On October 12 the Sun is transiting Libra, the sigthe “T” stands for turkey rather than thanks. Buf
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that's understandable; then the Sun is transitingrb, physical life would not be possible. But the

Sagittarius, which is associated with exalted idealSun also symbolizes Him in whom we live anc

as well as excessive pursuit of pleasure. move and have our beingnd Him we should
Capricorn (discipline) has the distinction ofpraise and worship and adore not just one day

“hosting” three holidays. Christmas marks theyear or even just one day a week, but every dg
birth of the MasterThe person who truly follows and moment of our lives. [
Him takes up the discipline of self-maste@n —aA Probationer

New Years Day it is well to remember that to 1. Ittiﬁ ncc}esworrt]hytthattﬁranus wasgansitingtm&lftt?]Hom;ﬁetctag]
. . . e U.o. Chart, In the money sigaurus; It was then thal e
make the most of the year ahead requires -diSCi (s embarked on a new fiscal policy which has produced th

pline. And on January 15, when we think about biggest debt of any nation in history _
2. 1936 was the first year that an avowedly conservative, ety

human rights and digni,tywe need to remember Union Party appeared on the ballot. Its purpose was to termif

they must be deserved, based on the discipline of nate the new policies being started by the U.S. government.

ilityg- 3. Lincoln’s Birthday is not a federal holidayeeTime, January 27,
responsibility: 1986, p. 24.

“No government, no people, no open-end checks. Wm. H. Harrison died of “pneumonia and bilious pleurisy”

. ; - April 4, 1841 Horoscopes of the U.S. &sidentsDoris Chase
book can give them [themerican people]....self Doane, p. 51); Lincoln was assassinafgotil 14, 1865;
respect self-esteem, a sens@@fsonalworth and McKinley was shot September 6, 1901 and died September 1

. . . FDR died of cerebral hemorrhageril 12, 1945.
personalachlevement....Thls cannot be IegISIated!S.Washington was the first president of our country after it adopt

It cannot be handed down by the courts. It must ed the Constitution in 1788; previoushur nation had func

s : ” tioned under thdrticles of Confederation and Gemr Hanson
come from within the minds and hearfs. of Maryland was the first president under that system.

The discerning reader will have noticed that n®. Some believe that Columbus actually “discoveraiierica on
; ; [ e ; ; October 13 1492. Seéamericas Destinyby Theodore Heline, p. 32
festival or hOHday,ls |dent|f|ed V\{Ith Leo, the sign 7 Astology, the Divine SciengeMoore and Douglas, p. 736.
of the SunWhy might this be?Without the solar g House DividedLionel Lokos, p. 476.
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ASTROLOGY

Astrological Anecdotes
From Scoffing Skeptic to Ardent Advocate

T IS SURPRISING how many people it, to have to admit that after all our sog,
sneer at that which they do not understanceverything talliedThey were all curious and want
The writer himself was no exception to thated to see the thing, so we showed it reluctantly
rule in respect of astrology when that sub Then someone said, why this is not yours at all, |t
ject was first presented to him a number obelongs to so and so, (who had not yet comsq.)
years ago while he was still in the orthodox belieWWhat? Our sense of relief was almost indescril
and had no knowledge whatever of occultism. able.The other horoscope, so called, intended fqr
A friend who lived in the same house as theais, was produced and did not fit at Alhd, natu
writer read an advertisement of an astrolpger rally, we railed louder than before over the fallacy
called, who dered to tell the fortune of anyone for superstition, and foolishness of this so called sd
the magnificent sum of ten cents. No one wasnce—astrology
louder in his denunciation of this fraud, supersti Having gone through this experience ourself, w,
tion, and foolishness called astrology than thelo not wonder that others are skeptical when con
writer. It was preposterous to think that the starfronted with the idea of stellar influence; more
had anything to do with us. Howeyeaur friend over, there are so many charlatans who desecrate
sent one dollar with ten names of persons whthe sacred science for even a paltry penny that it|is
were then present, and in due time the so calletb wonder that astrology is in ill repute.
horoscopes came back.
We still remember the curious feeling wherewith THE USE AND ABUSE OF ASTROLOGY
we opened the package and started to read theGenethlical astrologythe science of judging
mystic scroll: Half defiant, half frightened, but events in the life of a person from a figure of the
sure, very sure, that it was all humbug, the wholaeavens erected for the hour of birth, is oftep
lot of it, and that reading this horoscope would vindegraded by being made the basis of forturle
dicate our cocksure assertions. But then, statemetelling. Horary astrologywhich judges the out
after statement in this outline retrde, and gradu come of a certain matter from a figure erected fc
ally all the blood in our body seeméd suge the time when the event transpired, or when a dgf
toward the head. Could there really be somethinigite question was asked regarding the outcome, |is
to this foolishnessWe were puzzled, mystified, nearly always a degradation of the sacred scienge,
and also somewhat frightened at the thought.  and one who studies and guides his life according
Later the rest of the friends came in and eacto planetary hours, as some do, is certainly drag
took up his horoscope. Some admitted it was truging the stars into the gutters.
to a certain degree, others said it was not, but nolt is nothing short of a crime against selfhood t¢
one seemed deeply impressed. consult the horoscope every other,dayto cast
Then someone asked the writBNell how did a horary figure for evergnove we make, or to look
yours come out?And that was the hardest part ofup the planetary hour fa favorable influence on
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every slightest occasion.

There are times, howevevhen it is right to use
the “logic of the stars” to ascertain the outcome ¢
an event. Each must use his judgment in the m:
ter, for abuse of the sacred science will bring retrg?®
bution as certain as contravention of any other la;
of nature.

In the following instances where the writer use
it he had, and has, misgivings, and therefore wish
to warn others not to do it because ‘M did it.”

SQUEL CHING A SCOFFER
Once we were invited to a picnic where ther
was considerable discussion of occult subjects a:
astrology also came in for its shafecertain Mr
X, who was president of an occult socjetas par
ticularly vehement in his denunciation of astrolo
gy, though he admitted that he knew nothing wha
ever of it, never having studied the subjate
were very much surprised at t_his attitu_de of _min T ——
on the part of a man who by virtue of his positiony,e Sun, personified as thegBk god Helios, is swunded by

ought to be open minded, and we sought in trthe twelve zodiacal signs (with Hebrnames). The four figes
presence of a number of others to show him that the corners personify the four seasons at their midpoint.

his position was altogether untenable, but withou.
effect; he continued to sdof read our message he laughed and sneered. Ha! |
A few weeks later the writer happened to enteHa! Mr. Heindel,You dont know anything about
his place of business and was at once greeted with or the stars eithet have another oracle, and it
a sarcastic request for information concerning sontells me that this stock is exceedingly good, that
mining stock in which MrX had just invested. is going to be a fine investment, and | can sell
Would he win or loseA number of people were now for a great deal more than what | pdidl this
present, and we were much nettled at this mannere remarked that it would be to his interest to d
of interrogation, so we answeraflell, Mr. X, itis  so at once for it would not be very long until devel
dragging the stars into the gutters to consult thempments would prove the truth of the stars.
on such subjects, but there are occasions when theThere were others present on that occasion wi
end justifies the mean¥our position is so unwar had also invested in the same concern. One la
ranted and it may do much to influence adverselizad invested all she had. She became frighten

a considerable number of people; therefore peand sold her stock, making a good profit thereom

haps it may be well to let you know what the starbut Mr. X kept his. He was not going to be fooled
can do. Pulling out our watch, we took the timepy such nonsense as the stars.
stating that we would give him the result of our About a week or two latethe writer had ocea
investigation in a few days. sion to visit Mr X’s place again, and that gentle
Having cast the horoscope, we found that thenan met him with a somewhat more serious fac
money was going through the hands of the direcstating that “there are indications that you may b
tors at an exceedingly rapid rate and it was alsaght, Mr. Heindel.” We told him we knew the
manifest that there would be no retuMé& there  stars were true, and that eventually our judgme
fore so stated on a small slip of paper which wevould be vindicatedA few weeks later the soap
handed to MrX about a week latewhen he had bubble burst, and MiX admitted that “it seems as
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if the stars are right, but that was probably a-coinX’s store one Saturday night and were greeted with
cidence.” the words, “I have been telephoning for you al

This is always the impregnable stronghold of thafternoon.The claimant has come back again, an
scofer, or the skeptidVhen anything happens that | want to know what the outcome is going to be?|
they cannot explain, it is handy to have the wordt once we pulled out our watch and told hi

coincidence to juggle with. that later on we would let him knovior we saw
that now the iron was becoming hot and here was
CONVINCED a chance to get the skeptic thoroughly converted|

Sometime later we had again occasion to visit Upon casting the horoscope it developed that |f
Mr. X at his place of business. He then said,.“Mrthe writer had entered the store at an earlier hour
Heindel, | am very anxious about a certain mattethan he did, a certain prediction which he mad
| am executor of a lge estate and have beenfrom the position of the Moon could not have beep
administrator for eight years. During that time Imade. It is one of the most remarkable facts abopt
have sold a number of valuable parcels of land tborary astrologythis method of divination by tak
private people, banks and institutions. Now comemg the time by the watch when a question is askefd,
a claimant and | want to know what is back of himthat the question always reaches its destination, the
they have entered suit. How will it come out?” astrologerat the time when the stars are ready tp

Though loath to again degrade the sacred scanswer
ence of the stars, we felt that if this gentleman We have had letters come to us delayed fgr
could be converted it might do a great deal of goodeeks and marked by the stains of walkeving
for astrology on account of his position, and weéeen submeed, or in railway accidents, etc.
therefore pulled out our watch, looked at the timeSometimes they have been missent and then for
and told him that we would let him knowfter warded after the writer had left his previous
about a week we went down to his store again witaddress, yet the writer has never failed by taki
a letter stating that there was nothing back of ththe time when reading the question, to give the cor
claimant at the present time, that the case would lvect answershowing that whatever delay there ha
immediately thrown out of court, but that it would been certainly was the outcome of design. So also
be to his interest to arbitrate, for as a matter of faan this case, the time to tell the tale was when we
there were grounds for the claim. Later it wouldentered the door of MK, and the fact revealed by
come up and cause trouble and the judgmetite position of the Moon at the moment was that
would be reversed in another court. the opposite party had made overtures for a settl

On our arrival at MrX's place of business, we ment to Mr X and his advisors, which they had
found it closed, but as we knew that he rarelyefused.
stayed long awaywe waited, and he came after a This he admitted, and we then told him that thg
while. We then handed him the lettewhich he stars of the claimant were in the ascendant, that his
read, and then he said, “MHeindel you have stars were in the descendent, that this case would
struck it just right, as far as | knowwas called go from the Judge, who now had it in hand, and
away from my store just now by order of the courtvas favorable, to another judge who woulg
because this claim clouds about fifty valuablaeverse the judgment and take the estate away frgm
titles, and the judge wanted it settled at oncehim, giving it to the claimant.

When | arrived in court, we found that the attorneys Several years elapsed and we haddtien all
for the claimant had not even proper authpatyd about the case, having traveled to Germamigten
the court at once nol-prossed [frowlle-prosequj  the Cosmo-Conceptigretc. But upon our return to

D

to be unwilling to prosecute-Ed.] the case.” the city where MrX lived, we were told by mutual
friends that Mr X now swore by astrologyHe
THE OTHER EXTREME knew that it was an absolute truth, if properly

A few months later we happened to enter Mrinterpreted. He knew that MH. could tell the
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truth, and asserted that if MH. would tell him
that his house would be destroyed by an eartl
quake the next dayje would endeavor to sell it if
he could only get ten dollars for it, for he knew tha
the event would happen.

Later on, when speaking to the gentlemai
about the case, he said that he was only sorry th
affidavits had not been made at the time when th
predictions were given, for they were so absolutel
true to the smallest details. “WHhyhe said, “Mr
H. the first judge was very friendlgs you said, the
second Judge was the very opposite. He was-ant
onistic in the extreme, and we had absolutely n
show | tried to get my lawyers to arbitrate the
case, because | believed in your prediction, bt
they absolutely refused and pooh-poohed the ide
that we could lose.

Thus the sneering cynic became a sincere-adv
cate and is now as anxious to get people convert
to the truth of astrology as he previously was to te:
down that which he knew not how to appreciate

—Max Heindel

DoinG IT

Some]oocly said that it couldn’t be done
But he with a chuckle replie(l

That “may]ae it coul&n't," but he would be one
Who wouldn’t say so till he'd tried.

So he buckled rig’llt in with the trace of grin
On his face. If he Worrie(l, he hid it.

He started to sing as he tackled the thing‘
That couldn’t be done—and he did it!

There are thousands to tell you it can’t be done,
There are thousands to prophesy £ailure;
There are thousands to point out one l)y one
The dang’ers that wait to assail you.

But just buckle in with a bit of a grin,

Just take off your coat and go to it;

Just start in to sing as you tackle the thing
That “cannot be done," and you’ll do it.

—Edgar A. Guest
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Figure 2

From the Staatsbibliothek of Berlin, Preussischer Kulturbesitz
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EFORE the twentieth centurynfor-  with a celestial vision of a flaming Cross, prior tg
mation pertaining to the Rosicrucianthe battle of Milvian Bridge (312.D.), signifying
Order had been shrouded in secrecyby what Power he would achieve victory
if not obscurity Max Heindel was  The astrological notations for the seven-folc
able to disclose more details relatingplanetary engjies are inscribed in the involution
to this Brotherhood, its composition, purpose, andry and evolutionary triangles whose composit
methods of operation, but anonymity continues t&tar of David signifies the course of madescent
best serve the needs of the Elder Brothers of the and progress through the material world. Fror
Rose Cross, Hierophants of the lesser Mysteridhat world rise the rose of Sharon and the lily of th
and “a spiritual Power more potent in the life of thevalley, alluded to in the Song of Solomon anc
WesternWorld than any of the visible govern referring to the diamond and ruby souls evolved by
ments” Cosmg p. 520). Christian Rosenkreutz following the mystic and occult paths of develop
appeared in Europe in the thirteenth century tment, respectivelyThe swan is a symbol of an
commence his work. He labored with thelnitiate and the phoenix illustrates the Gospel te
alchemists and inspired the healing practices arféxcept a corn of wheat [material consciousnes$
metaphysical investigations of many of Godhd fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if
humanitys servants. it die, it bringeth forth much fruit [spiritual cen
The first public document that purports to besciousness] (John 12:24); or “asAdam all die,
Rosicrucian is theFama Fraternitatis Rosae even so in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 .Cof
Crucis, a manifesto which appeared in 16THere 15:22); or “that which thou sowest is not quick
followed the Confessio Fraternitatig1615), and ened except it die” (1 Cot5:36).
The Chymical \atding of Christian Roserdguitz, The path of regeneration through death is-ind
Anno 1459written by JohanWvalentinAndreae in  cated by the Latin mottex Deo Nascimuin Jesu
the beginning of the seventeenth centtligugh it  Morimur, per Spiritum Sanctum Reviviscims
appeared in print only in 1616. Most simptile  God we are born, in Christ we die, in the Holy Spirit
highly symbolic texts and illustrations thatwe are reborn), given by the early Rosicrucians.
appeared in these and later documents refer fthe initials of these words appeared on the mony
phases in the process of self-transformation anmuent erected over the grave of Jacob Boehme (who
initiation, often described as the search for thevas inspired by Christian Rosenkreutz, €@smo
Philosopheis StoneThese texts and pictures arep. 518) at Goerlitz in 1624.
highly allusive, drawing on alchemical, cabalistic,
hermetic, numerological, and Christian esoteric Figure 2
knowledge A brief commentary on four represen  This illustration bears the caption, “Themple
tative illustrations appearing on the preceding paged the Rosy Cross, a Symbolical Figure Designed
follows below No claim is here made for these-fig by Theophilus Schwieghardt Constantiens by th
ures as being of genuine Rosicrucian provenancérace of God and Nature, Unchangeable Foreve
The Rosicrucian Daniel Mégling, from Constance
Figurel (a.k.a. Schwieghardt), depicts a temple not made
The central part of this figure from an unpub with hands, because it exists on the etheric plane.
lished manuscript of the eighteenth century reprelhus it is given wings, wheels, and is suspended
sents the three spheres or planes of psalyl, and by a cord from the hand of God. In other words,
spirit. The descending light of the Father issueshe college or fraternity of Rosicrucian Brothers i$
from the eye of God in the spiritual worl@ihe a spiritual community and can only be accessed lpy
soul world is represented by a heart containing those who can consciously function in spiAs
cross, symbolizing the purification of the humarthe Fama Fraternitatis explains, “Our building
emotions.The Latin words on the cross, “by this shall remain inaccessible to the godless world.”
sign you will conquet appeared to Constantine, Schweighart advises the searcher to watdh
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patiently like Noals doves, to hope quietly in lapis, the “philosophical mercufywhich crowns
God, and to pray tirelesslyhen a Brother will the dome in the form of a phoenikhe work of
announce himself, for they are able to readransmuting mundane ignorance to cosmic (Chris
thoughts.The tetragram IHVH within the sunburst consciousness proceeds as the full range of plan
denotes the Hebrew God. In the illustrat®lower tary and zodiacal engies are brought to bear on
foreground some people are concerned solely witman’s fourfold lower natureThe consummation

their worldly afairs, while others are guided by of the work is shown both by the phoenix and th
divine influence and seek to enter the Brotherhoodigure of mercury upon the mountarsummit. In

Above the door to their “College” is the captionalchemy Christ always represents the mediator

“Enter the worthy’ A rose and a cross describe thevlercury, the planet that is nearest the sun. Chrig
means by which entry to this etheric structure iss the Redeemer of mankind is the personificatid
made. As the first precept of the Rosicrucianof the universal medicine. It is for this reason tha

Fellowship student is “Christ Jesus shall be outhe love of Christ is the beginning of the medicing.

ideal,” so above the windows appear the wordMercury is variously referred t&s the messen

“Jesus is our all.' The pen is mightier than the gers of the gods (Christ bore witness of th
sword and harmlessness is a signature of the evolvEdther); as the solvent (Christ was the Savior ar
soul. Thus, as enlightened disciples of Werd, rejuvenator He who made all things new); as thg
Brothers brandish gigantic quills and carry shieldpurifier of dross (Christ overcame evil).

bearing the name of their informing Gdde ink The stone of the philosophers took three forms:

tials of the designer (T5.) of this “symbolical fig The first was the gold-transformefrhe second
ure” are written on the outbound wings at rightwas the panacea or universal medicifiee third
Rough translations for other Latin words or phraselsestowed eternal life. Christ embodies these thrg
include: Beware! Cavetd); That we may see properties: He transmutes natures; He heals t
(Videamin); Move quickly with caution Kestina sick; and He is the resurrection and the life.
Lentg; and Discern among the maniefmulta
discrimina erum). Figure4
Figure 3 Entitled “ Unity of the Microcosm and Macro-

“The Mountain of theAdepts,” or “The Holy cosm,"this illustration derives fror®pus Medico-
Mountain of Initiation,” is an engraving by RaphaelChymicum, Basilica Chymic&rankfort, 1618, by
Custodis inCabala, Spiegel der Kunst und Natur Johann Daniel Mylius, a physiciahhe engraving
(Cabala, Mirror ofArt and Nature), by St&n was made by Jean Baptiste Mérian. Below it wa
Michaelspache, 1618he German edition of this printed a Latin text from Psalm 33: “By the word
work was published the same year asGhgmical of the Lord were the heavens madeAt’left and
Wedding The Latin edition, in 1654, contained aright the archetypaAdam and Eve, in the regenrer
dedication to the Brotherhood of the Rosy Crosated Garden, are linked by golden chains to th
The temple of the wise men is depicted standinghacrocosmic world, the celes sphere of trinitar
upon a foundation of seven stefifie temple is ian God—theTetragrammatonthe divine Name,

concealed within a mountain, meaning that it is nandicating the Father; the Lamb, representing tlltja
n

materially visible—therefore one is as if blindfoldedSon; and the Holy Spirit, shown as a dove—a
to its existence until the hare of intuition suggestthe angelic hierarchies, whose rank is indicated |
an interior landscape, the world of the esoteric. the number and placement of their wings.

In the center of the Mountain is the Royal Bridal Beneath this empyrean is the world of the

Chamber in which sit the king and quedie Zodiac which is mediated by the seven planets.
steps leading to the chamber of royal consciougertain instances, Mercury can represent the sun
ness designate the alchemical stages ofMbek.  the spiritual center of our Cosmdshe three com
In the inner chamber the principles of Sol angonent glyphs of the mercurial sign also signify th
Luna, pictured in the domed roof, unite to form thenaterial (+), soul D), and spirit O) dimensions
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of creation.The five planets are correlated withsceneThe four elements in their sublunar aspeqt
five animals which figure prominently in alchemy: are again represented as globes of fire and &ir
the crow with Saturni,), whose metal is lead; the under the phoenixivings and water (fTton is
swan with Jupiter 4) and tin; the rooster with blowing his conch) and earth under the eagle
Mars (") and iron; the pelican wittlenus @) and  (Aquila) wings.The solar and lunar spheres helc
copper; and the phoenix with Mercur and by the male and female figures symbolize the tw
quicksilver or mercury creative forces in humans and their divine countef
Inside the zodiacal band appear the Latin wordgiarts. Spirit and will are represented by the -ran
“The solar yearthe stellar yeaand the year of the pant lion while soul and intuition are symbolized
winds.” The next three inner bands describe threby the deer whose antlers bear twelve stars apd
grades of the three alchemical elements: “the mewho displays a trifoliate leaf indicating the three
cury of the sages, corporeal mergayd common, fold division of the natural world.
or visible, mercury”; “combustible sulphuiixed In the pictures lower center is the alchemical
sulphur and volatile, or ethereal, sulphur”; andadept, the philosopher who has achieved the rec
“elementary salt, earthly salt, and central salt.” Ironciliation of opposites in his person, and therefore
the next inner band are the words “four kinds of firen the three worlds. He is the divine androgyng¢
are requisite for the work.” Solar Mercury occupiesvho has tamed, unified, and transmuted all diverse
the central triangle, which is positioned above and chaotic elements in the created world, which |s
hexagram (one involution, one evolution triangle)symbolized by the double-bodied lion. In him, the
The slightly darker lower right side of the illus Christ initiate, the macrocosm is glorified. [
tration depicts a nocturnal, the left side a diurnal, —C.W.

(@)

THE ROSICRUCIAN COSMO-CONCEPTION

By Max Heindel

his book gives a complete outline of testernWisdomTeachings as far as it

may be made public at the present time. It contains a comprehensive outline of
the evolutionary processes of man and the universe, correlating science with
religion. The author received thiseaching personally from
the Rosicrucian Brotherhood.

THE ROSICRUCIAN
COSMO-CONCEPTION

This is the textbook used in the Rosicrucian
Philosophy Correspondence Cour se.

PART ONE: A treatise on theVisible and InvisibleWorlds, Man and the
Method of Evolution, Rebirth and the Law of Cause arfddEf

PART TWO: Covers the scheme of Evolution in general and in particular the ?
Evolution of the Solar System, the Earth, and its Humanity

PART THREE: Treats of Christ and His Mission, Future Development of Man an Pl Use Order F
Initiation, EsotericTraining, a Safe Method éfcquiring First-hand ease Use Uraer Form
Knowledge, Christian Rosenkreuz and the Rosicrucian Order on page 64

NEW HARDCOVER EDITION: 717 pages, including a 100-padehabetical Index and a 60-pagepical index
PAPER EDITION: 610 pages with 60-pagepical Index. Published bihe Rosicrucian Fellowship.
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RELIGION AND THE PUBLIC REALM

How to Think About
Secularism

HATEVER IS MEANT BY
secularization, few will dispute
that in this century the public
culture has become less el
gious. This is not, as some
suggest, simply the result of the separation (
church and state that first happened some t
centuries earlierSuch separation did not then
entail the alienation of culture from its religious
roots. InAmerica, for instance, the end of state
established religion did not mean the end of th
predominantly Christian and Protestant characts
of American culture. In othewWestern societies,
the linkage between the state and one or anot
Christian church continued to befeftive well
into this centuryYet in these societies, too, we
see evidence of secularization, typically muc g
further advanced than in the Un|ted States Oil on canvas, 1870, CarI.BIoch, Chapel, Frederiksborg Castle, Denmark
Seculafization is not caused by the separation o ;. The Baptism of Jesus S
Living in a secular societyhe student of Rosicrucian teach
church and stat@he roots of the process of secu ings meets with the indifience of agnostic or atheistiel
larization, resulting in the present alienation oiativists as well as with the impatience, if not angéorthe
public culture from religion, and especially from dox Christians who find many esoteric truths unsettling—fo

L. . instance, that at the Baptism by John #trehangel Christ,
Christianity are planted in the seventeenth centUpegent of the Sun, ergerthe body of the man Jesus.
ry.

A public climate of secularism undermines thesupport in holding that a given account of reality i
confidence of Christians in the truth of what the)@|ausib|e_When such support is weakened, peopl
believe. InA Rumor ofAngels (1969), Peter L. need to muster a strong personal determination
Berger describes believers as a “cognitive minoriorder to maintain beliefs that are out of line with
ty” whose standards of knowledge deviate fromhe beliefs of others around them. gets is a
what is publicly taken for granted. Bgr wrote social and psychological analysis of the situatio
about “plausibility structures.” People need sociajn which people find themselves, quite apart fron

— __ : the truth of what they may believe. “It is, of
This article first appeard (June/July 1996) iRirst Things

A Monthly Journal of Religion and Public Lier information course, possible to”go against the“SOCIaI consens
call 1-800-783-4903) and ieprinted hee with permission. that surrounds us,” Bger notes, “but there are
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[72)

powerful pressures (which manifest themselves gweferences and culturally conditioned prejudice
psychological pressures within our own consciousupon others, and is therefore not only illegitimats
ness) to conform to the views and beliefs of oubut morally ofensive. Beyond the question of mis
fellow men.” This is precisely the experience ofsions, we might ask ourselves why people shou|d
Christians living in a dominantly secular culture. embrace the Christian faith unless they think that
In a secular milieu, even an elementary knowlthe apostolic teaching is true. More precisely
edge of Christianity—its histoyyeachings, sacred today the question is whether it is even meaningful
texts, and formative figures—dwindles. It is noto claim that Christian teaching is trdée idea of
longer a matter of rejecting Christian teachingstruth is absolutely vital for the Christian faitfhe
large numbers of people have not the vaguestestruction of that idea is key to legitimating a-seq
knowledge of what those teachings arkis is a ularist culture, since the idea of truth touches on
remarkable development when one considers hosecularisns greatest vulnerability
foundational Christianity is to the entire story of Secularism and, more comprehensiyvetpder
Western cultureThe more widespread the igno nity itself have sometimes been depicted as the
rance of Christianity the greater the prejudice consequence of apostasy from the Christian faith.
against ChristianityThus people who do not know That was the view of, for instance, the great Swigs
the diference between Saul dlarsus and John Protestant theologian Karl Bartiiccording to
Calvin are quite certain that Christianity has beeBarth, modern culture has been a revolt against the
tried and convicted as a religion of oppressionChristian faith aimed at putting the human being in
When such people do get interested in religion dhe place of Godlhere is much to be said for that
“spirituality”—their interest being a natural reac interpretation, for the human reality has indeeg
tion to the shallowness of a secularist culture—become basic in modern culture in a manner-com
they frequently turn not to Christianity but to parable to the religious foundation of earlier-cul
“alternative religions.” tures. The concern for human rights is but one
In this cultural circumstance, it is not easy toaspect, although the politically most importan
communicate the Christian messagke dificul- aspect, of modernitg’ preoccupation with man.
ty is exacerbated by the cultural relativizing of theThus it came about that the human individual was
very idea of truthThis is a very significant change seen as the highest value and criterion of good.
from the secularism of the Enlightenmeiite It is doubtful, howeverthat this development
secularist thinkers of the Enlightenment ehalshould be dismissed in its entirety as an instance |of
lenged Christians to justify their truth claims byapostasy It may well be agued that the strong
rational agument rather than by simple appeal temphasis on the human person has a distinctly
religious authority But both Christians and their Christian origin. In this respect, Christianity has
opponents assumed that there was a truth about tipeat deal in common with the modern spirit. On
matters in disputélhat cannot be assumed todaymay even suggest that the modern spirit-co
In the view of manyincluding many Christians, tributed to liberating Christian consciousness fro
Christian doctrines are merely opinions that mayhe distortion of intolerance. In other words, th
or may not be &fmed according to individual relationship between the Christian faith an
preference, or depending on whether they speak toodernity is ambivalent, and does not perm
personally felt needs. Christians to reject modernity in an unqualified
The dissolution of the idea of truth—of truth thatmanner Although modern culture in its secularist
does not need my approval in order to be true—turn no doubt contributed to alienating many peg
severely undercuts the Christian understanding @ie from the Christian faith, it is necessary fo
evangelization or mission. Missionary proclama Christians to learn and remember the lesson taught
tion was once understood as bringing the truth tby the rise of modernityand to incorporate that
others, and was therefore both legitimate anbksson in the Christian consciousness.
extremely important. For many toddkie mission The distinction between the secular realm and
ary enterprise is a matter of imposing our personahe realm called religious or spiritual is nothing
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new in Christian historyin earlier centuries, how §
ever that distinction did not amount to a separatio
of the secular—politics, economics, laaduca
tion, arts—from the spiritual influence of the
Church. To the contrary the very distinction
between the secular and religious had a Christig
basis.That Christian basis was the awareness th
the existing social order was imperfect and prov
sional; it was not yet the kingdom of Godith
respect to any existing social ordé€hristianity
provided an eschatological modesfihis set
Christian societies apart from other religiousl
imbued cultures such as Islam. It distinguished t
Byzantine Empire from the empire of pre-
Christian Rome. In the post-Constantinian perio
there was a balance between the authority of t
bishops and that of the emperaihile in ancient
Rome the emperor himself was the highest prieg
pontifex maximus

The distinction between the religious and thg
secular changed again as a result of the sixteen
century Reformation pmore preciselyas a result Py s
of the religious wars that followed the breakup of ,I o :

. . Qil on canvas, Hans Holbein the Younger (1497-15430
the medieval ChurchWhen in a number of coun John Calvin
tries no religious party could successfully impostyiie John Calvin sought to make moral virtues and bibli
its faith upon the entire societthe unity of the cal precepts as influential in the lives of secular communitiep
social order had to be based on a foundation othas they wez in religious oders, his doctrines of election and
than religion. Moreover religious conflict had predestination pymoted a capitalism and materialism that
. . could exist independently of arsligious persuasiaon

proved to be destructive of the social orderthe
second half of the seventeenth centtingrefore, population.WhenWilliam of Orange proclaimed
thoughtful people decided that, if social peace wage principle of religious toleration, he thought he
to be restored, religion and the controversies-ass@as acting in line with Luthés teaching about the
ciated with religion would have to be bracketed. Iappeal to conscience and the liberty of th
that decision was the birth of modern seculaf culChristian. In fact,William had taken a decisive
ture. It would in time lead to secularism and & culstep toward a thorough reconstruction of the socigl
ture that is properly described as secularist. order and of culture itself.

In earlier centuries, the bracketing of religion The older assumption that the unity of society
would have been unimaginable. Even in the sixrequires the unity of religion was not unsupportefl
teenth century Reformers and Catholics alike by good reasons. If citizens are to obey the law and
assumed that religious unity was indispensable t@spect the authority of civil government, they
the unity of societyAlthough they emphasized the must believe that it is morally right to do so, that
decisive importance of the individual consciencehey are not simply submitting to the caprice of
in matters of faith, neither Luther nor Calvin eon those in powerlf power is to be deemed legiti
ceived of the possibility of religious toleration. mate, it must be exercised in the name of sonme
The step toward religious freedom and toleratiouthority that is beyond human arbitrariness and
was first taken in the Netherlands, near the end efianipulation. Religion obliged and constraineq
the sixteenth centuryin order to restore peace those in power as well as those over whom pow
between Catholic and Protestant sectors of thg exercised. In such an ordéne subject and the
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ruler sense that they are united in their resporsibisuch a person belongs to the chosen. For the
ity to an authority that is above both. Calvinist, then, there was a powerful motivation t¢
Today such a view of moral legitimacy and thdive in a manner befitting the regenerate. In ene
social order seems antiquEhat older viewhow  worldly vocation, in conscientious observation o
ever was not rejected because it had been refutede duties to which one is called, one bore witnesgs
by agument. Ratherit was abandoned for prag to regenerationAnd so it wasWeber agued, that
matic reasons: the gent need to restore socialthe rational asceticism of the early capitalists had
peace in the face of bloody religious conflictsits source in the otherworldly hope of Calvinist
overrode other considerations. In the absence spirituality. That spirituality was secularized, hew
religious ways of legitimating government, alter ever when the dedication it engendered was put iIn
native theories were developed. Most importanthe service of the multiplication of capital. Eventu;
among these is the idea of representative geverally, according tdNVeber this produced a capitalist
ment. Still todayhoweveythe plausibility of these system that functions in a manner quite indepet
theories of legitimation rests more upon pragmatident of the religious motivation that gave it birth...
considerations than upon convincing@amnent. In these and other theories, a religious content|is
After the wars of religion, the religious founda transformed into something immanent and thig
tion of society law, and culture was replaced byworldly. Hans Blumenber is among those who
another and that new foundation was calledhave objected to such theories because they put
human natureThus there arose systems of naturamodern culture under obligation to its Christiar
law, natural morality and even natural religion. past; they suggest that the real substance of mqd
And, of course, there was a natural theory of-govern culture belongs originally and most truly tg
ernment, presented in the form of social contradChristianity Against that view Blumenbeg
theories. Such theories demonstrated the need fagued that modernity had emancipated itself fron
civil government in order to secure individual-sur the oppressive claims of the Christian religion. Ngt
vival at the price of the natural freedom of individ Christian vestiges but human autonomy formefd
uals (e.g., Hobbes), or in order to secure individuahe core of the modern mind. In fact, howevkis
freedom within the limits of reason and law (e.g.position is not so far removed from the theorists qf
Locke). Theories using human nature as the founsecularization discussed aboVéey, too, believed
dation of the political, legal, and cultural orderthat the religious legacy had been transformed info
made it possible for European nations to put an ersbmething radically new—as radically new as ong
to the period of religious warfar€hey also made might expect when humanity replaces God at the
possible, perhaps inevitable, the autonomy of eenter
secular society and culture determinedly indepen There is howevera fateful flaw in both posi
dent from the influence of church and religious trations. The one side claims that processes of secl
dition. larization are responsible for the transition fromn
The foregoing account of the rise of the seculamedieval to modern culturé’lhe other explains
social order is associated witilhelm Dilthey.  that transition in terms of emancipation from a-reli
There are other theories of course. Perhaps bagbusly dominated culture. Both view the rise o
known is MaxWebets account of the origins of modern culture as a primarily ideological process.
modern capitalismAccording toWeber modern The reality | am aguing, is that the transition in
capitalism was not produced by purely economiquestion was not, or at least not chigftleologt
factors but arose from the Calvinist doctrine ofcally driven. It was religious civil war and the
predestination and its influence on human conductlestruction of social peace that made it necessary
Calvin taught that, although Gadéternal decree to abandon the older idea that public culture mugt
ordaining the election or repudiation of the indi be based upon religious unitgvery efort to set
vidual remains mysterious, whether a particulatle the conflicts between religious parties had begn
person is elect can be surmised from his conduah vain. Those who tried to cope with this circum
If he does the works of regeneration, it is likelystance did not think that they were turning away
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from the Christian faith in their fefrt to find a find ambiguities that result from a sometimesuri
more stable basis for the social ord&fith rela ous admixture of Christian and non-Christiar

tively few exceptions, they understood themselvegleas.The most important example is the modern

to be devout Christians, and would have beeiea of freedomThere is a clearly Christian root in
scandalized by the thought that they were deprivhe belief that all human persons are born to be fr¢
ing Christian truth claims and morality of public and that such freedom should be respedibdre
influence. is the biblical teaching that human beings are cr{
Put diferently, the modern emancipation from ated in the image of God and created to enjoy-cor]
religion was not the intention but the long-termmunion with God. In fact, it is only communion
result of reconstituting society on a foundatiorwith God that actually makes us free, according t
other than religious faith. No break withJesus (John 8:36) and Paul (Corinthians 3:17

Christianity was intended by those who based pubWhile every human being is created to enjoy thf

lic culture on conceptions of human nature ratheireedom that comes from communion with God, i
than religion. In fact, is only in Christ that

Christian ideas contin | \A/hile every human being IS such freedom is fully
ued to be socially realized through

effective, although created to enjoy the freedom redemption from sin
they were gradually| that comes from communion | and death. Such is the

transmogrified  into . P . . Christian idea of free
secularized beliefs, andg with GOd’ Itis onIy in Christ dom....

it is not surprising that,| that such freedom is fu||y The prevailing idea

in time, many people ; : of freedom in our soei
forgot where the ideag realized through redemptlon eties today of course,

came from in the firstf from sin and death. Such is is the idea that each

place. the Christian idea of freedom.| person has the right to
In thinking about the do as he pleases.
relationship between Freedom is not con

Christianity and modern culture, it is important tonected to any notion of the good as constitutive (
keep these factors in mind: first, modernity at théreedom itself. Because of the incompleteness
outset was not opposed to the Christian faith; sebluman existence in historany idea of freedom
ond, the lack of tolerance among Christians in theawvolves the risk of abuse. But it does make a vef
post-Reformation period was directly responsibléig difference whether the distinction between th
for the rise of a secularist cultuhat Christians use and abuse of freedom is obser¥§ten it is
should learn from this is thegency of overcom observed, itis possible to challenge the equation
ing their inherited controversies and of restoringreedom with licensel'he ambiguity built into the
some form of unity among themselves. In additionmnodern idea of freedom helps us understand-seq
the idea and practice of tolerance must be incorpdar cultures ambivalence when it comes to value
rated into the Christian understanding not only oin general, and our cultural nervousness abo

freedom but of truth itself.Without these affirming the contents and standards by which the

changes— changes that only Christians can bringulture itself is definedwith respect to values and
about—it is quite unreasonable to expect modercultural traditions, as with truth claims, a eon
culture to reconsider the exclusion of religion fromsumerist attitude prevails. Each chooses accordi
the public squarelhe memory of the role of reli to his preferences or perceived neéldse disen
gion in the origins of modernity powerfully rein gagement of the idea of freedom from an idea ¢
forces the contemporary prejudice that religion irthe true and the good is the great weakness of s¢
the public square is divisive, intolerant, andularist societies.
destructive of civil society Under the influence of thinkers such as Ma
Very much at the heart of modern culture waNeber the dominant assumption of modernity ha
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been that secularization will continue to pervad,|
all aspects of social and individual behayiweith
religion increasingly pushed to the mas. In the
last two or three decades, howevehas become ?
evident that secularization (@s some prefepro
gressive modernization) faces severe problemny
The thoroughly secularized social order gives ris %
to a feeling of meaninglessness: there is a vacut
in the public square of political and cultural life,
and this invites violent outbreaks of dissatisfac
tion. As a consequence, it is hard to predict thigs
future of the secularist societlf depends in part &
on how long most people will be willing to pay thefie®

feel sure of the comforts offafence, they may be |
willing to tolerate these tensions indefiniten [
the other hand, irrational reactions are unprds
dictable, especially when there is a sense that t
institutions of society are not legitimaféhe cir  §&¢
cumstance of modern secular society is more pri
carious than we may want to recognizkose who
recognize the danger call for a f@afation of the
traditions by which the culture is defined, and mos"

specifically for the redifrmation of the religious - TheMeal in Emmaus
roots of those traditions. If we think it is necessary togiect divinely evealed truth

. . . from critical inquiry (as opposed to negative criticism), wee ar
Such a call is no doubt in the self-interest of thip fact displaying our unbelief. Such inquiryhile it may at

secularist societyReligion as such, howevdras times pose difficulties, will finally enhance the splendor o
little stake in whether that call is heeded. Contrarthe truth of God. Confidence in that truth is the only-ade

P ; uate and worthyasponse to the challenge of secularism.
to anxieties widely expressed a few decades ago yasp 9

people of religious faith, it is now obvious that thewyrn to Christianity seems to be the exception. Orje
future of religion is less precarious than the futurgeason for this is the prejudice against Christianit
of secularist societySecularization is far from gs “conventional religion” in the public conscieus
being an unstoppable juggernalihe more seGU ness of the secularist culturEhis helps explain
larization and what is called progressive moeernthe widespread enthusiasm for “alternative-reli
ization advance, the more they produce a need fgjons.” Another reason why many people are inter
something else that can bestow meaning upassted in any religion but Christianity is found in
human life. Such meaning, if it is to bdegfive, the way that the churches have responded to the
must be perceived as given; not given to our liveghallenge of secularisPnd that brings me to my
by ourselves but by some authority beyond oufinal point: How should churches respond to th
contrivanceThe resugence of religion and quasi- secularist culture?
religious movements that started a few decadesThe absolutely worst way to respond to the chal
ago took secularist intellectuals by surprise, but fenge of secularism is to adapt to secular standards
could have been predicted (and was predicted ki language, thought, and way of life. If member
some) as an inevitable result of secularism. of a secularist society turn to religion at all, they d
This renewed interest in religion, howevkeas so because they are looking for something oth

not always turned to Christianityn some soei  than what that culture already provides. It is cour
eties, and in sectors of all modern societies, the

Oil on canvas, c. 1530, Jacopo da Pontormo (1494-16), Uffizi Gallery, Florence
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terproductive to dér them religion in a secular universal validity of the Christian teaching.
mode that is carefully trimmed in order not to Secularists are right to expose irrationality
offend their secular sensibilities. In this connecfanaticism, and intolerance when they appear In
tion, it seems that mainline churchesAmerica the name of religion, even if the secularists som
have yet to internalize the message of Dean Kellegymes do so in order to discredit religion as such.
in his book of a quarter century agdvhy Authentic Christian teaching appropriates all that
Conservative ChahesAre Giowing What people is valid in the secularist culture, while laying clai
look for in religion is a plausible alternative, or atto, and focusing attention upon, the truth that th
least a complement, to life in a secularist societysecularist spirit no longer deems worthy of atten
Religion that is “more of the same” is not likely totion. Christians can confidently do this becaus
be very interesting. they know that, just as Christian doctrines wer
| hasten to add that this is not aguanent for once challenged in the name of reason and a rat
dead traditionalismThe old-fashioned ways of nal approach to truth, so today secularism itself has
doing things in the churches may include elementsecome irrational. In our contemporary circum
that are insudérably boring and empty of meaning. stance, there is high promise in renewing the-cla
Christianity proposed as an alternative or complesical alliance between Christian faith and reaso
ment to life in a secularist society must | Christians who lay claim to reason,
be both vibrant and plausible however must be ready to accept
Above all, it must be substar criticism, and to cultivate an
tively different and propose . ethos of self-criticism withig
difference in how people liv__—"~ &= their own communities
When message and ritual « Traditional doctrines and fornis
accommodated, when thdeid- of spirituality, along with the
ing edges are removed, people a. Bible itself, are not exempt from
invited to suspect that the ajgr do not critical inquiry. Such inquiry is required
really believe anything so very distinctivéhe by the alliance of faith and reason. Christian conf
plausible and persuasive presentation of Christiagkence in the truth of God and His revelation should
distinctives is not a matter of marketing. It is abe vigorous enough to assume that truth will ng
matter of what the churches owe to people in olsuccumb to any findings of critical inquir®f
secularist societies: the proclamation of the risenourse, there are prejudiced and distorted forms pf
Christ, the joyful evidence of new life in Christ, of criticism that presuppose a secularist worldviey
life that overcomes death. that is inescapably hostile to Christian faith. Fo
As this is not an gument for traditionalism critical inquiry to flourish, such false criticisms
(keeping in mind Jaroslav Pelikanuseful obser must be firmly exposed and resisted.
vation that tradition is the living faith of the dead, How to distinguish between critical inquiry and
while tradition is the dead faith of the living), criticism that has been poisoned by the presupp
so it is not an gument for fundamentalism. sitions of secularism is a subject for another essgy
Admittedly, the term “fundamentalist” is loosely Suffice it to say that it can be done, and it must be
used today to condemn any religion that seriouslgione. My agument is that, if we think it is neces
offends secular sensibilities. But by fundamentalisrsary to protect divinely revealed truth from critica
| mean religion that, in an unwarranted claim tanquiry, we are in fact displaying our unbelief.
certitude, refuses to engage the human capacity 8tich inquiry while it may at times pose @dul-
reason.The opposition of Christian proclamationties, will finally enhance the splendor of the truth
to the spirit of secularism must always seek anf God. Confidence in that truth—a confidencs
alliance with reasonThis is in keeping with the exhibited in proclamation and life—is the only
classical Christian tradition that, since the time ohdequate and worthy response to the challenge|of
the early Church, fged an alliance with reason secularism. 0
and true philosophy in order to contend for the —Wolfhart Pannenbegr
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NEWS PERSPECTIVES

Chemistry and Self-Consciousness

ME COMMENTATORS have body's genotype be subtly altered or degraded?
dubbedthe last one hundred years “theMore importantly will life’s intended lessons be
iotech Century” Time 1/11/99). The  subverted, thereby becoming more dire and
enty-first century promises yet more demanding at a later time?
dvanced and astonishing revelations Dr. Lawrence Diller author of Running on
from the chemical modification of behavior andRitalin (Time 11/30/98), asks, “What ifTom
the genetic manipulation of physiology Sawyer or Huckleberry Finn were to walk into myf
The concern most people have with these intrwffice tomorrow?Tom’s indifference to schooling
sions is that they seem like a rude and blind-pokand Hucks oppositional behavior would surely
ing into the heart of life, a tampering with formshave been cause for concekould | prescribe
and functions that for some are still regarded aRitalin for them too?”
holy, off limits. The unspoken assumption is, “This From an occult viewpoint, no earthly oceur
is Gods province.” People are born and develop agences are random or accidental. If we try t
they do for a reasoVe may not know what that change or suppress them without acknowledgirlg
reason is, but we have a general feeling, strong tieir likely paternity in prior behavipive reduce
inarticulate, that what happens, when it happensur consciousness to dullanore restricted, and
and how it happens, is intentional, has a purposmore automatic forms of thinking and feeling.
has a meta-physical cause. It is supposed to belt is not helpful for persons familiar with eso
because it isThis intuition is confirmed in prinei  teric teachings to simply decry the life-styles o
ple by the science of spirit, which discloses thehose ignorant of these teachings, making them
spiritual causes for material events, and shows thgey to market-driven drugs designed to tailof
part humans play in that causation. behavior and moods to demanthis is merely
As trying as a hyperkinetic child may be, is itcondescending. Knowledge carries responsibility
appropriate to medicate him,tBay putting him on  We can and must share what we knéov giving
ritalin? Wanting to save parents stress and childrethis information dispensesfettive prescriptions
confusion is understandabfnd apparent improve for a host of social and personal ills.
mentsare often immediately evident. But perhaps While people may enhance their performance
the parent is supposed to feel stress and the childgger the short term, with drugs like ProZdizgra,
meant to experience confusion, in order thatRitalin, and the like, the artificial adjustment may,
through trial, suering, and soul growth, lauman  aggravate matters over the long term, becthese
and permanent, and not merely a chemical argte no chemical solutions for spiritual problems.
temporary solution can be achieved. Is evolution We believe that medicines have their prope
being thwarted or sidetracked by drugging humanslace, particularly those that derive from naturg
into docility, conformity and mere competence? sources. But they do not relieve us of our respo
And what about the ffct of the chemical itself? sibility to confront our self-made destiny and tg
“Let’s not deny Ritalin works,” says a family ther come to terms, naturally and in full consciousness,
apist, “but why does it work and what are the longwith the lives we have inherited from ourselves—
term efects of taking the substanceWill the so that we may learn and, by learning, grow]
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BOOK REVIEWS

To Know As We Are Known

T SHOULD COME as no surprise that cation” will try to root out our fear of having our

modern education emphasizes the assimilagnorance exposed and our orthodoxies ch

tion of “objective” facts, encourages amorallenged. It will do so by teaching obedience, that ig,

curiosity, and inculcates an ability to control the ability to listen to what we would know so tha

and manipulate datahere is some prag as much as identifying it (the to-be-known) “ou
matic merit in these practices, but they are symghere,” we open ourselves, we listen to what th
tomatic of an imbalance in learning wherein th&known can teach us, can tell us, ultimatelyout
knower does not really know life because heurselves, because what is “out there” is already
remains lagely unknown to himself, taken for us and when we risinknowing who we think we
granted, an unexplored assumption. are, we begin to know who we really are.

Parker Palmera master teachgoroposes a sys  Palmer wants to find “a common focus for my
tem of learning that is based on dynamic and caspirit-seeking heart and my knowledge-seekin
ing relations between beings—beings who arenind that embraces reality in all its amazing
made in the image of God. Palmer is a Christian.dimensions.’"While the minds$ vision excludes the

The title of his short but densely written bookheart, the head’vision can include the mind.
describes what he believes to be the object of edu This book is for teachers and learners—speake
cation, and the object of lif@o Know AsWe Are  and hearers of thé/ord. It challenges us to see
Known: Education As a Spiritual Journey (Harper how we manipulate and attempt to dominate truf
Books, San Francisco, 1993)he books title is rather than letting it inform and transform us
drawn from the well-known passage on love in StPerhaps the boakkey idea is that since the incar
Pauls first letter to the Corinthians. nation of Christ, truth has become a personal ang

For Palmer knowing is a profoundly communalrelational experience. It involves “a vulnerable
act. Objectivity is a myth if it denies that to truly faithful, and risk-filled interpretation of the knew
know something is to have a living relationshiper and the known.And if truth is personal, then
with it—not only to know it but to be changed bycreeds and institutions are only the objectifie
it. Knowledge is transformative. In the absence o$hells of the truth—seeking life that pulses ir
communal virtues, the intellectual rigor of know every human heart. “@&/will find truth not in the
ing too easily turns into intellectualgor mortis. fine points of our theologies or in ourganiza

In a passage reminiscent of one of Maxional allegiances but in the qualities of our rela
Heindels concerns, Palmer writes that “whentionships.”To search for truth is to reach out with
institutional conditions create more combat thamur whole person for relationships which can re
community when the life of the mind alienatesform us and the world in the original image of

more than it connects, the heart goes out of thingggve—to know as we are known. Love, then, i$

and there is little left to sustain us.” both the means to and the essence of vital know
Palmer contends that it is feaot ignorance per edge—or ratheiit is perfect knowing, as reflected

se, that is the enemy of learning. Fear gives-ignan the words, “I and the Father are one.” [

rance its power‘An authentic spirituality of edu —Carl Swan
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH

Simply Heavenly
The \kgetarian Diet—
Reflections and Recipe

RIGINALLY, CHRISTIANS, like their
ewish spiritual antecedents, the Essene
ere vegetarians, but in time the insis
ence on a vegetarian diet became-cor

fined to the monasteries. One of the mos

interesting monastic “relics” of the early Christiar
era is a letter written by a monk of Egypt to one ¢
his disciples who had gone Atexandria on some all Orthodox Christians—lay as well as monastic—
project and there had begun to eat meat. Learning totally abstain from meat, fish, eggs, and dair
of this, the monk immediately wrote to him, products on nearly alWednesdays and Fridays, ag
exhorting him to return to his vegetarian wayswell as all days in the seasons of abstinence, such
reminding him that in Paradigglam and Eve had as the forty days of Lent anddvent. In the
been told: “Behold, | have given you every herlOriental Orthodox Churches these days of abs!i
bearing seed, which is upon the face of all theence comprise more than half of the calendar
earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of year
tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat” But many of the Eastern Christian monastics—
(Gen. 1:29)This being so, the monk wrote, thoseand some non-monastics as well—prefer to obserye
who aspire to return to that pristine state of purityhis abstinence all the tim&his is because in the
and communion with God must eat the diet oEastern Church such abstinence is not regarded|as
Paradise while on the earth in order to preparpenitential self-denial or “mortification of the
themselves to regain that lost blessedness. flesh,” but rather as an aid to interior prayef
Although at times, especially in th#est, this (HesychiaThe Silence)The Fathers of the East
ideal was fogotten, whenever there was a resurtaught that diet had a formative influence on th
gence of spiritual consciousness and reforrmind-which they saw as a field of eggr not
among the monastics, the absolute first principlenerely the physical brain, which they considerefl
would be that of total abstinence from animal flesto be only the organ of the min@ihey observed
(including eggs) in all forms. Usually this absti that some foods made the mental processes moye
nence would be extended to dairy products as welnents of noetic engies) heavy whereas other
In the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churchefbods made the mind light and quick in movement.
this principle is still evident in the requirement forTopping the list of “heavy” foods were all animal

: proteins, including dairyln contrast, vegetables,
This article draws upon the wise and wry d®rofAbbot

Geoige Burke in his boogimply Heavenly!the Monastery 9'&!NS, and frwts—?he fO.Od of Paradise—wers
Vegetarian Cookbookt is available fom St. Geage Pess, S€en to make the mind fluid and able to grasp the

1482 Rango ¥, Borrego Springs, CA2004 subtleties of spiritual thought and experienc
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(theoria). vegetarian food. | am glad to say that by means
In this approach to vegetarianism they werehe recipes in this book our monastery [Light o
maintaining the principle to be found in theChrist MonasteryBorrego Springs, CA] has done
Aramaic text of theevangelion Da-Mephaashe so for many yearéind so can you. Every recipe in
the oldest text of the Gospels known to existthis book has been put to the ultimate test: eatin
There, in the Gospel of Luke (21:3 4), Jesus sayd/e always eat together with those who attend o
most forthrightly: “See that you do not make yourSunday church service, so we cook several expe
minds heavy by never eating meat or drinking mental dishes for the Sunday lun@inen we vote
wine.” In our own centurySaint John of Kronstadt on whether or not to pass them on to yidus way

D!
g
q

(+1908) wrote that the more we live in the spiritl can make sure that each recipe that goes into this

the less will we live on animal flesh—the implica book is one that produces really good food, and n
tion being that those who live fully in the spirit just some mediocre mess that can get by merg
abstain completely from animal food. Saint John, Because it does not nauseate the ealbe may

non-monastic parish priest, insisted that his spiriseem strong language, but | am increasing

tual children abstain at all times from animalunhappy with the low quality of the recipes thaf

foods, thus keeping a perpetual leftiose priests usually appear in vegan publicatiokghy a vegan
who were under his spiritual aegis did the same ishould be subsisting on fare that would have be¢
relation to those under their spiritual care. dished up in the Cro-Magnon era when daiear
Now that more detailed—and honest—researchmissed the bison is beyond me.
and information regarding diet and health are When | quit eating meat the quality of my food
becoming widely spread, many adgrand laity of got better—not just from the health aspect, bt
the Orthodox Church who had previously held afirom the flavor aspect as well. No longer relying
indifferent attitude toward observance of the tradion a main dish of death to distract the attention ¢
tional rules of abstinence are realizing the wisdorthe diners from the insipidity of the vegetables,
of the ancient ways. had to get competitive with the carnivore cooks—
So much excellent material has been written oof which | had been oné&nd | easily surpassed
the material and spiritual “why” of vegetarianismthem, much to their and my surpriddings went

that | will not add any more here. (I would, thoughalong quite well for years until it became evident

like to recommend four publicationdaVhats that a vegetarian had to be just that—and dai
Wrong Wth Eating Meat by Vistara ParhanDiet needed to be eliminatedhe result was that we
For ANewAmericg by John Robbins, and my two “ate better” than ever before.

booklets—he Four Soul Killers and Spiritual So much has been written on the subject of ve
\Vegetarianisim) etarian and vegan diet that there is no need for

But | do want to say a word about the quality ohere.The proof is in the eating and in the resulting
vegetarian food—at least what | think it should behealth benefits.

From the first day | became a vegetarian | have Flour
been convinced that vegetarian food should not Most recipes in this book call for unbleachec
just be healthy in a theoretical sense and eaten likéhite flour This may be surprising to some, but
medicine, but that it should be really good food—whole wheat flour is often simply too strong in its
in taste and appearance. In fact, since it is better ftaste and interferes with the desired flavor
us than non-vegetarian food, it should taste eveAlthough unbleached white flour does not contai
better than non-vegetarian foodccomplishing all the nutrients of whole wheat flquit is not
that is not so simpleThis cookbook $imply devoid of food value. Bleached flgurowever is
Heavenly] is a result of more than twenty years’both worthless and poisonous.
endeavor to do so.

One of the best ways to motivate others to-con Gluten
sider becoming vegetarian is to feed them good Gluten is the protein of wheat (flour) that
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remains when the starch is washed away in watdyetter than “the real thing” and you have them
Gluten is sometimes referred to as “seitan,imore than halfway to taking what a friend of oursj
although that is a Japanese term properly appliezhlled “the first step to wisdom”: a vegetarian diet,
only to gluten that has been flavored with soy saucé. is results that count.

Gluten can be made into a variety of meat-sub With these recipes vegetarians can continde
stitutes that are an ideal means of supplyingsing the dishes they liked when they ate miest.
healthy protein to the diet—something all vegetarl have said, they are also excellent means of con
ilans need just as much as non-vegetaridwe-  vincing non-vegetarians that they can “live” with
thirds of a cup of raw gluten supplies 56 grams obut meat, and they can help beginning vegetarians
protein—a little more than the recommended dailynake the transition to a non-meat diet.
allowance for a 167-pound maflso they are a By using these meat substitutes the family cooKs
boon for those of us who are frustrated with the&an also keep right on using the same recipes and
way So many commercial meat substitutes contaithe same cookbooks they have all aloWhen
egg albumenrAnd they are much, much less in costmeat is called for—no problem!
than the commercial substitutes, too! Raw gluten, unflavored and uncooked, will keep

Gluten is usually to be preferred f@xtured only one daylt should not be frozen.

Vegetable Protein (TVP), becaus®P is made Once gluten is cooked, any that is not going t
using a chemical process to separate the soy flobe used right away should be frozen It will keej
from the soybeans. | was told by the owner of &ndefinitely and can also be refrozen.

health food store (who refused to SEWP) that Unfrozen cooked gluten can be kept, refrigeraf
Hexane, a poison, is used in the procesgafic ed, for up to one week.

TVP made in a non-chemical manner is available Dishes containing gluten can only be kept a
from: The Farm, Summertowiiennessee, 38483. long as the “life” of the other ingredients.

Many vegetarians who feel an aversion for meat Gluten should be stored in airtight containers.
dislike the idea of eating non-meat substitutes that Those who have trouble with gluten can makg
look or taste like meafhis is quite understand just about all of the meat substitutes given in this
able, yet meat substitutes can be of great value. Foook by using an equal amount of tofu that hds
one thing they can demonstrate to meat-eaters thaten frozen, thawed, pressed, and cut into slices|or
there is an alternative to animal fleSthey also pieces and then cooked in the flavoring broth.
make it very easy for people to make the transition [Of the over one thousand recipes contained in
to vegetarianism, since they can keep on eating tl8&mply Heavenly-which includes an extensive
kind of dishes they have been used to for much a#venty-two page index—including salads, unmeat
their life. dishes, broths, casseroles, tofu dishes, gravigs,

Meat substitutes are often the only tactic a persauces, pasta, and desserts, we have selected|the
son has to convince spouse or children that vegdirections for preparing gluten and two unmegt
tarianism does not mean grazing out in the badlecipes, since these may be of particular interest|to
yard. For no matter how delicious and creativeéhe reader—Ed.]
vegetarian dishes can be, there are some who just
cannot believe they are eating “real food” if it does
not include meat—or something very like it. | am .

. ave done it once.
not theorizing.Through the years we have helpe : : :
. » Do not use pastry flour in this because it doe
many individuals and families to become vegetarnot have enough gluten to work
ian by means of these meat substitutdthough '
our personal motives for diet are based on what we 8 c¢. Whole wheat flour
feel are bed-rock principles of health and spiritual 8 c. White flour
development, not many share those ideals—at 6 c. Cold (not chilled) water
first. But serve them up a “meat” dish that is even Mix the flour and water together and knead it fof

~ 0
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Basic Gluten
Dont let this intimidate you. It is easy after you
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about 10 to 15 minutes, adding water or flour aSpoon this over the UnBeef the dish and bake
(if) needed, until you have a very smooth ball o875° about 40 minutes

dough with no cracks in it. Kneading is what

develops the gluten. It should bounce back when UNCHICKEN POTPIE

you punch it.

Put this ball of dough in a bowl 3@ enough to
hold it and add enough cold water to cover the ball
completely Let it soak under water for one-half
hour at least, preferably one to two hours.

Then begin kneading it under waténeading

1/4 tsp. Unbleached white flour

1/4 tsp. Sea salt

1/2 tsp. Black pepper

1/2 tsp. Garlic powder

3c. UnChicken, cut into 1/2-inch cubes

out all the starch and being careful to hold the 2T CO”.‘ oil
: 1 1/2 c. Onion, chopped
gluten togetherChange the water when it gets :
: ; "= 1c. Carrots, sliced
quite milky from the starch, and keep changing it .
. lc. Celery sliced
until the water stays almost cledhe last part of 5T Water

the kneading should be done in a colander (not a
strainer) under running water

If the dough disintegrates in the kneading-wash
ing you must try another brand of flour

Cook according to one of three methods [given

1lc. Peas

3T. Non-dairy magarine

4 c. Mushrooms, sliced

1/4 c. Unbleached white flour
1tsp. Seasalt

in the book].
TAMALE PIE 1/4 tsp Sagg, powdered
1tsp. Garlic powder
2cC. UnBeef, ground [cooked gluten] 1/4 tps. Thyme
lc. Onions, chopped 1/2 tsp. Paprika
lc. Bell pepperchopped 1/4 tsp. Black Pepper
1T Corn oil 3 1/2 c. UnChicken Broth [given elsewhere]
21/2 Tomato sauce 1 Unbaked pie crust shell, and a top
11/2c. Corn crust (Convent Pie Crust recipe)
12 c. Black olives, chopped Combine the floyrsalt, peppetand garlic powder
1 1/2 tsp. Sucanat . ;
Toss the gluten cubes in this and coat them we

1 tsp. Sea salt

4 tsp. Chili powder
1/2 tsp.  Garlic, minced
Dash Cayenne pepper

onion and cook 3 more minutesdd the carrots,
celery and water Cover and cook, stirring fre
guently until the carrots are just tendé&emove

lc. Yeast Cheez -

from the heat and stir in the peas. In a saucep
3/4 c. Cornmeal (yellow) . ) )

sauté the mushrooms, covered, in thegaane
1/2 tsp.  Sea salt : C

until they are soft. Stir in the flousalt thyme
2¢ Cold water aprika, and black peppeand cook 3 minutes
1T Non-dairy magarine paprika, PEPR

more.Whisk in the broth and simmeuncovered,
In a lage skillet, sauté the gluten, onions, and befior 10 minutes or until thickened. Mix the gravy,

pepper in the corn oil until tendetir in the toma  into the gluten and vegetable mixture and put the

to sauce, corn, olives, Sucanat, salt, chili powderest aside. Put the gluten vegetable mixture into th
garlic, and pepperSimmer 20 to 25 minutes, or pie shell, put on the top crust, seal it, and cut se
until thick. Stir in the cheez and mix thoroughly eral slits in it so the steam can escape. Bake
Put in an oiled 9x9x2 baking dish. Stir the corn400°for 20 minutes, reduce the heat to 350° ar
meal and salt into the cold wat€ook and stir bake 20 to 30 more minutes until the crust is we
until it is thick. Add the magarine and mix well. browned. U

Saute the gluten in the oil until golden. Stir in the
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HEALING

The Healing Power
of Forgiveness

EFORE LEAVING this world
our Lord gave his disciples twd
recommendations: ‘Hach the
Gospel and Heal the sickThe
second commandment, “heal t
sick,” depends upon the first, “teach t
Gospel.” It is only when we fail to apply thg
knowledge acquired that we lose our balan
are no longer at ease—that we become ¢
easedAt this stage we need a healer "
For a successful healing to take place; ﬁ
tain principles must come into plapremost p#
among which is the doctrine of fgveness. §
There is no disease that will not give we
under the power of fgivenessA good heal
er needs to develop within himself the inn¢ Oil on canvas. Bartolomé Esteban Murillo (1617-1682). National Gallery, London
power of fogiveness. Jesus Healing the Paralytic at the Pool of Bethesda

What is fogivenessWhat are its dferent Implicit in Christs healing of the paralytic (John 5:5-15) was the for

s . > B giveness of his sins, for whicemorse was the gcondition: “Behold
_comp_onents. How does it Wf’rk- goeness thou art made whole: sin no nelest a worse thing come unto thee.”
is defined as the act of ceasing to feel rese|p these wads Christ cites the need fagformation.

ment against someone on account of a wrony

committed. Fagiveness is that act of giving up theact of fogiveness. He always fgives first, then
claim to requital from or retribution upon anotherheals: “Thy sins are fgiven thee, sin no more but
person. It is the act of absorbing, of pardoning. arise, take up thy bed.”

Spiritually speaking, f@iveness is beyond ceas There is a kind of f@iveness that is of a far lower
ing to persecute the one who has wronged us, it aliber There are some people who revile the on
beyond mere pardoning. Eiveness is the highest who has diended them, burn his fault into him and
expression of love, it is love itself. Epveness is only when they have fully satisfied their own right
what makes the diérence between the old eous indignation and shown the wodkarly how
Testament and the NeWestament. Fgiveness is wrong their opponent was do they makgreat show
the central element in the fifth clause in the Lerd’ of pardoning him for his éénses.

Prayer: “Fogive us our trespasses as wegioe There is also the type of fgiveness that migtie
those who trespass against uBlie keynote of this termed a surface fgiveness, the kind thatfefsout
fifth clause is love, Christ Loveélhis clause shows ward pardon but retains inner resentment.

how important fogiveness is to our LordAll the Forgiveness is not a static act, it is a process. F
healings he carried out were always preceded by tliergiveness to be complete it must go through thre
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stages: Repentance, Reformation, and Restitutiothat for years the patients hands had been twisted
Repentance is a change of @aeiind or ones heart badly that she could not open her fingefhe

with regard to intended action as a result of regret avoman has steadfastly claimed that she bore no i
dissatisfaction, or a feeling of contrition for what onewill and could think of no mental or emotional rea
has done or omitted to d@ change of attitude son for her iliness. One dayowevey at the doctds

towards others has to occborn out of sorrow or the relentless wging, the woman tearfully broke down
awakening of a moral sense—the quality of compasand admitted to a grudge against her sister of ma

SO

1y

sion has touched the soul. years duration. In sudden heartfelt repentance she began

Reformation means to restore, renewrebuild, to  to sob and cry out, “I fgive her! | fogive her!”And
change into a new and improved form or conditionas she did so, her fingers, long immobile, straigh
it entails the removal of faults or abusesened out and she found that she could move them
Reformation is an active expression of an inner Our ability to fogive often underlies the state of
awakening; it implies a series of acts which can nour well-being. Saint Francis desired to be an iRstry
longer can done, which are viewed as unconment for Gods peace.Therefore he prays, in his
scionable. “Prayer For Peace,” that “Where there is injust

Restitution is an act of restoring or an act of makme sow pardon.” Peter came to Jesus and askg
ing good for loss or damage. If restitution cannot bé&ord how many times do | have to five my broth
made to the original person or persons involved, ther, seven times? “No, not seven times“ answereg
sincerity of our regret will compensate to somelesus, “but seventy times seveWhich means, as
extent, but by serving another in need, the restitutiolong as your brother t&#nds you.
can be completed. Of all the doctrines Christ brought to us the mog

As long as we bear grudges, regardless of whethdemanding, the most diifult to practice, is the dec
or not we are in the right about an injury done to udrine of folgiveness. It exacts the surpassing of-ond
we cannot attain to perfect healifhe unrelenting self, it needs greater sacrifice, greater sympath
attitude of mind which holds fast to grievancesgreater love, hence greater mercy
invites the crystallization that results in iliness. If we We cannot fagive our enemy if we do not have
refuse to fogive we harm ourselveé. passage from mercy In his playThe Mechant of ¥nice Shake-
Max Heindels Letters © StudentgNo. 82) illus  speare extols the greatness of meky puts in the
trates this danger mouth of young Portia these beautiful words:

We have on Mt Ecclesia several swarms of The quality of mercy is not strained,;
bees. Some time ago the gardeners were endeav It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
oring to move a swarm from one place to another Upon the place beneath; it is twice blest;
The bees because enraged at this interference with It blesseth him that gives and him that takess ‘T
their life and work they stung their aggressors mightiest in the mightiest: it becomes
severely and painfully in a number of places. The throned monarch better than his crown;
When this incident was reported to me and | His scepter shows the force of temporal power
thought it over; it struck me that there was in it a The attribute to awe and majesty
very important lessonThe bee loses its sting  Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings. But
whenever it has stung, and then it dies. How mercy is above this sceptred sway;
strictly the law of justice deals with it! It auto It is enthroned in the hearts of kings,
matically Kills itself when harming anyone else. It It is an attribute to God himself;
is not an avenging God but its own act that brings And earthly power doth then show likest God’
the retributions. When mercy seasons justice.

Consider the case of a patient, suddenly contrite Mercy goes hand In hand with gpvenessTrue
after nursing long-standing grievances, who simultaforgiveness is a deed of merey power that comes
neously achieved almost ‘miraculodealing of an from the heart—misericordian(seeri, to feel pity +
equally longstanding ailmenfn osteopath relates cor, heart). Mercy is the soul of fgiveness. It is
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mercy that opens the way to heal ==
ing. The healing sentence “Thy
sins are fagiven thee” is always ﬁ .
preceded by mercfhe Lord has | %% /@
always been moved with mercy |
for those he has healed.

The true act of faiving is
“degrading.”We need to develop
spiritual humility if we really
want to fogive. Spiritual humility
and the ability fully to fogive go *
hand in handThe healer needs to
develop a childlike spirit to fer
give. Only a healer spiritually
humble can dive into the stinking °
subconscious mind of thefehd- ;
er to find the cause in order tofa
nullify the efect that is the dis
ease. *Watercolor, James Tissot (1836-1902)

Forgiveness is an attribute to The Dead Appear in the Temple
God. There is an adage which Christs historic and ongoing deed of iivenessejuvenated Earth and its human
says: “to err is human, to fgive ity. After His esuriection the bodies of the saint®ae and appead to many
is divine.”It is not the personality
but the Christ within that fer
gives.A man who fogives moves
from manhood to Godhood'he
more we fogive the more divine
we become.

The noblest, the most redeem
ing and potent expression of for
giveness ever made was by Christ
Jesus from the Cross. Pain-rackec

the veil of the temple was rent in twain from top to bottom; and the
earth did quake, and the rocks rent; and the graves were opened;|and
many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves
after his resurrection, and went into the holy,cétgd appeared unto
many”(Matt. 27:51-53).

A sincere fogiveness is always followed by a miradt@mgiveness is
something beautiful, wonderful, noble. Retrospectiohich is a con
fession to oneself, is a veryf@gtive way of awakening the Spirit of for
giveness.The more we practice retrospection, the morgiWmng we

and looking out over the hostile "SCOMe:
d th % hud ed and May our Lord Christ Jesus through Geadhercy help to awaken in
crow at had sScoged and - oach of us this blessed attribute ofgiweness. 5

reviled Him, Christ Jesus reached
out beyond himself in loving cen
cern for them and said: “Father
forgive them for they know not

—Kwassi L. Djondo

Visible Helpers are just as necessary as Invisible Helpers, and pur
what they do do.This powerful friends and patie_nts may shar_e in a high pri_ville_ge, as yvell as add mych
prayer reached unto the very to the power of liberated healing force, by joining us in prayer for the
throne of the FatherWho  Sick. Our Healing Service is held every evening in the Hedlemgple

answered it by immersing our &t 6:30 (7:30 when Daylight time is infeft) and in the Pro-Ecclesia at
planet in a most & ctual healing 4:15 PM. when the Moon is in a cardinal sign on the following dates

balm. _ _ MaY....vorvoieieieeieieieeene. 2—8—15—22—29
A tremendous healing power is JUN.eeoeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 512—19—26

released when fgiveness is sin
cere.When the human race was Relax, close your eyes, and make a mental piclitee pure white

forgiven on that Good Friday a rose in the center of the Rosicran Emblem on the west wall of our Pro-
miracle happened: “And, behold, Ecclesia, and concentrate on Divine Love and Healing.
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FOR CHILDREN

The Beautiful White
Prisoner

FT MOONLIGHT STREAMED in
through the big windowflooding the
ursery with its beamsThe children
nuggled down among the cushions or
he low window seat and gazed up ali
the starsThey were waiting foAunt Patty who
had promised them a bedtime story

“l like the twinklers best,” said FannyWhy
doesnt God let them all twinkleWouldn't the sky
look pretty then?”

“Oh, | know” Kenneth exclaimed, important
with his seven years, “there arefdient kinds of
stars. | heard Mother teflunt Patty that the twin
klers are big burning suns, but the ones that shir
steadily are planets where people live.”

“Yes,” came from thoughtful Billythe suns give
out heat to warm the planets, just as our Su®
warms us. It seems to me that each sun takes care€QOh, Auntie deay how lovely!” they all cried,
of a number of planets like Daddy cares for us.” and at once began to settle down on the rug with

The children were so busy talking about the varchins propped on their hands, except little Billy
ious stars they saw that they did not hdant who thought he could hear better if held in
Patty enter the room. She stood listening, thinkingwuntie’s arms.When they were all comfortable,
what a lovely picture the little ones made in theiunt Patty began her story
white nightgowns, with earnest faces looking up to “Once there lived a wonderful Prince. Everyong
the sky called him theWhite Prince because he always

| wonder if our earth looks like a star to the peowore a pure white robe that shone like silvée
ple on the other stars,” chimed in Fanfgnd oh, lived in a beautiful home with his father King so
| wonder how God lights the stars at night and putgentle and loving that it would be impossible to tel]
them out in the dayand how He keeps them all you how great his love was.
moving. | wonder if—" “Now the King had other sons who lived with

“I shall have to call you Fanny Wonderland,” him. They too were good and beautiful and lovet
a quiet voice said just behind them; “and ndears, their elder brother th&hite Prince very dearly
since | know that you are interested in the starghey always looked up to him for wise counse]
how would you like to hear a true star story?”  and help in the work they did for their father

e||lsuog l|I9reld ©
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“The King's palace shone with wondrous]
brightness; there were no shadows at all becaug
the King and his sons shed a golden light wherev{
they went.

“Why was thatAuntie?” asked Fanny in wen
der

“Because they loved everyone so dedrly |
answeredAunt Patty softly “for in that glorious
country LIGHTIs caused by LOVE

to hear that this King of love had many otherchi
dren, countless numbers of them, and he made g

Every day the father shed long rays of his lovel
light on the star homeJhis gave strength to the Jil
children, and helped them with their work. W

“The King always knew when the star childrerj

. . o e e T - P aBG WF ' - v
Created by Ariel Agemian exclusively for the Confraternity of the Precious Blood

starhomes shone brightly; but if they were disobe
dient and selfish, the stapnmes became dim. . : _ ) ) :

“On one of these tars a certain fartily was give,1y¢e IS U she e pisor arsuhich e s cea
some important work to dd’he King was most  ful home and the father anddthers who love him so deatly
anxious that they should do it well and learn to
love him dearly; he then would make Princes oKing and his sons pondered in their minds how
them, and take them to live with him in his ownhelp could be sent, because the exceeding dimngss
beautiful palace. of the star showed that the children had indegd

“Well, one day the father and his sons werbecome very wicked, had even dotten their
walking on the palace roof looking out upon theFatherKing, and had ceased to love him.
starhomes, and a troubled look passed over all “One day the King and the Princes were sitting,
their faces.The King with great calmness said:thinking what could be donélhe King after a
‘Dear sons, | am afraid that all is not well; one ofwhile spoke: ‘Beloved sons, a messenger is need
my starhomes is not shining so brightly toda® ed to go to the Star of Sorrow to show these- chil
sad silence followed because it was the star whedegen how ungrateful and fgetful they are, and to
the important work for the King was being done. teach them how to do their work to please me.

“Each day they looked, oh, so anxioysbut Which of you, my sons, will do this for meRé
each day the star grew dimmer and dimriigne  asked sadly
passed on, the staome did not brighten, and the “Before anyone else could replghe White
faces of the King and his sons became very sdince stood up; a lovely smile lit up his face. On
indeed when they looked at what they now calletiis breast right over his heart was a white rose. |n
the Sorrowful Star its purity it shone as a diamond in all directions,

“Something had to be done to show these-chishedding such a wondrous light that the othg
dren that they were not pleasing their fatidre  Princes bowed their heads in love and adoration
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“Slowly he raised his arms, and as he did so h
body gleamed like a cross of silvéte spoke in a
sweet calm voice as he said, ‘Fathérit is thy
will, I will go to help those erring children of the
Sorrowful Star

“A shade of sadness rested for a moment on t
King's face, but it was immediately followed by 3
glorious smile of love light. ‘Beloved sontie
replied, ‘itis my will that you shall go, but you will
stay there a long, long tim&hat star will be your
prison house. LOVE alone will set you free.’

“Now a very strange thing happen#&tihile the
King and the other Princes were gazing in admira
tion on that shining cross-like badthey saw a
change come over The arms became two oeut
stretched wings, and gradually there appearg
before them a dove-like form of dazzling purity
Silently it floated out into space, taking its flight in
the direction of the Star of Sorro®oft strains of
wondrous music filled the aifalling upon the ears
of the silent watchers as they gazed on the belov
son and brother until he became lost to sight on h
pilgrimage of LOVE.

“He is still there.The children of the Sorrowful
Star have treated him cruellyet he has never
ceased to love and serve them. He will wait thel
in his sad prison until those star children have bui
enough love to measure his. Except the King,
one knows when his release will come.

“If all children would remember the beautiful
White Prisoner when they are tempted to d
naughty deeds, to speak angry words, or to thin
unkind thoughts, they would help so much to ope
the prison doorDear children, our sins are the
prison bars which keep this deétite Prisoner
captive and prevent his return to his beautify
home and the father and brothers who love him ¢
dearly”

Aunt Patty ceased speaking, and for a whil
there was silencalVhen they said “Good-night,”
Billy murmured, “PleaseAuntie dear may we
have another star story soon?”

Listening to the childres’prayers that night she
heard one of them say: “Dear Fathglease help
me to be good each day of my life. | want the bea
tiful White Prisoner to be set free.” O

—NMary Dorrington
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