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AKASHIC

Woven on the inner loom
of consciousness,
The fragile fabric of remembering
Veils the doorway of becoming.
Cryptic forms emblazoned on its folds
in gold or grey
Are trends of joy or sorrow;
And we may or may not
interpret their meaning,
As perception is perfected
by experience;
And we are given small insight
Into why we are a part
Of history’s diaphanous raiment.

—Grace R. Ballard

Front cover: Corel Professional Photos. Back cover: Detail, right-hand panel, Wilton Diptych, c. 1395, National Gallery, London, Planet Art. Above: Photodisc
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FEATURE

The Elixir

Teach me, my God and King,
In all thingsThee to see,

And what | do in any thing
To do it as foiThee.

Not rudely as a beast,

To run into an action;

But still to makeThee prepossest,
And give it his perfection.

A man that looks on glass,

On it may stay his eye;

Or if he pleaseth, through it pass,
And then the heaven espy

All may of Thee partake:

Nothing can be so mean

Which with his* tincture (fofThy sake)
Will not grow bright and clean.

A servant with this clause

Makes drudgery divine:

Who sweeps a room as fohy laws
Makes that and the action fine.

This is the famous stone
That turneth all to gold;

For that which God doth touch and ow
Cannot for less be told.

—Geoge Herbert
*In the seventh edition dfhe Works of George Herbert

in Prose and Verse this word is printed “this,” nolis,
which appears to us the more intelligible reading.
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EDITORIAL

Freedoms Obligations

HE AMERICAN revolutionary Patrick press their individual agendas: “Letmake us a
Henry famously uttered “Give me lib Jesus to please us.” If we want things badly
erty or give me deathToday the ben enough, by gollywe will find a way to get them.
eficiaries of political freedom secured For many of “the emancipated,” religion is a-cul
by the courage of people like Henrytural construct that has been outgrowvie can
want more personal autonomies, including the libwake up from our illusions, grasp our destiny with
erty to chose when and where to die; that is, wheour positivist hands, and make the hard choicgs
and where to kill themselves and to help others dimrmerly dictated by a fictive God and His child-
likewise. But a critical connection legitimizing the guiding church.With what resultsA partial list
appeal to human rights has been lost, ignored, @rould include the killing of 1-1/2 million unborn
rejected by these current proponents, who afeumans each year; the promotion of same sex mar
pressing for additional right$he unalienable rights riages to consecrate polymorphous “love”; the lah
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness enuncioratory production of designer children, including
ated by thémerican Declaration of Independenceclones; the “merciful” murdering of the elderily,
are “endowed by our Creafonot by the nation- and depressed: these “advances” are made possible
state, albeit this polity has the mandate to insur@ a God-less vacuum, into which humans rush,
that these rights be retained and protected. If owwelling out (applying the Sophistsophistry that
Creator endowed us with life, it is not ours to-can“man is the measure of all things”) with rights
cel.We are not our ownWe are keepers of a flame claims, liberty claims, and authority claims.
that must burn until our Creator withdraws it. Absent God, say goodbye objective obligationg,
But what if God is dead®/hat if one is an athe grace-giving devotions, spiritual powers which
ist, or a mere pro forma theistRen life is adven illumine and sanctify lifeAbsent God and all is
titious. It comes as it may and we belong only ta@ontingent, a function of personal predilection. Goofl
ourselves and can call it quits when we choose. and evil are only matters of personal opinion. Eagh
Christian scripture states that humans are madgthe author and referent of the first Commandmer
in the image and likeness of Gddhe Elohim said, Thou shalt have no other god but me.
“Let us make man in our imagelhe precious gift ~ What can we do to fdet and ameliorate the perils
of freedom, mars divine inheritance, allows him of Godless self-infatuation and self-desecration?
to misperceive or fget his divine Prototype. But we know betterwe will live better—in Christ,
he cannot annul its enduring realiyve must Who weeps and agonizes for being cambunsly
believe that God saw his human creation, spirit ofrucified while the dice are thrownMe must
His Spirit, and said, “It is goodAbsent God, fal demonstrate saving alternatives. Quietiymbly
ing to practice God' presence, the creature playgdare to be holyPray to théll-Good. Pray to be all
the Creatgrmakes God in his “fallen” image and good. Practice self-restraint. Be not proud in our own
must conclude that it is not as good as it can beonceits. Shine our light in anotherdarkness.
There is room for improvement. It starts withMarry high thought with pure feeling. Stand firm
demoting the nature and status of human perfet the hard right. Die daily so that the world car
tion—Christ Jesus. Our reared up personal desir@stness the Christed spistjoyful resurrection(]
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Accidents
are not Accidental

N “ACCIDENT” is an
event which happens to on
or more persons orf
things unexpectedly with-
out being foreseen and with
out intention.Therefore the accident stang
out from the general and foreseen order

events as unusual or separa#eso-called
accident is, like any other event on tfWhile science may partly explain the physics of lightning, the “fortuity’

. . . of lightning striking emains a mysterye it natue’s “aberrations” or
physical plane, a thought in a certain part “fr eak” occurences, all, finally can be traced to noumenal cause,

its course. deriving fom the Wirld of Thought.
A thought is a being created by the

Conscious Light and desire; and which, wherand placeThe laws which control the exterioriza
issued, has as its aim, a potential design, and-a btibn do not always fit in with the intention and

El
SSAIYDIY [euoneN

An accident is a perceived physical part of a thought which is proceeding on
its otherwise invisible course. The exteriorization makes visible that part of the
thought which touches the physical plane and is not yet balanced. The demon-
stration is made on or through the person who is concerned in the accident.

ancing factor—which balancing factdike the nee  expectation of the persons concerned; and the ex
dle of a compass, points to the final balance of thaorization is then called an accideAnh accdent is
thought as a wholélhe thought endures until the a perceived physical part of a thought whglpro
balancing factor has brought about an adjustmeeeding on its otherwise invisible cour$ée exte
through the one who issued the thougdfite bal  riorization makes visible that part of the though
ancing factor causes exteriorizations as long as thehich touches the physical plane and is notogdt
thought enduredVhenever the thought, moving in ancedThe demonstration is made on or throtigg
its courses, approaches the physical plane, it caugaarson who is concerned in the accident.

the one who issued it to be in place for an exterior Accidents such as a personal injugy a barn
ization of that thoughtn exteriorization can hap being struck by lightning, or an occurrence whicl
pen only when there is a juncture of time, conditionprevents one from embarking on a ship that is to

This text is eprinted with permissiondm Hawold Pecival’s . . .
THINKING AND DESTINY, published by The &t Foundation, thereby partially exteriorized to thevn accident

Inc., PO. Box 17510, RochestddY 14617. E-mail: logos Presents to the one to whom it happens somethi
@word-foundation.og; Web: wwwword-foundation.og of his past, either distant or recefnhe accident is

wrecked, come only to those whose thoughts af

(5]
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a part of one of his own thoughts that he has na@tmospheres. If a cycle of one of those person
balanced, and which will endure and, from time tahoughts coincides with a cycle of one of his own,
time, meet him face to face as a physical eventhis will produce, unintentionally to the first one,
until he has paid or received payment through thtne event which is called an accident.
direct exteriorization of the design, learns his lesson Another manner in which accidents are brough
from that child of his mind and desire, and has satbout is by elemental®grcival defines arlemen
isfied his conscience. Often accidents come ttal as a unit of natuer manifesting as of the element
injure him, often to help him, and sometimes a®f fire, or of air or of wateyor of earth, individual
protections. ly; or as an individual unit of an element in a mass$
The reasons why events happen to him in thef other natue units and dominating that mass of
form of accidents, in an exceptional, unforeseennits.—Ed), nature units.They follow and are
manney are that a man would not do certain thing®ound by a mas’thought, and rush with it into his
to himself, like breaking an arm, or that circum body as an impulse, so that he unexpectedly p€

[92)

—t

—_

stances do not call for a forms an act which results
commission of a crime ! ' in an accident to him; he
against him, that is, ar Thoughts CyC“ng Ina may, for instance, cut him
intentional injury; or final person’ s mental atmos - self; or may fall in front of
ly that the happening aeci phere live on with aten - a fast-moving carAnother
dentally is the easiest an .. ) way in which elementals
most direct way to bring dency to exteriorize in the may act to precipitate a
about the juncture of time, events which the balanc - thought is by producing an
condition, and place for the ing factor in each of them occurrence without human
exteriorization. . . intervention, as where fire
Further there is in the requires and projects. burns a man, or a cinder gets
happening of an accident a into his eye, or melting ice
special call for attentiomAn drops on him from a roof, or

accident, rather than an ordinary event, producde finds articles of value. In every instance his owp
this because the accident is unlooked $tartling.  thought, seeking exteriorization, is the means of pr¢
An accident is brought about in the ordinarycipitating upon him the event which he calls an-acc
course of the law of thought as destikyery man dent
has a vast number of thoughts cycling in his mental The purpose of an accident is to call anatten
atmosphere toward and away from exteriorizatiotion to the thought of which it is one of the exteri
on the physical plandhe thoughts live on with a orizations. One to whom an accident happens c@n
tendency to exteriorize in the events which the baklways, by searching, find out something aboy
ancing factor in each of them requires and projectshat. Though the event may not reveal the whol
The thoughts begin and continue their cyclepast to him, it may reveal that portion of the pas
from the time a person issues thékhenever they which it is necessary for him to knoif he tries to
approach the physical plane, they seek to exteriounderstand, he will learn, and he will learn more if
ize; but they are often held back by the exteriarizahe is willing to pay—he must pay anywayhat he
tions of his present desigiWhen there is an oppor learns will bring him nearer to the adjustment.
tunity, be it ever so slight, the whole nature of the Suppose two men are traveling in a mountainoys
man seizes upon it and uses it to precipitate atountry By placing his foot on an insecure stone,
event which will bring about one of these exterior one of them slips and falls into a ravine. His eom
izations. Every thought, once it is issued, endurgsanion goes to the rescue, finds the mangled bogly
and appears cyclicallyexteriorized as a physical below among rocks; and close at hand he disco
event. For that purpose, the one who issued thexs, cropping out from the side of the ravine, a vein
thought calls mentally or psychically on other-per of gold. The death of the one impoverishes hisfam
sons concerned with the thought, through theilly and causes failure to some with whom he was in

\v
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business. Because of that fall, the other discovers &s companion had not descended the perilous path

ore deposit which becomes a source of wealthn the hope of rendering assistance, he would n
Such an occurrence is said to be an accident,-bringave found the means by which he acquired h

ing death to one, sorrow and poverty to some; failwealth.Yet, even if fear should have kept him from
ure to others, and “good luck” to the comradegoing to the aid of his comrade, he would only have
whose wealth is gained by chance. deferred his prosperitypecause wealth was to be

There is no accident or chance connected withis as the result of his past thoughts and works. By

such occurrences. Each of the events is in accamot letting pass an opportunity which duty presen
dance with the working out of the law as destinyed, he hastened his prosperity

and is an exteriorization of some thought, issued by It is injurious to speak of accident and chance as

the person &bcted, though beyond the limits of events happening without cause and irrespective
perception. law. Such unthinking use of the words fosters in
The one who was killed was a man whose allotpeople the belief that they may act or fail toaud
ted time had run its course, not be held accountable.
though his death could have They come to believe that
occurred a little sooner ol In the case of both nat - things may happen to them
might have been postpone ural catastrophe and without out cause. So they
for a short timeThe man |arge_sca|e social destruc - may dull their moralcon-
ner of his death had bee . i N . ceptions.They limit their
predetermined to be sud tion, th_e Just SUffer_Wlth views and reasoning to
den. Furtherit was neces the “unjust”. The “unjust” things on the physical
sary on account of his fam are the evil ones in the plane; they trust to chance,
ily and his business connec ; w " and are liable to become
tions, that his relations tc pres_ent, the just” are the irresponsible.
them be severed abrupty unrighteous of the past. Events which déct a few
Therefore he stéred sud Or many or a race or a cen
den death. tinent, or the wholeworld,

Whether the poverty awakens self- arrive to those whorthey benefit or dlict accord

reliance inthosewho have been dependent on theng to the working of the law of thought as destiny
deceased and brings out traits which could not b&o each individual are exteriorized some of his pag

seen while they were dependent on anotleer thoughts.The thoughts press for an opening fo
whether they become disheartened, give up texteriorization. If there are many people whos

despair or become paupers, restsgkely upon the thoughts tend towards a similar event, they arne
past of those concerned/hether the one who dis gathered even from the ends of the earth to bring

covers the gold improves the opportunity of wealtrabout the so-called acciden® everyone comes

to be honest, to better the conditions of himself anthe advantage or loss that exteriorizes some of his

others, to relieve sféring, or to support education past thoughts.
al work; or whetheron the other hand, he does Accidents which happen to a communiike a

none of these, but uses his wealth and the poweonflagration, cyclone, inundation, or pestilence,

which it gives him for the oppression of others; oare likewise the exteriorizations of thoughts o

whether he becomes morally corrupt anglegroth  those afected. Under this head fall also the destrug
ers to lives of dissipation, is all according to the lawtion of hamlets and cities, and the devastation o¢f
of thought, and has beendaty determined by pre countries, like the ruthless razing of Carthage, the
vious thoughts of those concerned. sacking of Rome, the plundering of the Spanish sqt

If the deceased had been more careful in thieements by the buccaneers, or the conquest of Pe
selection of his path, he might not have fallen]n these cases the “just” $aif with the “unjust”.
though his death, as it was required by the, lawrhe “unjust” are the evil ones in the present; th

would merely have been postponed a short time. ffust” are the unrighteous of the past. Such-de$
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tinies have been made by the action and inactio
the participation and indérence, of the inhabitants
in times such as those of the persecution of th
Huguenots, or of the NetherlandsAlya, or of the
Quakers by the Puritans in New Englaidey will

be brought together in the course of time, and the
thoughts will lead them to the place and time of th|
exteriorization of those past thoughihat place
may be the same locality; or the people may b
brought together in another and there live in pros
perity or in trouble and share in the accidents of th
final disaster

The reckoning may be held up for a long time
but it is sure to com&he United States dfmerica
was set apart by Intelligences to try out self-gov
ernment by the multitude, and so they have been I
to success in their various wars, their political mnsti
tutions and their economic undertakings, notwith
standing the actions of the people. In peace and
war, their escape from the natural consequences
their selfishness and infifence is striking. But
this protection and universal success, which scho
histories and orators seem to take as a matter
course, may not lasthere must be an accounting
for all that these people did tolerate and do ir vio
lation of their great responsibilityThe New
England bigots, the Massachusetts slave traders, 1
Southern slave drivers, the oppressors of th
Indians, the political and other corruptionists will a
some time meet and gef at the reckoning which
IS sure to come.

In every life there are numerous events which ar
generally regarded as accidents. Such events are
mention a few: birth at a particular time into a-cer
tain country race, family and religion; birth into
favorable or unfavorable conditions; birth into a
sound or a diseased body; birth with certain psych
tendencies and mental endowments. Peoples
are lagely made up of events which they canno
choose, and which seem to be determined by act
dent. Among these are opportunitiesfeed to
enter a trade, a business, or a vocation; chan
acquaintances who cause, prevent, or end assoc
tions in work or commerce; and conditions whick
lead to or hinder marriage and friendship.

People, if they do not look upon events as-hay
penings by chance, explain them as the will of Go
and seek consolation in their religion. ]

JANUS

They told me there were devils in God’s hell,
And | wondered;

They told me there was evil in God’s sky—
Lo, it thundered!

Life drew on—I trembled, fearing;

Nights drew on—I wakened, hearing
The vast voices of the skies;

Pain came nigh—I bore it weeping;

Sin came by—I suffered, keeping

Deep tear shadows in my eyes.

Sin and storm! O holy teachers,
You have blessed me,

Greater you than all the preachers
Who confessed me.

Learned I that what men call sin
Is a door to enter in,
Is the thither side of God,
Is the dryness of the sod
That but drives the strong roots deeper,
Is the thither side of Law.
—If | break
Or disregard that austere table,
If my Inner Self, unstable,
Seek a compromise ‘twixt Right and Left,
In God’s “hell” | pay the fee,
Learn what wiser way there be,
Bless the storm that clears the air.
—If | obey,
Lo, on eagles’ wings Life bears
To the heights where being wears
Very crown of glory!

Fair is storm as sunlight fair;
Bright is pain as pleasure bright;
God above, beneath, behind—

Law outworking justice—right!

Now | know the “devils” in God’s hell,
Now | know the “evil” in His sky—
Messengers, evangels—all is well.

Now [ sleep and wake and laugh and cry
And press me on—toward God.

—Ada Melville Shaw
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Incarnation Mystery:
Statement, Provocation and | nvitation

The editor has accepted the writepoposal to What are we as humans? How did we get this way?
invite consideed responses émRaysreadersto acen ~ Why are we hereWhere are we going? and all of
tral Christian mystery—the IncarnatioAfter perusing  thoseWhys? that bug us like gadflies.
this article, we invite eaders to offer what their intu Different kinds of people relate to the Mysterie$
ition, clairvoyant investigation, contemplation, and in different ways. MrHeindel tells us that at the

“hard” thinking tell them about this Mystery . h h | division i
Knowledge of the Rosicrucian teachings on the subjecl“me when there was a complementary division ”l
y

is assumed. Contributions, selected at the editdis ~ theé mode we use to express ourselves physica
cretion, will be eprinted in forthcoming issues of the that allowed us to procreate and evolve creativity

Rays Please limit your submission (typewritten and (which is referred to in mystical shorthand as the
double-spaced) to/five hureit wods or less. “separation of the sexes”), there was also a comple
mentary division in temperamefthe two primary
S STUDENTS of Rosicrucian phi and complementary temperaments are biblically
losophy we are automatically stu Symbolized as issuing from the surviving sons df
dents of what Max Heindel refers to Eve: Cain and SethThe descendants of Seth—
as the Mercurial Mysteries, namedsometimes called the Children \fater or (afec-
after the Lords of Mercury who tionately) Waterlings—have what is called a
founded the Mysteries for the leaders of our laggargatholic temperamernithat temperament approach
humanity on eartiThe Rosicrucian Order is one of es life by faith, by devotion, by feeling, by authori
the schools of the lesser Mercurial Mysteri& ty. The descendants of Cain—sometimes called
all desire entrance into that school, but are we willChildren of Fire, or Fierlings—have what is called
ing to pay the tuition? Part of that tuition is prover@ freemasonic temperameiihey approach life by
dedication to a life of loving, self-fgetting ser works, by knowledge, by intellect, by individual
vice. Another part is addressing the Mysteriescreative accomplishmenthese two temperaments
themselves. are complementaryput in our sufciently perverted
Two TEMPERAMENTS fallen humanity they have become antithetical an
Mysteries are about divine truths. Mysteries ar@ntagonistic. The diference in temperament is
about key and pivotal issues in our evolutionarynore important than the gender dichotomy becauge
creation and our part in iThe Mysteries used to be it is permanent, while one can change gender from
celebrated in mythic dramas involving the divinerebirth to rebirth and thereby maintain balanced and
truths and issues. Mysteries are often stated in-quepmplete physical experience.
tions—anything from riddles to profound and pon Each of the two temperaments approaches the
derous questions about the meaning of life and exilysteries that are meant for human redemption with
tence.The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conceptiappears a different attitudeThe Children ofVater approach
to answer some of the questions of the mysteriethem with an attitude of awe and reverenteey

[®X
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bow before the Mysteries and almost worsl
them.They feel that if they are faithful enoug’
and believe with all their being, the Mysteries wj
be revealed to thenThe Children of Fire see the
Mysteries as something to be solved, with prac
cal application if possible. Presented with |
Mystery, the Fierling burns inside with intereg
and applies himself/herself to the issue urf
exhausted or the problem is solved. Howgv
solution is not merely intellectual, it is vital. Unti
we can live out the solution and become the tri
involved in the Mysteryit has not been solved!
The mythic Mystery dramas were meant to 4
initiation into a Mystery by helping one to livé
through the issue of that Mystery in dram
experienceThis is whyThe Rosicrucian Cosmo
Conceptiononly “appears” to answer the queg *
tions of the MysteriesThose questions will not)
really be answered until we can live through th J.
verbal answers with deliberate, waking self-cof
sciousness. Until then those answers are not
better than idols—idolatry is not the sole prop
of theWaterlings.
In the Rosicrucian philosophy according = :
Max Heindel, we are told that one of the seve The Baptism of Christ
missions of Christ is to provide an ideal that While orthodox Christiansegard the Baptism of Jesus as his
appealing to both the fiery and watery tempe|sanctification by the Holy Spirit, Rosicrucian Christianity teach
ments—an ideal to which both can aspire with f|§i2}f£‘§§‘£$§§ﬁ£ g;énﬁg?gggggfh”“ peusihe
ardor so that each can be redeemed andede:
into a common spiritual unitynstead of proceed Christ-Jesus, many of the methods of the ol
ing along parallel lines of development that neveMystery Schools have become archaic and haye
meet and mee. Also according to Rosicrucian fallen by the wayside, while others have beep
Christian mysticism the advent of Christ meangVvolved and transformed to meet new needs aiming
more than just a new religion and a new religiousoward the unity of spiritual light in the Life
Teacherlt means a new order of religion, the reli Spirit—they have become christified. Beyond that,
gion of the Son and of the Life Spirit, rather than othe advent of the unified higher order of religion
the Holy Ghost and of the Human Spifite reli  also necessitated the introduction of a new order pf
gions of the Holy Ghost are separative, intended t¥lysteries, the Christian (not in the sectarian sensge
meet the needs of individuals ungeing a series of of the word) Mysteries.The symbols of the
specialized rebirths to learn specific lessons frorfehristian Mysteries are frequently found in the
specific points of viewbecause their evolutionary Gospels, which are formulae of initiation, and ar
capacity is limited and can only learn Sma”’_spedirectly elucidated in works lik&he Rosicrucian
cialized lessonsAs evolving humanity outgrows Cosmo-Conceptiorit is from these sources that we
the need for racial, cultural, and religious limita Seek to better understand one of those Mysterigs,
tions, we have become ready for the totality ofhe Incarnation—a mystery whose resolution hgs

white light and not just one segment of the sped€en bothering this writer like a gadfly for years.
trum at a time. In chapter fifteen ofThe Rosicrucian Cosmo-

Since the time of the three-year ministry ofConceptiorwe are told that Christ is “the Son,” the
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“highest Initiate” of the Sun Period and the highesChildren of Seth in the Roman Church have treatg
Initiate of our currenArchangelsWe are told that the controversy in a typic&Vaterling wayTo think
Christ, the Son, is the living focus of the secondhat the nature of Jesus during the three years’
attribute of the Godhead, who functions fully in andstry was singular—either completely divine or
is the representative focus of the Life SpiWe are completely human—became known as th
told that, because of lack of evolutionary experiMonophysite HeresyTo think that the nature of
ence, Christ could not build a vital body or a densdesus was dual—part divine and part human in pe
physical body; and because it would have takefect harmony—was called the Nestorian Heres)
way too long to gain such experience, Christ had tdhis writer does not know if there is a heresy tq
use a dense and vital body from a human of our lifeover the nature of Jesus being multiple, but woul
wave on our earth to incarnate into the chemicalot be surprised if there wer@nyway, if it is
and etheric subdivisions of the physical world tcheretical to think that the nature of Jesus is eithg
offer redemption for what was lost in the “fallhe  singular or plural, there is no longer any contrever
incarnation into the dense and vital bodies isy—there never is if you canthink anything and
described on page 381 ©he Rosicrucian Cosmo- only blindly believe a dogma and its Mysteries
Conception without question.
If we study the Gospels, we realize that some
thing profound occurred at the baptism by John. |
at least one of the Gospels Jesus even refers to
validity of the baptism by John to confound the
PhariseesThe Incarnation, as we wish to examine
it, is best described in JolsnGospel:

At the time Christ ented the body of Jesus,
the latter was a disciple of high degr, conse
quently his life spirit was well ganized.
Theefore, the lowest vehicle in which Christ
functioned, and the best ganized vehicle in
which Jesus functioned, veerdentical; Christ,
when He took the vital body and the dense body  The next day John seeth Jesus coming untg
of Jesus, was thus furnished with a complete him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which
chain of vehicles bridging the gap between the taketh away the sin of the world. This is he of
World of Life Spirit and the dense Physical whom | saidAfter me cometh a man which is
World. preferred befoe me: for he was beferme.And
| knew him not: but that he should be made man
ifest to Israel, theefore am | come baptizing
with water And John bag recod, saying, | saw
the Spirit descendingdm Heaven like a dove,
and it abode upon hirAnd | knew him not: but
that one that sent me to baptize with watiee

We are given other information about the
Incarnation Mystery in this section and other parts
of The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conceptigand in
other relevant writings of MrHeindel, some of
which will be mentioned), but nowhere are we told

precisely what happened. Provocatively exploring .

the controversial possibilities of exactly what hap same .S“?“d unto me, Upon whqm thou'shalt S€¢
) L . the Spirit descending, andmaining on him, the

pened and the various implications is one purpose

i . same is he that which baptizeth with the Holy
of this article. .
, . Ghost.And | saw and ba recod that this is the
Controversy about the Incarnation Mystery is not Son of God
new and it is not limited to Christians. Plotinus, the '
great Neoplatonist seewho on several occasions From Lukes Gospel we learn that John, the
awakened in the world of Life Spirit, did not Baptizer was a cousin of Jesus and that he reco
believe that a continuous experience of the Lifeized him from within the womb. Something pro

Spirit in the dense physical body was possible. Ofound must have happened for John to suddenly

the other hand, at least one Hindu seer associatddow him not” when he knew him from the womb
with Mme. Blavatsky stated that the first and onlyand recognized him moments before the baptisn
complete incarnation ofishnu to date was that of Some Rosicrucian students would note that this
Jesus—dierent terms but the same meaningevidence of the teaching stated on page 37thef

Within Christendom the representatives of thdRosicrucian Cosmo-Conceptiothat Jesus had
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many previous rebirths but that Chrig
had none before and was, therefore,
stranger to earthly humans like Joh|
Although that certainly seems to be tru
we should not allow ourselves to be-se
isfied with that answerthus becoming \ S
complacent, thereby perhaps missing_ .7 @
more profound truth, like the sleepinb ‘
disciples of Gethsemane.
Discovering a more profound meanin
of the baptism by John—the Incarnatic |
Mystery—is not easy to do; neither i | |
finding out exactly what happened du
ing that event without well-trained seel
ship.All of the potential, simple answer: - ‘I,
known to this writer are philosophicallyg
painful (pain is the nature of thes
Incarnation), all seem to have somethir
objectionable about them. One woul

almost be left feeling like waterling— Spirit possession was neocommon in the time of Christ Jesus because the
compe_lled k_)y fear of excor_nmumcaﬂo etheric body was meroosely bound to the dense physical btiayEgo was
to believe in the Incarnation Mysternot as individualized, and the consciousness was not as positively disposed.

without thinking, if not for the burning
curiosity drawing one to the Mysteries like a mothbodies of Jesus being directly used by Christ, the
to a candle. So, let'review the ajuments anyway still-preserved vital body of Jesus, the consequept
objectionable though they may be. change of the vital body of the earth from within
One of the theses put forth to solve theand so on.

Incarnation Mystery is that at the baptism the-per The thesis that there was a voluntary exchange pf
sonality of Jesus was “overshadowed” and interthe dense physical and vital bodies from Jesus fo
penetrated inductively by Christhis thesis is usu Christ is more complicated and more engaging. It
ally advanced by nonChristian mystics or by thosebjectionable on ethical grounds even though
who do not like to face hard issues like pain an@ppears to be whaThe Rosicrucian Cosmo-
suffering. It is objectionable for the same reasorConceptions sayingAccording to this thesis, if the
that the proposition that Jesus did not die on th#ansference of control of vehicles was partial, i
cross is not a viable answer to the Crucifixionwould be an act of mediumship. It is painfully-dif
Mystery—if true, they would defeat the whole pur ficult for this writer to conceive that all of
pose of the Incarnation and the Crucifixion: to bringChristianity and the religion of freedom and thg
divine grace and salvation directly into our spherduture, the religion of the Son, is based on med
through a being that had experienced this world angmship.The voluntary surrender of Jesus would nat
the sinful human condition. It would make thefree that act from the chge of mediumship. Most
Incarnation and Crucifixion a sharve are not mediums voluntarilypartially surrender their vehi
saved by an inductive association with Christ but bgles and that volition does not absolve either party
a direct, living, internal bond with Christ who from culpability for violation of vehicles that are a
knows us and lives in us as we live in Chridte temple of tailormade, private emanations of the
Rosicrucian philosophyased on carefully correb spirit within. It would have been pure hypocrisy
orated, trained seership, would seem to reject thand an internal contradiction for Christ-Jesus, WT

thesis outright because it is not based on observedst out a legion of demons possessing a man gnd
facts—facts such as the dense physical and vitdefended the act by saying “How can Satan cast qut
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Satan?”, to have been guilty of the same act. If truef his own death of which he was continuousl
this thesis would mean that Jesus, being a practiaware during the ministryfhe death hypothesis is
ing medium, could not &fiate with the not as simplistic as it seems at first because of the
Rosicrucian Fellowship, which denies membershiattendant philosophical notions that might b
to practicing mediums—ironic in that the implied in it (with the crucifixion it would mean
Rosicrucian Order and the Rosicrucian Fellowshipwo deaths—an occurrence not entirely outrageouis
were supposedly founded with the approval ofn a “twice born” religion whose founder warns of
Christ and Jesusiccording to this thesis, if the a second deathjhough engaging, informative and
transference of control of the lower vehicles ofenriching, those philosophical speculations ar|
Jesus was complete, it would mean that the threstraneous to the factual matter of the Incarnatign
years ministry was a matter of spirit possession, aaking place through an intentional drownidm
activity that is even more ethically objectionableintentional drowning has to be outrageously- pre
and even dénsive. Some highly sophisticated posterous and, given all of the prophecies and
Christian mystical writers aver that there were twgreparations for the Incarnation and and the
Jesus children and that at the death of one a comromise of certain redemption in Christ, the acci
posite combination of bodies was formed to be abldent hypothesis sidrs from fatal internal contra
to withstand the disintegratingfefts of the higher dictions.
vibrations of Christ on the integrity of the lower On the surface, there do not appear to be any
vehicles—the dense physical body of Jesus, aecordnmitigatedly good answers to the issues of the
ing to Max Heindel, did in fact disintegrate in threelncarnation Mystery that are consistent with the¢
days, but no mention is made of how the vital bodyigh ethical ideals of Christ and the Mysterid&e
was and is preserved without disintegration. Even ére apparently as stymied as the ChildrelVater
we grant this thesis, which compounds the ethicalith regard to the Incarnation Mystegxcept that
objections mentioned above, it does not avoid theie have the burning desire to solveTitlere must
issue of mediumship or possession. be an answer and it is probably deeper or more syb
Some have hypothesized that the transference té than what is suggested in this es§rhaps we
the dense physical and vital bodies of Jesudont have enough information. Perhaps this writefr
occurred at the exact moment before, or exactly amisunderstands the information. Perhaps most of yis
what would have been the death of Jesus. Beyomdisunderstand and have not taken the time to think
the pedantic technical problems of the breaking af out and come to an intuitive solution that is both
the silver cord and the loosening of the seed atomiegically and ethically sound.
there are also grave ethical and philosophicalprob There is a reason for this questioning, provoca
lems with this thesis. If true, it would mean thattive, and even inflammatory presentation of thg
Christianity and the religion of the Son were inauissue.This article is intended as an invitation as
gurated through a suicide by Jesus, a drowningiuch as a statement or provocatidiis writer
murder by John (and we would call him John thevould love to know what other students think, feel|
Drownet instead of John the Baptizer), or by amand intuit about this issue, whether it be profoung
accidental drowning of Jesus. and ponderous or simple and sincere. Perhaps there
Some individuals with the kind of powerful intel is a trained clairvoyant or a Christian Initiate among
lect that silences intuition have averred that evens that can clarify the matter definitivelgerhaps
the death on the cross was a suicide, because smmeone just has a true feeling abouthis writer
phrase “he gave up the ghost” (which is perhaps ths not seeking a final, dogmaticfiofal Rosicrucian
only phrase common to all four Gospels) impliesanswey but more of a sharing in the “fellowship of
that he gave up rather than die of natural causes thre spirit,” a breaking and sharing of the bread ¢
be finished df by the spear—but to conceive thatChrist. He may also be moved to gesfhis per
the Incarnation was part of a suicide is ludicrous ifonal thoughts on the Incarnation, since he has rot
not downright disgusting, given the pro-life stancedone so here. 0
of the teaching of Christ-Jesus and his acceptance —Dexter Christianson
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MYSTIC LIGHT
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Question Answer
HEN, the world and experience
in the her manifold delights. But
course of his sensuous experience did Hot
development, man appease this yearning, for its dimen

wakes from the dream of uncon sion lies outside the soslrealm. On the contra@

scious andinquestioned living and beginsdrercise the world of material experience tends to aggra:_v;/a.e
his reasoning faculty—observing, rememberingthe Spirits sense of isolation. It is ever a case df
and discriminating—hiselationship to the sensible mistaken identity:What we sense is not, finally
world loses its naive simplicitHe becomes aware what we seek.
of what it is to doubt. Man first had to embark on the flat land of his

The last two millennia oiVestern marg exis  local maps consciousness. He lost himself over th
tence have been fraught with a confusion of halfhorizon of familiarity and traced the circle of the
truths, have witnessed a mounting of the humaRarths true form, coming back to where he started,
will to know, accompanied by an increasing frus flushed with the discovery of finding the Earth
tration of that very will.The contemporary seeking round; but at heart his need to know was more-com
mind asks in all earnestness, “Is there an unshagelling than before.This figure illustrates a
able basis for certainty from which | can makeTantalean pattern that man in a purely materigl
equally certain judgments about life, its purposdramework reinforces when from out of this sensi
and meaning? Is there a place where | may starfde world he seeks answers for an inner irresold
and be able to experience absolut@lyis is true?” tion, for a condition of the Spirit. He traces self-

This question has not always been askédne confining circles.While in the going, he has the
time, conditions of mas’ existence did not occa impression of nearing an answeéte has intima
sion doubt and a sense of separation. Gods ontiens of achieving his goal. But eventually he finds
perceptibly brightened the ethers of ngmmon himself back at the point of his departure, materia
sciousness. For a time, heavenly Beings were senadvanced, perhaps, but spiritually none the wisqr
to dwell in the sphere of the Earth and the CosmoBhe questionerthe seekeris thrown back upon
was experienced as marfiomeWhat can we say himself, again and again. His conscious identity
of this question that man is impelled to a¥KRat being circumscribed by the physical spherg,
does it signifyThat man feels himself to be incom reduced to the disposition of its outward forms,,
plete; more, that he seeks to confirm deep withiman is driven to a dérent mode of thinking to
himself something that is not immediately ferth determine the reason for his being—and the reaspn
coming from the world of his sense experience. for his being a stranger in the world.

At the outset, man construed his spiritual unrest The very activity of thinking tells us that reasorn
as proceeding from the unfulfilled desire to possessnd intelligence actually make possible ouf
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quandary; that did not Self, by an act of mindreligions bring to the casual practitioner are form
abstract itself from immediate experience, nwirtually devoid of their original informing life and
dilemma would exist. But the mind can also-dis meaning.This is the way of all ceremony and rote
cover realities underlying sensory existenceutterance that is not continuously ignited by th
because it has been created to discover thermspark of living inspiration.

Proper use of the mind is theodicy: it demonstrates Man can approach the need for regenerating the

and afirms the existence and beneficence of God imeligious dimension from two directions, which
the face of darkness and apparent éMierefore, ultimately convege as one and the same activity

the Socratic mottoThe unexamined life is not He may emphasize the historical approach, reading

worth living. Or, rephrased, he who is ignorant ofdeeply into the systems, visions, and semantics
his spiritual identity his identity as Spirit, is not his predecessors from accounts of the lives ¢
truly living. saints, gleaning the wisdom of sages and drawir]

Through this preliminary understanding that hison the creative insights of poets. From these ra

suffering results from his separation from divineores quarried out of the experience of exception
consciousness, man real souls, the student of
izes that his doubt anc Proper use of the mind higher knowledge may
anguish are not uniquel . . - prepare, in the crucible of
his, that it is the commor Is theodicy: it demon- action, of persistent med
condition of fallen strates and affirms the itation fired by hisspiritu-

humanity and that it is a . . al aspiration, a vitasub
blessing in disguise. Fo existence and beneficence stance that ultimately is

if our present circum of God in the face of dark- he himself, become what

stance were deeme ; he was seeking outside
adegquate, we should no. ness and apparent evil. himself in the words and

careto be aware of sphi ways of others.
tual realities.Human dissatisfaction igivine dis- A second approach to spiritual rebirth, the exis
content, which becomes not only an impulse to, buential or firsthand method, emphasizes the value

prompts in specializing gans for perceiving inner immediate experience as the source for what one

plane worlds. seeksThe past century has been witness to indivig
It is particularly the growth of his mental powers,ual mans impatience with formal schooling,

the growing need to justify experience rationaily authoritative precedents, and historical priorities.

permeate the content of his consciousness withihe Aquarian impulse advances evermore strongl

thinking, that is posing man his problems andhe intuition that out of the resources of his own

simultaneously holding out to him his promise.being man can penetrate through the fog of -inte
This predicament describes the very condition folectual confusion and the agnosticism of lukewarr
which the Rosicrucian Philosophy was formulatedhinking to realities that &fm his purpose and
and ushered out onto the material plane—that ihstrumentality in creation, that experientially eon
might provide man with reasonable sanctions fofirm the truth implied in the ancient Ptolemaic of

religious beliefs and moral conduct for which, at ageocentric view of the Cosmos: Humanity is the

prior time, ecclesiastical authority and vigorousfocus for the endeavors of myriads of celestis
faith alone sufced. Man increasingly needs to Beings and cosmic processes.
know the reason for his faith. Less easily can he When man employs his thinking faculty solely tg
give himself to recite a creed that does not resonaseibserve sense perception, he demeans his statu
in his soul, or to enact rituals whose value as living son of God and becomes, ifeef, an issue of the
symbols is lost to his conscious understanding. mineral world. His thoughts and feelings, his entirs

The antidote for contemporary amnesia is a renner life, is practically phased out of existence
minding of core spiritual truthsWhat orthodox being granted only as much reality as accords
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flickering shadows cast by light on moving phy!
ical objects.

On the other hand, when man employs t .
thinking powers to condense elaborate intuitio 2 =
to translate images descending from inplane € A
worlds, even as sense perceptions give evidell
of the material world, then man is empowered
raise his consciousness above a strict idertifi
tion with the physical world. He is blessed wi
the awareness that a reversion of the common «
tude is correct—that the inner life of thoughts a
feelings is rather the origin of what our sens
convey to us from space. Rather do mate
objects take on something of the quality of sh
ows, secondary phenomenon, a multiple remg
from the genuine and true reality

The birth of the mind in its rightful role as ridgE
wife to spiritual realities redeems man from t
oppression of matteHe discovers that he can b
transformed by the renewing of his minthe
mind is all-potent to determine for man exact
what it is he seeks. Rightfully used, used as
sacrament, mind can give new life and grea
impulse to the love capacitlind can protect
and exalt the heart function as a spiritual recei Saint Augustine
of the Cosmic Love impulse, by translating arHeart aflame with love for God and His Christ, the Church Father
transmitting that impulse as word and deed ireceivesinspiration from the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth.
human betterment.

Are we any closer to answering our initial questoward the ligh Source. Our soul is being fished
tion? What, if anything, may a man come to andor by our own eternal Ego, even as Peter through
find, through the strength of his own faculties, tospiritual wisdom (institutionalized by the Catholic
which he can give absolute assent, as being so cébhurch) was chaed to be a fisher of human souls
tral to the fact or act of consciousness that its+eali In our inextinguishable desire to knowo be
ty stands above whatever evidence mind itself mayhat in our heart of hearts we intuit ourselves to bg
marshal to prove or disprove #gain, why do we we get so greedy for spiritual food, for that living
even ask such a question? Because it is asked of Bsead, that we seize upon the substance of our
It already is.The question is asking us to follow it sense impressions and pierce through it to the squl
to its origin. It is God-given. God in Christ, our of its inwardness and find that the image it gives Us
incarnateAnswer says, “Here IAM. Come unto as mundane form is simply a window to an interiof
me, know Me.” In the guise of uncertaintyur life, a physical word designating a metaphysicgl
question is laying down for us a thread of lightworld, a door entering upon a reality of afeliént
which we may follow out of the subterraneanorder creating in us, by our building love for it,
labyrinth of thinking that is bound to sense-percephigher ogans of knowing and seeing.
tions. This thread of light is a Lifeline that is Should a critic call to our attention the vague
dropped down into the material consciousness ahode of our delivery from material captivitwe
each of us by our own immortal Self, our Spirit-might cite the highly suggestive table of eleetro
Self, which prompts us to lay hold and climbmagnetic vibrations appearing in Max Heindel’
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The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception. This diagram him as he allows his quest to be encouraged a
makes wonderfully clear that the manifestation ohallowed by faith and love. Love, among countles
being is a function of increased egyeas measured other of its powers, fully enables the aspirant te to
by frequency or vibratory rate of etheric root-sub erate the tension of being in the dark while havin
stance—thus sound, light, and X-rays are- isoperfect assurance that all light and wisdom is no
morphs of the same basic matter working in him. Love transforms the potentially

By analogy as the thrust of the desire to knowinhuman quest for knowledge into a consciousnes

life steps up, as the impelling need to see the lighthich lives truth.

increases, the ability to discern life and light Here we stand on the threshold of the greate
increases proportionatelgr rather geometrically mystery in mars beingand becoming-the world
Phylogeneticallythe desire to see light has built themystery When man weaves the spiritual
eye to receive the light. impulses arising from his
Likewise, the desire to heart and mind and soul
see the light of the reasol LOVG, among countless into the perceptions that
for existence builds the Other of its POWErS, fU”y compose the fabric of his

inner eye that perceives enables the aspirant to dgily experience,_ when,
the spiritual prototypes with the compassion spir

of the visible world.We tolerate the tension of itualized from his despair

are describing no tepid being in the dark while loss, and hurt, he reads
wish to have an occasion wisely into the Book of

al temporary solution to a havi ng perfeCt assurance Life, he unites the seed of
mundane problem. Man that all ||ght and wisdom mental idea with the life

must burn with a fire of . - : . body of love: Idea incar
desire that incinerates thu IS NOW worklng In hlm' nates. Man contacts in his

personal ingredient in own higher Person, the
him, sears the little self and anneals the permanemtystery of the incarnation of DivinitjHe emboe
element in his beingThis irreducible and pure ies the reality of a Deed performed for all humani
residuum then can carry the higher g®arcan ty by the Spirit of the Suwho took on human form
incandesce with the focused fire of willing to know that individual man might thereafter consciously
then with the ability to knowand finally with the take on divine form.
radiant reality of knowing itself. Divinity is the source of mas’mortality “Man”
Our desire to know is a holyge that has an all- and “mortal” are synonymous only to the material
penetrating property by virtue of its very purity andist. For man fully to realize his human potential, hg
intensity This is a requisite to the dawning andhad to become subject to two forms of death: on
mounting of light. Man brings his pain andfesf  death to the higher world upon physical embodi
ing, his anguish of doubt, to the altar of his innement.Two, death to the physical plane upon leavin
sanctuary to that interior place in him beyond his dense material bodWan’s divinity is con
which he cannot galhere he ders up, in the best sciously realized through the foil and forces of deatf
way he knows howthe essence of his doing and his The cosmic gift bestowed upon man by Chrig
desiring; he makes of his life a gift, in the form ofthrough Jesus was and is the power to establish cc

an unformable prayer: Here | give my doubts andiact with the Christ-Light as a spiritual member of

pains in the holiest form | can achieve for themfaculty of man$ developing individuality Since

Accept them as kindling forhy fire to light me Golgotha, man can, under his own povwaraken

into understanding enactmentTdiy ways. to his spiritual nature, can live consciously outsid
Whether he reads a book or not, the seeker af dense material bodgan experience life beyond

Light, suficiently intent on discoveringwill dis- the grave.

cover will be enlightened. Light anitruth will find A glib dismissal of the Christ realjtyhe Christ
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Presence, may be made on the grounds by whi g&
the reality of classical gods are reject€dis opin
ion has it that man can only have knowledge c
himself and that his need for superphysical being
has simply objectified a dependent thought formr
Anthropomorphism, God made in manimage,
runs exactly counter to even the traditional accoul
of creation given in Genesis where the Elohinf§
(God) are described as creating mamhar image.
The solipsist would yet prefer the unreasonabl
notion that the unfathomably delicate phenomenc
that is physical man originated willy-nilly out of the
chance combinations of atoms rather than tog
form in accordance with pre-existing Cosmic
archetypes and by spirit-mediated processes .
As the conception of an exclusively man-cen
tered universe is a delusion foisted by Luciferic
beings, so the idea of a strictly material universe |
a veil thrown up by other spiritual Powers whos:
own development is served by tempting man t
regard only the physical world as real.
In his spiritual odysseynan in search of ultimate & *
answers must steer his course between these tv. W
perils of egoism and materialism, which lie at the
root of his tribulations. If he is exclusively for im
self, he is against himself. If he believes only iran interior certitude, in his eternal Sun-naturg,
what he sees, he is a non-believer and a self-deceivhose personification is Christ Jesus, Christ ip
er. Yet, curiously the forces that would subvert his man.To know the answeto come to absolute bed-
spiritual career actually assist man, through a wigock truth, a fact of experienced being ndeetied
dom that is born of error and $erfing, in con by the variables of time and space, is, as surely gs
sciously realizing his higher Self. the Sun shines, to come knowingly within the aurp
Over ages of experiment and blundering man diof the Christ RealityHe would and will discover
covers that real peace of mind and freedom of spifor himself what the Newestament and countless
it are achieved only through living to and for theother books testify to—that in God who manifesteg
large, the whole, the ond&Vhatever he excludes through Christ Jesus we live and move and have our
from his consciousness causes man, to that extebging.The content of books is, after all, an expres
to diminish himself. His soul feels the absence andion of human thinking and intuition whose sourcep
he cannot develop spiritual security until he ceasetescend from on high and permeate humanity and
to protect his sense of self and ceases to honer pés Earth more completely than air marfiody or
sonal preferences to the exclusion of general neetight the atmosphere. He must be weaned fromn
and overall harmonySeeking man discovers thatdependency on the maternal, material world.
God plays no favorites, and that his best interests For man to come to Christ, he must turn away
are served by emulating this divine examglee from his selfish part and attune his being to what
sun of his budding spiritual consciousness does n@od wants for him, which is to acknowledge hig
shine for one and set or eclipse for anothir is  spiritual patrimony as a son/daughter of God.
learning to live independently of the mutabilities of To one who would go it alone he would say|
outer appearances. His consciousness is rooted “fine. All the more powet Self-reliance is a cardi
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nal virtue and necessary for the spiritual aspirar
We can appreciate our spiritual pionsefeeling
that books are memorials, tombstones with inspire
epitaphs. But at some point in his journsych a
brave one, our solitary pilgrim, must come to grip
with his own pride, and through the pative fires
of suffering and humiliation acknowledge his pow
erlessness to know spiritual truth without knowing
Christ—the LivingWord of Truth. Then he may
say as if for a first time, and with overwhelming
relief, “Not my will but Thine be done.” He may

MACROCOSM AND MICROCOSM

In patterned fires across the evening sky

The stars, like guiding lights, through space
are swung.

And gazing toward the firmament on high,

We see the constellations far outflung.

So vast are all those circling orbs of light

As limned against the darkness deep and still,

With awe we marvel at their starry might,

say “Not | but Christ in me."Then, through Christ,
he is given all power in heaven and on earth. Eas
of us establishes the readiness to go, buitag-
shower points th&Vay and walks within as our
Light on the path. Each of us may and must purif
the vessel of our consciousness, but He who is t
divine content of the Cosmos fills our soul with
wisdom and comforts our heart with heavenly
peace.

We may attain on our own to an experience ¢
considerable conviction, but the full Light we seel
in our spiritual center is the blessed Presence of tiic
Lord ChristWho is the Source and spiritual sub Good, man finds that his own transformation ha|
stance of this inviolable Realityhis transcendernt
is the Guarantor of our eternal life. Christ Jesus i® himself illuminates reality at lge, that he and
the cornerstone of our spiritual temple. He is th&€reation exist as One, that sin andfexiifig are
Foundation that has already been laid. afflictions of a consciousness divided against itsel

When the stdfof immediate experience is recog products of the very condition from which doubtg
nized as being shot through and saturated by-spidnd questions arise.
tual forces and spiritual Intelligences, we begin to Ultimate answers are not purely or even primari
know real reverence. In fact, no attitude is so-corly mental in natureThey are embracing of all
ducive to the revelation of spiritual truths as-genman’s occult members. One comes to think Chris

Thus moving in the universal Will.

Oh, come from hall and every cottage door
And stand beneath the tapestry of night,
Where glory shines on the celestial floor,
And streams of Life flow through the worlds

of light.
Then know the law for you to be the same
With all the worlds that swing in heaven’s frame.

—Martha Norburn Allen

uine humility which enkindles the desire to reverebecause, knowingly or not, one has already begiin

and to adoreThese soul qualities invoke and maketo live Christ, to practice His Presendéhe man
welcome their corresponding soul-realitidsteel  becoming wise gives more answers, lives mor
ing contemplation of natural wonders, whenanswers, and asks fewer questions, lives few
allowed to work on the soul, must elicitame the questionsAs he afirms the Christ, the immensely
awareness of supersensible Beings of Lightl creative principle of AM, he discovers that in a
Wisdom who cradle man in their vast and and pemprofound sense he is the answtbat man himself,

fect care. Life is holyCreation is the handiwork of in the amplitude of his full divine being, is the
celestial Hierarchies of awesome majesty answer to the sphinx’riddle.When he fully solves

Yet man plays the critical role in his becomingthe riddle, he is no longer subject to deatten

divinely self-conscious. He determines and he-comman begins to experience who he truly is, he ha
firms what he can know and what he mayA®he entered in upon the Light within, he has begun t
centers his conscious being in his Higher self, as lgut on Christ. He identifies with, he is, the Light of
learns to love Light, to discefiruth, and to live the the world. U

transformed the world, that the light he has brougint
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Meditation and Prayer

Receive the Godhead right into your willing  joys with which the songs of the mystics are fillec
And it comes downdm off its cosmic tloane. among all peoples and in all centuries.
We are seeking in men not the soul but the eg
HIS SAYING OF SCHILLER, that We are not seeking for this ego in obscure feeling
most haughty-minded poet, may standout we are striving for its illumination through the
as the motto above these last meditaego of ChristWe are not seeking for unity with the
tions on the training of the willThe Ground of theWorld in blessedness, but for the
Godhead rulesverus, just as long as filling of this ego with the divine cosmic will
it does not rulen us. But then we rule with it. Out which is in Christ.
of this arises the royal attitude to life which we Another question is: “Where, then, is meditatior
receive from these meditations. Meister Eckharspoken of in the Newestament? Christ speaks
once said that he would fain “in eternity workunequivocally and certainly about prayer omgd
God’s works with Him."The proud feeling out of requires of His disciples only prayer
which such words are spoken can be experiencedTo this question, which proceeds from the kindgl
in every meditation which we here suggest for thef Christianity which has worked hitherto, we have
will. Yes, into this end and into this resolve everyhree answers. Everyone knows the words that are
meditation may die awaWWe can feel ourselves to spoken about Mary: “Mary kept all these words
be fellow-workers, and friends of the gods. But itand pondered them in her heakvhat meditation
is just this feeling which when we know our feebles can scarcely be more exactly said. One keepg a
strength, gives us due modesty saying in ones soul and moves it about and move
Thus we give our answer to a question which isneself with itA picture of this is the jewel which
often put: “Is it mysticism, then, which you rec is moved about in the light of the sun, so that it
ommend?Today people think that almost any sortpeculiar qualities are revealed, and the sun
of vague feeling is “mysticism.” But once mysti becomes visible in it. If a man lets the saying
cism was a serious way to find the Divine GroundChrist: “l-am-the-light-of-the-world,” move thus
of theWorld, by absorption within the soul, and toin his soul, and moves himself by it, if he lets it be
become one with Himlhat is possible, if man is present in his soul as the jewel is in the eye that
able to shut out the impressions of the sefd®=  gazes on it, then he meditatdis very saying
lofty feelings of happiness flood through hisconcerning Mary can be a help to meditation.
inward soul.The mystics of all times tell of this. We have a second answ&ccording to Luthes
But the divinity which man thus finds remainstranslation, Christ says in JoBngospel: “ If you
general. Unityinfinity, blessedness; these are thevill remain in my sayings, you are my true disci

This is the 17th in a series of articles takeonfrFriedrich ples. @\Uthonzed grsion “If ye continue in my

Rittelmeyels Meditation, Guidance of the Inner Lifpub ~ WOrd, then are ye my disciples indeed.”) But th
lished by Floris Books, Edinbgin. Reprinted with permission. original text contains much more than this. Luthe]
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has praised the Gospel of John as being
“‘unique, gentle, chief of Gospels.” But fofs
the spiritual depths of this very John, a-pele
ception could not then be awakened. If v
translate what stands there into our speefise
we must say: “ If you live in my word of§#
life; then are you in truth my disciples.
More circumstantially still, but also mor
penetratingly one might say‘lf you have &
your abiding place in the divine, creativig, AT
word, which is I, then are you in truth stUSEE | “ef
dious pupils of my ego.” _
The more deeply one concerns onesiiss
with the Gospel of John, especially wit
Christs words of farewell at the Las
Supperthe more clearly it becomes appaigs
ent that Christ indicates as the way to hee:
en for His disciples His “Wkd,” which is
in accordance with the revelation of tHj A
“Word” at the beginning of the Gospel. Bt
this is not only a word which will be pro
claimed by preaching, but the word whic
echoes and creates in the soul, the worcf
which He Himself lives and works. It is
creative word, not only a word whicl
announces.To meditate means nothing
other than to let the “Wfd” be there, and to The Heaven of the Fixed Stars

be there for th&Vord; to let theWord cre  «men would be able to say less against meditation if they knew pray
ate, and to transform oneself in trd. better the prayer above all which is truly prayém which all prayer

That is the fulfilment of the last com S€e€ks to end—adoration.” The lds Prayer is a prayer for meditation.
mandment which Christ gave to His disci
ples, to go the way which He pointed out, to let thgetitions for a whole dayor a whole week long.
Christ live on in the soul. Lastly we are completely penetrated by this frame
But how are we to regard the LosdPrayer of mind: Could | but once feel the first petition as
which Christ gave to His disciples as their newt sounded in the soul of Christhen we labor to
prayer? Our third answer depends exactly on thist the soul become such that it can really speak
point. The Lords Prayer is decidedly a prayer forthis petition, we let the petition itself work to this
meditation. It is the ideal union of prayer and medend.Then we are in the midst of meditation....
itation. It is, in its whole nature, the direct training Anyone who has read my sermons on the Isord
for that which stands before our souls as medité®Prayer will see that, in occupying ourselves with
tive prayer...It is really true that the earnest occuthe fourth petition: “Give us today our daily
pying of ourselves with the LorslPrayer leads us bread,” we are led more and more to recognize that
directly into meditationThen first of all we have here we are praying, not so much for daily bread,
the feeling that we would not wish always to prayas for the new man, who upon all sides stands
the whole Lords Prayer at once, let alone oftenrightly within practical life, who is armed with all
and successivelput, quite on the contraripo take the qualities necessary for everyday [Néhen |
rather one petition daily; yes, one of the three firsmyself still knew little of what meditation is, this

.......

‘ou| ‘suoneolgnd Janog

Engraving, Gustave Doré, lllustrations for Dante’s Divine Comedy
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particular petition compelled me twenty-five yearsdisciples had freed themselv8hey had not yet
ago to bring it before the children in this way infound the new connection. In such times, fear ar|d
religious instruction. But also with the petition, a feeling of loneliness, of deep inward unrest, falls
“Forgive us our trespasses as weagiee them that upon the soul. Many a one may have experienc¢d
trespass against us”: we shall soon notice in thiat, when he was obliged to break away from t
second phrase of this petition, when we take it serviews of his family and seek his way alone. H
ously, what sort of spiritual training this suggestswas like the disciples, who feel themselves tossed
And that the first phrase, “Fgive us our trespass hither and thither in the stormy waves of life, an
es,” does not in the first instance call down divineyet neither will nor can go back, but strive toward
forgiveness, but wishes to make it anedwn, another shore which they do not yet see.
Luther pointed out. What appears in their souls may be summed up
The request, “Lead us not into temptation,’in one word, which includes again a great realm of
would likewise become more comprehensible tmeed and of evil, the wondeaknessOut of such
men, would give opportunity for fewer dogmaticweakness comes defective adherence to what

the expression of a wish than the contemplation dhat fear in many forms which rules among me
a divine spiritual truth: the realization that we areand torments souls more than is visible outwardly:
led by God. Finallythe last petition, “Deliver us fear of the future, fear of orefellow men, espe
from evil.” No one will believe that at his requestcially of those who are stronger than we, fear
it can be fulfilled between to-day and to-morrow ourselves, and of that which lives deep in our
A cosmic goal is set before us and a divine wilsouls, fear of sickness, or of events out of th
experienced, to which one sayse® with oneS usual, fear of death, and of osdate after death,
whole being. fear of all the unknown things that lie in wait
Yes, the Lord Prayer is a prayer of meditation.around us....And only when one begins to be frge
By its whole nature it leads from simple asking tdrom fear does one selkow the sickness of fear
meditation—so to a higher form of pray&ven if rages among men, and what disturbances, even|of
Christ did not use our word “meditate,” His will is a bodily kind, it causes. Out of fear come the thot
clear His teaching is plain. sand shocks, small and great, conscious anpd
Men would be able to say less against meditaunconscious, which make men ill and cripple thei
tion if they knew prayer bettgheprayer above all powers. Only if we know about this hidden need i
which is truly prayerin which all prayer seeks to men will we take the following exercise seriously
end—adoration. Of adoration as the end of cosmienough.
history and as the life of heaven, thpocalypse But our question is first of all: How does one
speaks sublimely become free from fear? Is there a complete-fre
If we would carry the training of the will further dom from fearAMe are not speaking of natural
an especially valuable and liberating exercise isourage. In it is blindness, a feeling of madness,|a
connected with the next “sign” of Christ—thefeeling of bodily strength, a natural inclination,
walking upon the sea. (John 6:16-21) and so on. It is not secure against suddenly passing
What happened to the disciples on that eccaver into fearwhen the eyes are opened to the real
sion?We must grasp this if our development of thedangey or the natural powers on which it is based
will is to be efective.The people wished to make break down. | often think of the story of the two
Christ a king.The disciples did not act with them. officers, one of whom said to the other in a time gf
But neither could they be with Chridvhen He danger“But you are shaking, you are afraidlid
withdrew from them upon the mountain, “Himselfwhich the other replied: “If you were half as afraid
alone,” that is a picture showing that He was {foneas | am, you would have run away long agiwb
ly. Out of the folk-soul, out of the group-soul thefundamentally diierent kinds of bravery

-_— S
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We can be free of fear under any circumstancé
only if we know we are quite safely protected, or i
we have no concern for ourselves. Both are prese
if we have completely sacrificed our lower ego
and live for the higher egd@his ego and its exis
tence is a concern of the divine world itself and n¢ _
merely our personal concern. No one who has nf
experienced it can know the safety of this moo¢=*
“And were the world all devils o’er!”

People who feel that they are not miserabl
worthless, but rich in inward values, and yet in th
greatest dangetive superior to every anxiety—
these are the real fighters of this world. By suc
people the world can be lifted from its axl
fear is melted away from thenihey feel for the
first time what freedom is. By this they learn the
true nature of man, the nobility of the ego whic
does not pass awallow does one acquire such
fearlessness? o

The story of the walking upon the sea is told u i
for that purpose. “Itis |, be not afraid.” It is knowngs
that the Greek text says simply: “I am, be no
afraid.” According to the English idiom it could =%
not be translated dérently but the Greek text IS
leads us deeper into realitye lose every fear [
when we look upon the “I am” of Christyho is
W|I.I|ng to enter into the shlp of our lif§Ve can lay Walking on Water
aside every fear of our life a_t the very MOMEN Apove the physical boat ioiting waters (above, lower left)
when we stake our all upon this “l am.” Men maypeters soul enters the desiworld and is beset by his own inner
shatter us and mangle us; for the sake of this turbulence as heeaches towat the stabilizing visiowf his

am” we live. Christ. whose “l am” sounds within interior Christ (IAM). Amental counterpart of the boplies
Lo . . . . selene waters in the ambiance of the Holy (Human) Spirit.
us, may maintain Himself in us, if He will. Life,

the true battle of life, begins when this spirit livesstormy sea of life, like the disciples yonder in the
in us. boat; how in their anxiety and unrest they consun
But in the training of our will it is not the main themselves, and weaken their lives, while trying t
thing that we ourselves should become fearlesprotect them. Such is the world. Such are me
That is only the primary condition that we mustAnd in the face of this we seek to live ourselve
procure again and again. From every corner of oumnto the figure of Christywho walks upon the sea
being we can seek out and drive away.f@rit andWho says, “I am, fear not.”
now it is necessary to come face to face with a Let us here say plainly that we do not hold thi
humanity which is ravaged by secret feahich to be an account of an outward event, but to be
cannot come to life because of a thousand weakision of the disciples, seen with the spiritual sens
nesses, which by inward unrest destroys ites which, after the distress of the night, unfol
strength, and so cannot make its strength availableemselves towards morning in the disciplEse
for life. disciples saw a spiritual realitffhey sawthe spir-
And so we see before us in our meditation meitual reality They saw the deep meaning of thg
as they are tossed hither and thither upon theppearance of Christ in the history of humanity

\

Water color, 66 x 81 cm, 1990, Dennis Klocek. Courtesy of the artist
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Thus they saw their own future task in the worl
Outwardly there was nothing to be perceived he
upon the sea. But the spiritual happening, not
mere picture of the fancyvas so much the more
real. The billowing sea was not only around them
but in their own souls. But to these souls came tt
new ego, came Christ.

When a man who takes his share in this werld
battles gives the impression that Christ is sayin
through him “I am! be not afraid,” then men feel &
benefit which makes their inmost part attentive
Nietzsche has spoken of a tree which refreshes
whole landscape. Here one must speak of a lig
which shines upon men, and all are aware throug
it of another worldThe “I ams,” if we continued
to listen to them, would form this “I am” in udle
must really prove to men that we can walk upo
the waterThe unrest, the uncertaintthe stormy
billows may be never so great; we are supported
a power from on high which bears us We have
no firm ground under our feet, and yet we wall
secure. For this cause there is the uncertainty of t
morrow—that we may have a chance of walkin
upon the sealhe resolve to let oneself be led by
the ego of Christ, which comes from the worlc
above, is the resolve to walk upon the sea—wh
Peter in the Gospels could not yet do. If we loo
again and again into this picture and see ho
Christ comes to the disciples over the sea, we s
ever more clearly how men in their callings and i
their families are travelling in a rocking bo¥e
see what it means to unite ourselves with Clsrist
appearingThe story is not a “comfort” which we
personally receive, but a cosmic strength which w
should receive. In individual cases we do not nee
to think of the picture at all. It works in us—
unknown to ourselves, perhaps also unknown
others—if only we admit this Christ into our souls
let Him be, here in our souls, “I am at peace wit
the world: this peace with the world can be witt
you also, because | give it to you!”

Again we stand between East awst. The
Eastwill not put out upon the sea of life, becaust
of its restlessnes3he Westwill put out upon the
sea, and knows no re$tle are upon the sea, but
we have rest—not being far from the sea, but upc
the sea—in Him who walks upon the sea. [

AMENDMENT

That all things should be mine,
This makes His bounty most divine.
But that they all more rich should loe,

And far more brightly shine,
As used ]3y me;

It ravishes my soul to see the end,

To which this work so wonderful doth tend.

That we should make the skies
More glorious far before Thine eyes
Than Thou didst make ’them, and even Thee
Far more Thy works to prize,
As used they be

Than as they're macle, is a stupendous worlz,

Wherein Thy wisdom migh‘cily doth lutk...

What bound may we assign,
O Gocl, to any work of Thine!
Their endlessness discovers Thee
In all to be divine;
A Deity,
That will forevermore exceed the end
Of all that creature’s wit can comprehend.

AmIa glorious spring
Of joys and riches to my King?
Are men made Gods? And may ’cl'ley see
So wonderful a thing
As God in me?
And is my soul a mirror that must shine
Even like the sun and be far more divine?

T}ly Soul, O God, doth prize
The seas, the earth, our souls, the slzies;
As we return the same to Thee
They more deligh’c Thine eyes,
And sweeter be
As unto Thee we offer up the same,
Than as to us from Thee at first they came.

O how doth Sacred Love
His gifts refine, exal’c, improve!
Our love to creatures makes them be
In Thine esteem above
Themselves to Thee!
O here His gooclness evermore admire!
He made our souls to make His creatures higher.

—T}lomas Traherne
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Witnessing a Transition
LL MY LIFE there has been the pulling to things
the occult. | seemed to absorb, unconsciously at ti
the positive knowledge that man lives after he thr
off his material body and wings his way to real
unknown.|l clung to this belief in spite of my materi

scientific education, which only aimed to develop more nearly
fect the five physical senses, and entirely omitted any thought™of
things beyond what the eyes and eard intellect might tellus. -~ . 4
However at the time | was able actually to witness the flight of tﬁe "’/ BN
Spirit from the body at the moment of actual physical death, tBr’ L
was still some doubt in my mind as to continuous living, whethe I
or out of the physical bodyherefore the following incident change
the entire course of my reasoning and knowledge of life. | now k ot
that our limited life here on Earth in the physical body is but a .
moment$ duration compared with all the time in eternity wherein W #' il )
may continue to develop that indestructible part of ourselves—the
spirit.

I had left of my mothés family. She was seventy-three years old a/ (
presented very decided symptoms of caWile she had been dei- |
ing severe pain she seemed unusually strong and f|IIed W|th vite

*5u] ‘sUOEDNgNd J2A0Q “'SIYBNOYL IYBIN S,BUNOA Premp3 JO UOISIaA pajyensn|li o) abed-apn ‘axelg welim (26.T) Buinesbu

24

RAYS 02



for one in her condition, so | had not thought ofthe living beautiful angelic body of my aunt in th
any immediate danger vigor of her life. | saw pulsating waves cours
When | first dropped in to see her this day shéhrough the spiritual cord that connected the tw|
seemed rational and strong. Her heart was beatihgdies, and then the cord was severed and the new
rhythmically and normallyShe appeared in quite life in the new world had begun, even as death gn
good condition. But after | had been there for ahe physical plane had claimed the physical bod
short while | seemed, entirely by intuition, to | watched closely each process of the “death
sense a change in her physical condition: Which miraculously turned into a “birth.” Life
became aware that her transition was not marnwyas there, and still is; | saw not death but merely

hours away the transition from one plane of life to another
Then the symptoms of physical dissolution-pre The first thing | detected with my spiritual eye,
sented themselves so that the physical part of mas | sat at the bedside of this loved one, was th
the educated fine senses, might know and undegradual formation of the etheric body apart ang
stand that physical life was in dangeam happy separate from the physical one. Immediately
d
h

<

e

to recall now that | knew first, without intelleetu above the pain-wracked physical body | detecte
al reasoning, entirely through spiritual perceptiona vague hazy outline of mistlike substance whic
that her span of life was finished. resembled nothing physical so much as a fog orja

| detected the rapidly failing pulse, irregularbit of condensing steam. | watched this form with
shallow breathing, and all the attendant symptomiaterest and amazement. It seemed to possess |ife
of failing organism. | saw that the physicalthat was apart from any outline of cloud that | hag¢l
expression was changing, the tired lines in hegver withessed before.
face seemed to increase in prominence, and theThis substance formed about two feet above the
violent thrashing to and fro because of the paibed and over the physical counterpart. It elongat
commenced to diminish in intensitfhus the ed itself until it was the length of the physica
physical part of me knew that “death” was immi body Then it commenced molding itself into a
nent. definite form.

Then we called those who were near and dear toFirst appeared the coarse general outline of|a
us and sat at the bedside awaiting that inevitableody; next came the growth of spiritual draperieg;
angel whose visit we have learned to fear anthen the beginning of features and the outline ¢f
dread. expression upon the face. | was seeing a mirrgr

The transition covered a period of many hourdike reproduction of my aurd’ physical body
The process of death on one plane and birth intoexcept that here was expressed youth and beatty
higher one progressed very slowly so that | waand peace and contefhe eyes were closed in an
indeed much privileged at this time to watch, withunearthly sleep in which nothing but peace and
the physical and spiritual eye, all the many detaileepose were suggested .
of the change. As | looked at the emgence of this spiritual

Beginning signs of death occurred at ten in théody; it all seemed such a natural thing, as though
evening.The last travails of the physical body didthere were nothing of the struggle and pain that
not cease until seven the next morniAf.that had seen. My eyes opened wider in wonderment
night was spent in the borderland between thas the spiritual form took on more vividness ang
physical and spiritual, while | underwent one ofiife.
the most amazing experiences of my entire life. Then my spiritual vision seemed to be trans

| saw the separation of the spiritual element oferred, through no volition of my own, to watch
the body from the physical envelope; the formaing the physical body saw the silver cord which
tion of the cord that joined the ethereal body wittwas still connecting the two bodies, furnishing th
the physical. | saw the growth of the higher bodmeans of transferring life from the physical to the
ies from vague indistinct foglike substance intcspiritual.

v
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This cord seemed to be about two feet in lengtlthanged and the mouth had assumed a radignt
composed of a soft glistening silver radiance thatmile. The draperies were bright with the so
was almost luminous, so bright did it shine befordight of the astral.The cord connecting the two
me. It protruded from the physical bodst the bodies glowed more brightlyknew that the tran
base of the skull at the occipital protuberancesition was almost completed.

Then it passed up and away from the physical I watched the group of loved ones gathere
body where it joined the spiritual counterpart athere; they seemed happy beyond any happingss
the same place at the base of the head in the sgiossible in the material. | saw them place a wreath
itual body of flowers on the head of the bed, a wreath of rgd

The cord itself seemed to be composed of smalbses having hue and tint impossible to describg.
silverlike strands, each separate and distinct anicheir beauty could compare with no materi
yet all molded into a ropelike substan@éhere flower. Each blossom radiated a splendor supeti
the contact was made with the physical body ér to anything | had ever before beheld.
could see that the strands had separated andAs | looked at the scene before me | was strugk
become flat so that they attached themselves tiy the extreme naturalness of it. It all seemed o
the physical body as a single flat surface. very logical and ordered. | had watched and

As | watched this structure miraculously growassisted at many physical births, and the compar
before me | could see the pulsations of spirituabon came very naturally to me.
enegy that coursed through the cord to give more The death on the physical must certainly megn
life to the spiritual bodyAs the enegy was trans  birth to a new mode of liféAll nature led me to
ferred into the immortal part, so was life lesseneblelieve thatAnd the birth into the new life would
in the physical.The freeing of the spiritual be just as natural, or more so, as a birth into the
essence from the incumbrance of the physicadhysical.Then what could be so strange about the
constituted death of the inanimate cl@lus was fact that those who were vitally interested shoulfl
given to me the knowledge of the primarycome and be the assisting inspiration? | accept
attribute of spiritual mattemwhich is essentially all of this then in a conviction of absolute knewl
theActivator. edge.

At this time | opened my eyes more fully to the Now | heard joyful voices chanting. | knew it
spiritual life which was round and about me. lwas the welcoming song calling the loved on
glanced up and saw the spiritual actuality of mynto her new homelhen, even as | looked at the
beloved mother who had years before made thged where lay the poor pathetic form, the whit
transition.Then | saw the form of my uncle, the covers of the bed vanished as there came into
husband of my aunt who was about to cross ovetrsion the sight of soft dark red rose petals as they
and meet her loved ones. | saao, the son, my were scattered there by those who were waitirjg
cousin, who had long ago gone on to new advenvith the heavenly welcome.
tures. Others, also, | saw round about me gatheredA voice, quite softly at my eamsaid, “Only
into that little room that had suddenly become fotwelve minutes more!”
me a shrine, a sacred place, where | might morel repeated those words to the watchers at my
nearly come into the presence of Life Eternal. side. | held my watch expectantly as the minutgs
was awed and pleased with the presence of theseked on recording the twin process of birth ang
unexpected visitors. death.

Again my attention was called to the spiritual Again my attention was called to the silver eon
body of the one who was about to enter the newecting cord. | watched the strands of which i
plane of existence. Now the spiritual counterpanvas formed. | saw the first strand snap and cuyl
was more real than the physical; a radiance hoback, just at the connection to the physical body at
ered over it now and life was more nearly manithe base of the braithen another strand snappec
fested there.The expression of the face hadand curled back even as does a taut string when it
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T
is cut away from its suppoithus during those long twelv
minutes was the preparation made for the loosening o
final earthly connection with the freed etheric hody

Now the time was almost ufthe actual time for the
severance of the last connecting link of the two bo
was at hand. | was about to witness the final castrhgfoL
earthly ties and the winging of the Spirit onward a

upward into new experiences that she could not gain while \_
held fast to the physical body

and the Spirit was free.

The “spirit body” slowly righted itself and floated to
upright position.The expression took on a look of e€o
sciousness and animationhe eyes slowly opened and
glowed with life and loveThe face now was transfigured
with joy and radiant happiness.

Then the true spirituality began to present it3&fhere L \
before there had been retained some of the appearan eo
old age and care, now this seemed to drop anbas ‘
looking at a being in all the majesty of its prime. | was
seeing youth and yet the full maturity of experience. |
seelng the zenith of the Spirit who had completed a I|f

al rewards for a WeII -spent life.
Never could | sorrow or wish her back with me to flg
again the bitter battles of earth-life. Never could | grie§ :
over the absence of the physical presence. Never co§piia(es
allow the picture of the spiritual birth and awakening i#
dim itself in my spiritual eyes. U
—R.B.H.
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Above, spirit beings and a human attend the death-bed of the righteous, administering consolation in his last moments.
In another illustration (not shown) angels convey the spirit of the same man, bearing the same features, to heaven.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

oo
%3} Lid

The Secret Book
of John
Part 2

HE CHRIST Who is thus begotten is |

called theMonogeneThis word sounds |

peculiar but it is merely a word signi |

fying the “Alone Begotten,” as in the

opening of Johis’ Gospel in the New |
Testament. In the NeWestament, too, if we were to .t,
substitute the grecized form of names, our te)
would be unrecognizable; for example: “I am the L
Way, theGnosis and the Life.” Or“In the beginning .
was theLogos and the_ogoswas with God, and the
Logoswas God.” _

From the Christ come the Four}
Luminaries, the four chief Lords of Karma, beleng ™
ing symbolically to the four fixed signs of the zodi
ac. Some say there are seven Lords of Karma; tn
refers, of course, to the seven planetary Principlégs
who influence human destiny in the horoscope. S
After these celestial Powersgdam is created, the Temperaon

first man of EarthThis is followed (in this text) by Apocalyptic Vision of St. John the Evangelist
the story of the “fallen Sophia” who wanted to-cre Ez.ekiels vision (Ch.1) is a pcurser of theavelation to John

. . (1:1, shown above). The four zodiacal figsirae a maco-
ate alone like the Creator and who gave birth t0 cogmic epresentation of the humapirits divine attributes
monster resembling a lion and a serpent, which sl(as well as signifying the four Gospels and their authors
hid in a cloud—obviouslythe constellations of the bearing a dim esemblance to the Gup Spirits(Elohim or
Zodiac, with special eference to Leo and Scorpio, ;2% of M) who guded ey i an cerler e, o
other astronomical dragons of the skiggain we (Life Spirit) in his lap. The twenty-four elderspresent

repeat, this apocryphon is nothing but a poem—=zEarth's evolution in the ttee prior septenary periods (Saturn,

scholars are making themselves ridiculous by trear™" half way though the fourth period (cosmic day).

ing it as if it were a straightforward treatise like theDarkness; which survived into the Midddges, as
works of the Roman Lucretius. we have notedl'he point is made that the Darkness
The story of Sophia—who may also be equatedan only destroy itself when it pursues the Light

e

1&@.

3 :l 0 L1
) S A
po Alberegno, Gallerie dell'Accademia, Venice

central panel of pdlyptybh, Jaco

with Virgo, which now holds the Sun at its fall at thebecause Light automatically destroys darkness by its

autumn equinox—is followed by the story of theshining.
struggle of the powers of Light with those of The Being hid in the Cloud becomes the creatc

=
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—Demiuge—of the lower worlds.This is the story of creation must never be taken in the way that
“Jehovah”, the Cosmocrator of the Oldstament. Moses described it, but from an opposite viewpoini.
He creates Seven Kings to rule the Seven HeavensSophia, seeing that her son is sinning against Gad,
(the Planets), and Five Kings who rule the abyss-wanders to and fro like a spirit over the abyss qf
the realms of Chaos, the “Davkorlds” into which  space, and she is aided in her distress by other pagw
souls go between reincarnationhese five dark ers.At last, gazing into the waters of the abyss, th[E
worlds with their Five Kings represent the “Chaos”Powers, to their amazement, see reflected there the
of the Greeks, and the “abyss” in which the seeds afhage of God! laldebaoth then commands that He
all life and formation germinate. Further beings areand his companions create a being made in the like
created, 360 or 365 in number—Angel for each ness of this pictured Image, whom they éalam,
day of the yearobviously They are symbolized in and theArchons (Powers) set to worRrchonis a
animal-headed figures, in the Egyptian fashion.  Greek term.

Everyone knew that the Egyptians did not worship As to other names of the Powers, the text says, ‘{If
animals or animal-demons; they took these figurethou wouldst know them they are written in the boo
symbolically The idea is precisely the same as thatf Zoroaster”; showing that the Persian influenct
found in some of our Newestaments, where an ox lies behind the HebrevGreek, and Egyptian of this
is pictured with the Gospel of Luke, a lion with St.apocryphon.

Mark, a serpent with St. John, and a man with St. Adam was created, but could not stand upright,
Matthew It would have been quite in line with and five Messengers sent from the true God advisg¢d
Egyptian symbology to have pictured St. Luke as ataldebaoth to breathe the breath of life iAdam’s

ox-headed man holding a book in his hang. may mouth. He did this, anéidam not only stood upright
not like this symbolism, but we can understand it. but became resplendent, and laldabaoth immediate

All of the Powers havewvo names, in accordance ly feared that he would steal his power away fron
with the magical doctrine of antiquity by which the him.

“Secret” or “God” Name was a Name of Poyend The Powers therefore castlam out into nether
which was never revealed; whereas the commaotarkness. But the Mother takes pity Adam, and
name was the name publicly used. Egyptians alwayends to him a Spark dihought of Light, called
gave their children two names for this reason, théog another Greek wordlhen theArchons build
one being the secret name. In the initiatorystill another body denser and more material, in
Schools—as in Christian Baptism—we see a form oivhich to imprisorAdam.They create Paradise in the
the same custom, where the baptized one takeslav world, and put him there, but the joys of hig
new name. It would also seem likely that he had Raradise are illusory and full of bitterneShe Tree
new Secret Name, as an Initiate; for Baptism was aof Life belongs to laldebaoth, and its fruit is bitter;
Initiation and a rebirth. the Tree of Knowledge holds the Spark, or Seed, g

Everything in life has its good and its bad aspecLight from the Divine Mother
The planets in the horoscope may give a beneficent“Was it the Serpent who taught Man to eat of that
fate or the opposite, or both mixed togethdrich is  Tree?” John ask§ he Savior replies: “The Serpent
usually the caseTherefore each Gre@ngel has taught him the seed of desire, to ensladam; but
two Names, and every demon may be coerced by tihe saw thaAdam was not obeying him because o
use of the Name of the Greangel which has rule the Seed of Light that was in hiniChe Serpent is,
over his activitiesThe JohnApocryphon does not as shown above, Jehovah-laldebaoth. It is he wio
go into this, but the concept is implied in the fact thatules theTree of “Life,” of desire, of begetting bed
the Creative Intelligences are said to haweo ies.

Names. The Demiuge then creates Eve, who is part of the

When his creation is finished, laldebaoth cries oufdamic Light, but when he opeAslam’s side, part
pridefully: “I am a jealous god and there is no otheof the Light escapes, so he makes Eve of what
God but me!”And theApocryphon warns that the remained.The apocryphon says that Christ Himsell
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manifested Himself in the form of an eag§
and sat in th@ree of Knowledge, to induce
Adam and Eve to eat of the fruit
Knowledge, in which was the Seed of Ligk
belonging to the Divine Mothetby which §
they might be redeemed from the darkness |
matter and the power of Jehovah-laldebaoj:
the Serpent of Darknes3he seed of thef
Demiuge is in bothAdam and Eve, whofgie§
bring forth Cain and\bel; but Seth escapesfii% *
Seth isThe Man Full of Light, who later is
reborn as Jesus the Christ, the true Son
Sophia,Wisdom. .

St. Paul says, speaking/Abraham, Sarah &
and Hagar: “which things are an allegory
and it is obvious that these Gnostics wrc

other way
We see from this why Catholics believe
that the Manicheans worshiped Satan, sirfi
to the Manicheans Jehovah was the Sat
and the Spirit of th@ree of Knowledge wasge
the Christ. But they did not worship Sata
they worshiped Christ, as the Spirit Whig
gave Wisdom and Knowledge to manking
Jehovats Tree of Life was not immortality§
but “generation”, a genealogical tree.
There is reason to believe that the text

the Hebrew Genesis, written from an opp . . o o .

. : . . Accompanied by the “gunding” of ragged lightning, an apt visual
site point of viewas Max Heindel ONCE CBM metaphor for “ignorant indulgence in theeative act,”Adam and Eve
mented, has, in fact, given the same interpare escorted (awaken) to the material world, vengesie (the serpent)
tation when it says that “Adam knew Evecontinues to insinuate the ideality of physical sensation and possessi

and she bore Cain”; “Adam knew Eve, anu
she bore Seth”; thus plainly identifying generation There is a constant warfare between Tae
with the Tree of Knowledge, whereas the Spirit and the Counterfeit Spirit contending for the
Gnostics andJanicheans gave this meaning to thesouls of mankind. It is the Demge who sends his
Tree of Life. angels down to seduce the daughters of men whe
As in Pistis-Sophiaa long dialogue between Johnever they show any inclination to rise out of the-cay
and the Christ is given, covering many topics of-spirerns of perversityteaching them the so-called good
itual interestThe apocryphon shows that there is dhings of the earth, giving them material wealth

The Expulsion

True Spirit, which isAbove, and a Counterfeiting happiness, and power; teaching them the arts, craffs,

Spirit (which apes th&rue One) which is belown  and sciences of the physical world.

lower space. Salvation is release from “the cavern of But the Great Mother never fyets, and she is still
perversity” in which man is imprisoned, and wherdlying back and forth over the abyss of time ang
he spends all his days watching shadows. (Compagpace seeking to rescue Her children. She goes
with the Platonic Myth of the Cave in tiRepublic  Adam to awaken him from his sleep in the darknes
Book VIl.) calling to him:

U)
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| am the riches of the Light, | am the memory
of the Fullness [of Spirit]. | walked in the depth
of the Darkness, and | persegdruntil | attained
to the middle of the prison, to the foundations of
Chaos....I penetrated to the midst of the prison,
that is, of the prison of the badgnd | said ‘Let
him who hears wake upofn heavy slumber!

AndAdam wept...saying, ‘Who called my name?’

And the Spiriteplies: ‘1 am the Thought of the
Virginal Spirit who e-establishes thee in the
realms of gloryStand up, andemember that IT
IS THYSELF THOU HASHEARD, and eturn
to thy ioot! For | am the Mariful. Take efuge
from the angels of destructionpfn the demons
of Chaos, and é&m all who hinder thee, and
rouse thyself out of the heavy sleep of the inferna
dwelling.’

French Gnostic scholar Jean Doresse says that if
not always clear who is speaking, whether it is th
Saviot Christ Himself, or the/irgin Queen of the
Angels; and he says that doubtless this points to t
Christ story having been blended with an ancier
myth of a Mother Goddes$he resemblance to the
Babylonian myth of the Descent of Ishtar and to th
Greek myth of Demeter seeking for Persephone
obvious; not to mention the Egyptian Isis seeking fg
Osiris. The poet has made arfat, apparentlyto
build one myth out of manwn eclectic, universalist
allegory acceptable to all ancient peoples, includin
the Jews.

The text used by the medieval Manicheans i
Europe may have been a version edited by Mani
his followers.

Since Doresse is not a mystic or occultist, an
since he interprets these texts with a literalism whic
is deplorable, we cannot take his word for the rea
substance of thepocryphon of John. He is not real
ly interested, except as a vivisector is interested
cutting up a living animal in the laboratory; and it is
only as we take these ancient books in full sympath
into our consciousness, in meditation and conten
plation, using the poetic imagination, that we ca
enter into the spirit in which they were written ang
so come to some sort of understanding of them.

—Ann Barkhurst
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FROM MAX HEINDEL’'S WRITINGS

Spiritual Seeing and Spiritual Hearing

HILE THE PHYSICAL dis- it happens that he takes thenf, @ither by design

ability of blindness is without or by accident. He may be of a venturesome natu

doubt a great #iction, there is and somehow have a feeling that there is som

a blindness which has a morething outside his particular sphere of vision, or h

detrimental dect upon those may have accidentally mislaid his glasses. But i

who are sutring therefrom, namelylindness of either case if he stumbles upon the naked truth
heart An old proverb says, “None is so blind as heGod's word he becomes unhapfhe writer has

who will not see.” spoken to a number of ministers who confesse

Every great religion has brought to the people tthat they had become aware of certain truths b

whom it was given certain vital truths necessarglared not preach them because to do so wol

for their unfoldment, and the Christ Himself toldhave called down the wrath of their congregatio

us that the truth would make us free. Many of thepon them, by disturbing established conditions.

sublime truths contained in the Christian teachingdnd this is not to be wondered at. Even King

have, howevereen obscured by creeds and-dogJames, who was a monarch and an autocrat, CT]U
[

mas, with which the various sects and denomindioned the translators of the Bible not to translate
tions have contented themselvEkey hire a min  such a manner that the new version would distu
ister and chaye him with the duty of expounding established ideas, because he knew that t
to them the truth of the Bible, but his tongue is tieanoment new points were introduced there woul
by the creed of his particular denomination. He i®e a controversy between the defenders of the @
prohibited on pain of public disgrace and dismissaleligious views and the newhich would proba

from publishing or preaching anything not in strictbly result in civil war The great majority are

agreement with the particular brand of religionalways ready to sacrifice truth for the sake of

desired by those who pay him his saldBach peace.Therefore we are bound todalespite our
minister is given a pair of glasses, colored accordoasted freedom, and no matter how keen may

ing to the particular creed which he represents, aralir physical eyesight, vast numbers among us dre

woe betide him if ever he dares to look at the Biblélinded by a scale so opaque that it almost entire
save with those spectacles upon his nose; to do sbscures their spiritual vision.
means financial ruin and social ostracism, which But in spite of everything the truth crops out
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very few are brave enough to face. sometimes in the most unexpected places, as the

So long as the minister keeps his denominatiorfollowing quotation, will showlt sounds more like
al spectacles on there is no dandpert sometimes the musings of a mystic than the writings of @
Some eaders may be particularly intested in this article P_reSbyte“an m.mls.ter bound to t.he dreadiul-do
written by Max Heindel because, though it first apeean  trine of predestln.atlon and commitment of souls t
the October 191Rays it is not contained in any book. everlasting hellfire, where dreadful tortures arg
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endured for eternityeven by babes who have been thus fereg
dained to suér for eternity by their CreatoFhe article was writ
ten by a well-known Philadelphia ministend is only another
indication of the fact that a sixth sense is slowly developing, o
in the most unexpected people, crushing creed with mystic f
and knowledgeThe minister says

Everyone of us casts a shaddwmee hangs about us a sort ¢
penumbra, a strange, indefinable something which we call |
sonal influence, which has its effect on every other life on wi
it falls. It goes with us whever we go. It is not something W
can have when we will nor lay aside like a garment. It is son
thing that always pours outdm our life like light fom a lamp,
like heat fom a flame, like perfumedim a flower

Once when the Christ was alone with His disciples, He ag
them: “Whom do men say that I, the Son of man, atri they [&
answered and said: “Some say that thou art Elijah, otl
Jeremiah, or one of the prophet&rid Christ answered and sai(
“But whom say ye that | am?” Peter said, in answer to this-q
tion: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” He had djig
covered the truth, had seen the ChAsid the rejoinder of Christ
came quickly: “Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh &
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which i
heaven....and | willjive unto thee the keys to the kingdom of he
en.”

Here materialistic religion, which has so often debased art i
service, can see only a material kayd therefore we find picture;
where Peter stands with an enormous key in his hand. Bui
mystic finds in this incident that the disciples were taught a g \
truth in nature, the truth of rebirth. By the key of Initiation tHSg
mystery was unlocked, and the doors of heaven were opent
show the immortality of the spirit, and that we return to tl
sphere of action to learn new and greater lessons life after life
as a child learns its lessons at school day after day

If rebirth were not a fact in nature, statements about the re
of departed spirits such as Jeremiah, Elijah, and others in the
of the living Jesus would have been an absurdityl it would §
have been the duty of Christ &sacher of His disciples to havmgane gass. Edward Bume-jones, victoria and Albert Museum
explained to them that such ideas were ridiculous. Instead The Calling of Saint Peter
pursued the subject to discover the depth of their discernment The fisher of men for the kingdom of heaver
asked, “Whom say ye that | am&hd when the answer came'S 9iven the keys of initiation—for himself

. . . . and to confer ttough teaching and exaie.
showing that they discerned in Him someone above the propiicw
above the human race, namalye Christ, the Son of the living  can ever settle that point beyond
God, He perceived that they were ready for the Initiation which s¢all possibility of doubt.The
tles the question of rebirth beyond all dispute in the mind of the d candidate must know for him
ciple. self. Therefore in the Mystery

No amount of reading in books, of conversations or explanatiorSchools of todayafter the first
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Initiation has opened to him the invisible world, hephotosphere of the sun when the physical orb
is given the opportunity to satisfy himself eon obscured during an eclipse, but at no other time. §

cerning rebirth. He is shown a child that haslso with this shadow or photosphere of mar.

recently passed out of the bod@n account of its When we learn to control our sense of sight so th
tender years it takes birth quicklyrobably within we may look at a man without seeing his physica

a year after deatiThe new Initiate watches this form, then this photosphere or aura may be seen|i

child until finally it enters the mother womb, to all its splendarfor the colors of earth are dull in
emege as a newborn babe agaline reason he comparison with those spiritual living fires which
watches a child in preference to an adult is that thrurround and emanate from each human being.
latter stays out of physical life approximately one The fantastic, coruscating play of the auror

thousand years while a babe has a new embodiorealis gives us an idea of how this photosphef

ment inside of a very few years; some even find ar shadow acts. It is in incessant motion; darts ¢
new environment after a few months and are borforce and flame are constantly shooting out fron
within a year every part thereof, but are particularly active

During this time the new Initiate has opportuni around the head; and the colors and hues of t
ties also to study the life and actions of those whauric atmosphere change with every thought g

are in pugatory and the first heaven, which are thenove. This shadow is only observable to those¢
hell and heaven referred to in the Bibléis was who close their eyes to all the sights of earth, who
what Christ helped His disciples to do—to see antave ceased to care for the praise or blame of me

to know Upon the rock of this truth the Church isbut are looking only to their heavenly Father; whq
founded, for if there were no rebirth there could bare ready and willing to uphold truth and truth
no evolutionary progress, and consequently alllone; who see with the heart and see into tk
advancement would be an impossibility hearts of men that they may discover therein th
But what then is the way to realizatiomRis is  Christ, the Son of the living God.
the great question, and to this there is and can beNor is that thing which thus surrounds us a sha
only one answer—the unfoldment of the sixthow which fades when the sun of life has ceased
sense by means of which the mystic discovers thghine in the physical bodyar from it. It is the
immortal shadow that the Presbyterian ministeresplendent garment of the human spirit, obscuré
speaks about. Heaven and hell are all about us; oduring physical existence by the opaque garme
own past lives and the lives of our contemporariesf flesh and bloodWhen John L. McCreery writes
have been thrown upon the screen of time and aabout the friends who have passed ptreat
there ready to be read at any time when we shall
have built senses so that we may read thEme.
electric light focused through a stereopticon lens
projects a brilliant image of a slide when there i$e is incorrectTheir raiment is truly “shining,” but
darkness, but leaves no visible imprint whatevethey do not put it on at death. It would be more co
when the sus rays strike the screen. Similarly rect to conceive of ourselves as wearing a garme
we would read the mystic scroll of our past, weof intensely brilliant soul-substance which is-hid

They have but dpped their obe of clay
To put a shining raiment on,

must learn to still our senses so that the worlden by a dark and lusterless “coat of skin,” a phy$

without disappears in darkned§shen by the light ical body When we drop that, the magnificent
of the spirit we shall see the pictures of the pastouse from heaven spoken of by Paul in 2. Gor
take the place of those of the present. becomes our normal habitation of light. It is the

The shadow seen by the Presbyterian ministesoma psuchicoor soul body (mistranslated “Rat
around the body is analogous to the photosphere oral body” in 1 Car15:44) in which we shall meet
aura of the sun and the planets. Each of those greae Lord at His coming, for “flesh and blood,” such
bodies has such an invisible shadtvat is to sagy as we use at present, “cannot inherit the Kingdo
invisible under ordinary conditiondVe see the of God.”
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There is a great deal of tifence in these auric
emanations; in fact, there are as manyedsnt
types as there are peoplehe play of colors is
never twice the same. If we were to watch the su
rise and sunset for a lifetime, we should never fin
two exactly alike as to colprcloud efect, etc.
Similarly, when we watch the play of human emo
tions as revealed in the aura, there is an infinit
variety even in the same person when placed
identical positions and conditions at fdient
times. In a sense all sunsets are alike; certain pg
ple see no diérences, but to the artist the varie
gated color play is sometimes actually painful i
its intensity

Some may view the luminous auric cloud wit
only a vague appreciation of its import. But whe
a Christ beholds the Promethean struggles of po
blind humanity what wonder that He cries: “O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would | ha
gathered thy children togeth@ven as a hen gath
ereth her chickens under her wings, and ye WOU™  watercolor on paper, willam Biake (1757-1827), Victoia and Albert Museu, London
not!” Unless we are prepared to become “men ¢ The Transfiguration
sorrows,” we should not wish for the extension o “The Transfiguration as seen in the Memory of Nate@veals
sight which enables its possessor to penetrate tH?e physical body of Jesus as a dazzling white, thus showifg

. . is dependence upon the Fathtee Universal Spirit.
opacity of the bodyrevealing thereby the soul, for
thenceforth we are bound to bear our brothbur Similarly to the case of the photosphere of th
dens in addition to our own. But whoso becomes aun, which is seen only during an eclipse when tf
“servant” of humanity has with all the sorrow alsophysical orb has been obscured, the Song of t
a joy and a peace that passeth understanding. Spheres is not heard till all other sounds have begn

When we have had our spiritual eyes opened argilenced, for it is the Fathervoice. In this sublime
have learned to see this heavenly vision, the Chribarmony of the spheres the keynotesA@$dom,
within the hearts of men, there are other steps th&trength, and Beauty reverberate through tHe
take us further along the pathen we learn to whole universe, and in these vibrations we live,
close our ears to the clashing and clamoringhove, and have our being.
throng, to the quarrels of men over this, that, and Love divine pours out upon us in unstinted mes
the other unessential thing, when we have learneadire from each cosmic chord to cheer the despagn
that creeds, dogmas, and all earthly opinions are dent and uge the laggard. “Are not two sparrows
no value, that there is only one voice in the-unisold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall
verse worth listening to, the voice of our Fatheon the ground without your Fathefear ye not
that speaks ever to them that seek His face, then weerefore, ye are of more value than many -sp}

am(l)

shall be able to hear the Song of the Spheres spows.” “Come unto me, all ye that labor and ar
ken of in the immortaFaustin the inspired words: heavy laden.Therefore let us rest upon the gre
cosmic heart of the Fathedis voice shall comfort
and strengthen the soul.

Each year and age this great Cosmic Chapt
changes; each life we learn to sing a new song.
God, in all and through all, works His miracles in

The sun intones his ancient song,
‘Mid rival chant of bother sphees,
His predestined course he speeds along,
In thundeous mach thioughout the years.

RAYS 02 35



nature and in manWe are usually deaf to the . .
magic wrought by the silent sound of the diving The ROSl crucian
Word, but if we can learn to “heawe shall sense )
the true nearness of our Fatheloser than hands M ySter |es
and feet; we shall know that we are never alon
never out of His loving care.

As the sun and planets give both light and soun
so man also has his keynote of light and sound.
the medulla burns a light like the flame of acarl  The sublime THE ROSICRLCIAN
dle, but it does not burn steadilguietly and
silently; it pulsates and at the same time it emits truths of the
sound which varies from birth to death and may 4 Western
said never to be the sanfes it changes, so do we
change, for this sound is the keynote of the hum: \MSd.()m
being. In it is expressed his hopes and his fears, Teachings
sorrows and his joys, as they have been worked ¢
in the physical worldThis fire is kindled by the
archetype of the physical badjhe archetype is a | Written in almost narrative style, intended
vacuous sphere, but by sounding a certain notgl especially to give busy people a solution |to
draws to itself the physical concretions which w{ |ife’s basic problems by enabling the heart| to

see here as its manifestation, namehe body | affirm what the rational mind has sanctiondd.
which we call the man. In this sounding flame th{ |ncludes:

greater number of nerves in the human body ha
their root and originThis place is the vital spot in

By Max Heindel

The Order of Rosicrucians

man, the seat of life, the kernel of the “shadow and The Rosicrucian Fellowship
which the Presbyterian minister spoke abou The Visible and the Invisible Worlds
When we find that point, we have almost reachg The Constitution of Man

the heart of man.

To reach that supreme point other steps are ng Life and Death
essary But we are usually so wrapped up in ou Please order on page 64
own interests, regardless of the interests and ca 207 Pages. Indexed. PapRublished by
of other people, that we are self-center&tis The Rosicrucian Fellowship

must be overcome; we must learn to bury our own
sorrows and joys, to stifle our own feelings, formost dificult enemy to overcome. But when that
just as the light of the sun hides the photosphefgas been achieved he senses, as said, the G
and the opaque physical body of man veils théleart of our Father in Heaven.

beautiful auric atmosphere, so also our personal Thus step by step we approach the Light, evg
feelings, emotions, and interests make us insenghe Father of Lights in whom there is “no shadow
ble to fellow feelingsWhen we have learned to And let us make the following points very clear: if
still the feeling of our own hearts, to think little of may be a mark of some achievement to be able
our own sorrows and joys, we begin to sense thgee “the shadow”; it may mark a higher step i
beating of the great Cosmic Heart, which is now imttainment to be able to hear “the voice in th
travail to bring many sons to glofjhe birth pangs silence”; but above everything, let us strive to fee
of our FatheiMother in Heaven are sensed only bythe heartbeats of our fellows, to make their- so
the mystic in his highest and most sublimeows our own, to rejoice in their attainments, an
moments when he has entirely stifled the selfisko guide them to our Fathsrbosom for peace and
wailing of his own hearfThat is the strongest and comfort. O
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READERS’ QUESTIONS

A “Bad Deal”
Visits From Disembodied Friends
Prenatl Influence of Mothers

UESTION: If it be true that the other one or more of the traits that we do have {o
individual Ego elects, itself, to re- unfold in our evolutionary journey
nter life on the Earth plane and Itis a great mistake to think that we ever get “a
later, upon arrival, discovers he hasbad deal.”To allow ourselves to think along this
probably through ignorance, made aline sets us against the tide of evolution. On th
mistake, who, it might be asked, other hand, when we take the attitude that we oul(rE
should be held responsible for this? Is the Ege peselves are entirely responsible for attracting to ys
haps entirely or partially responsible? How is itcertain people and certain circumstances, and
that the Ego before entry had not beetiigehtly  resolve to change our associates and improve qur
advised or educated so that this seeming mistakécumstances by changing ourselves, then we dre
could have been avoided®Pone’s present stage of going forward with the tide of evolution and will
evolution this state of &irs is not properly under soon find pleasant changes taking place in our
stood and seems very unfaks the die has been immediate world.
cast, howeveltthere is nothing to do but proceed to Constant soul searching is absolutely necessgry
the best of ong’ ability making the best of that if one is to progress on the spiritual path. It may be
which might seem—~Aad Deal. very painful at times to admit our own shortcom
Answer: We believe that the crux of the answer tangs. It is so much easier to put the blame on some
your question lies in the fact that man has free willpne else, but when we do, we are listening to the
and consequently may learn the necessary lessdosver self and not to the Spirit, which always
either by observation or experience. Most peoplguides us aright. By turning within, prayerfuyltp
have to learn by experience, but the choice is alwaysat “inmost center where truth abides in all it$
theirs. Since we became individual, indwellingfullness” and looking for the causes of ourfidif
Spirits, with a measure of free will, only we areculties, we will find them.Then we must face
responsible for what comes to W¥e actually do them, and meet them by changing ourselves.
not make a mistake in choosing a certain life pat
tern (when we have merited a choicem several), VisiTs FRoM DiseMBODIED FRIENDS
be it ever so diicult. The RecordingAngels give Question: In occult literature one often reads of
us exactly what we need for our development, byiersons who have recently passed out in death, after
sometimes it is difcult for us to see that our expe ward visiting friends and relatives who are still liv
riences are what we need/lhen we analyze this ing. | understand that each Ego spends approx-
thoroughly we must find that our task, regllg to imately one third as many years in §atory as it
learn the lesson involved in the experiencelived during its previous Earth life. If this is true,
Perhaps the experience is for the purpose of teadmow is it possible for disembodied Spirits to leavs
ing us humility tolerance, discrimination, or any Pumatory and visit friends when they so desire?
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Answer: The pugatorial experience is not one gifts closes behind him.”
prolonged uninterrupted proce3#ere is a period In ancient times the sacrament of inviting an
of activity, followed by an interval of inactivity Ego to forsake the heavenly realms and some [fo
and this alternating process continues throughouatbide upon the Earth was always performed -wit
the entire pugatorial existence of the individual. in the sacred precincts of the temple. If this were
It is during the intervals between patorial again to be practiced upon the Earth, how sogn
action that those sojourning in Batory are per would we see a new race among us again of men
mitted to visit the physical region where theirwho might indeed be termed Lords of Creation!
friends and relatives reside. It is not possible for After the one great sacrifice by Mary and
these people to visit the Earth at any time they Joseph, Mary went away into the hill country
desire to do so, for those ungeing pur where, surrounded by the holy calm andl
gation are not permitted to leav beauty of Nature, she could prepare
herself as a fit channel for the
coming of the greatAdept
Jesus. 3
The prospective mothefr
should always be surrountl
ed with beauty harmony£
peace, and tranquillilyif%‘
possible hearing inspiring
music, seeing beautiful
flowers and pictures. If this fs
impossible, she should coh
centrate upon one picture or an
inspiring poem. If she cannot have
flowers, she can surely look to the sky
raising her consciousness to the sunsets, the
PRENATAL INFLUENCE OF MOTHERS stars, keeping herself uplifted in a constant state pf
Question: Is it possible for a pregnant woman toprayer and peace.
influence her child for good or evil by her daily life  Woman is the torch-bearer of the race—or gt
and thoughts and by using constructive aute-sudeast, that is her dutyand those who understand
gestion? and cooperate with spiritual law are truly torch
Answer: Yes, to some extent, but of course théearers. Eventually every mother will work eon
basic characteristics of the incoming Ego alreadgciously with an Ego in helping it to prepare its
exist, as shown by the horoscope at birth. It is bgew physical bodyThis is the supreme ideal of
means of these characteristics, operating throughotherhood. By attuning her thoughts and her lif
the Laws ofAttraction andAssociation, that Egos only to the good, the true, and the beautiful, th
are incarnated through their particular parefit®  mother holds them as a mystic crown above he
general rule is that advanced Egos are born #nd in the clear reflection of their light helps the
advanced parents. Howeydrere may be seeming incoming Ego to build anew upon foundations
exceptions to this rule, all under the guidance ofvhich embody these same attributes. On grept
the Lords of Destinywho see that every humanwings the day is coming when every woman wil
being gets exactly what he needs for his develofneel before the shrine of truth, realizing that the
ment. Immaculate Conception was not destined for Mary
The wise Emerson said of mothers: “In theiralone, but for every woman who makes hersejf
hearts their mothers make theWWhen each one worthy to receive it, and who thus wins for he
comes forth from his mother womb, the gate of brow a crown of immortelles. U

time.

In regard to this matteit
should be kept in mind that
is unwise to “invite” (by ou
thoughts and feelings) t
visits of our departed lov
ones, as this may seriou
interfere with the work the
are doing in their new hom
The work they have to do the
is just as real as the work do.
here, and they should be left to dc
in peace and quiet.
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE

David—
Revelations of futh

referred to the Bible as! )
the “Wonder Book of the e
Ages.” This is evinced !
by the fact that the fur |}
ther one advances spiritualthe more the |}
Scriptures reveal their marvelous hiddes
secretsAlso, as previously stated, as méf
enters into the enlightenment of thggs
AquarianAge, he will realize that the Biblejig
is not only the supreme textbook of Ligh . Die Bibel in Bildern, Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld (1789-1853)
but that |t OpenS to hIS Unf0|d|ng cor David isAnointed ng of Judah
sciousness deeper mysteries and more piu
found truths than he can imagine at the presemtatings as would appear from a literal reading.
time. Now Solomon is said to have had seven hundred
Many timeless truths are concealed in the bibliwives and three hundred concubines. Numerically
cal record of David and Solomon, both of whom7 and 3 add to 10 the number of spiritual attair
possessed initiatory powers of a high degfiee. ment. Such is the significance of this number gs
prevent spiritual truths which they gave to theused throughout the entire Oléstament.
world from being misused or desecrated by- per Solomon is referred to as the highest initiate df
sons not yet able to grasp and apply them rightlyghe OldTestament Dispensatiohhe great love he
they were couched in unattractive symbols oappeared to have for women must not be interpret
embodied in stories that were in keeping with thed as personal infatuation, but as a means of cgn
primitive and sensual development then prevalenveying the spiritual fact that he experienced the
An ancient teaching declares: “If you wouldecstasy that comes from having attained to unign
know the doctrine, you must live the lifeThis  with the exalted Feminine Principle, a state requ
being true, one must conclude that David andite for the high initiatory degree ascribed to him,.
Solomon—two illumined souls qualified for On the other hand, the several women in the life ¢f
assuming spiritual leadership of their people—David esoterically represent various steps in the
were not guilty of such reprehensible conduct as progress of an aspirarithus, Michal stands for
literal interpretation of some biblical stories attrib Mars’martial powers, given to be a snare to David;
utes to them. For example, the women in the life dEglah, the intimate personal love &fenus;
David really indicate definite stages of his spkitu Chimham, expansiveness of the Jupiterian-co
al development rather than various polygamousciousness; Hagith, the law and order of a we
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developed Saturnian naturkbital, the enhanced —that he initiatedAbraham, the first of the
attributes of faith and wisdom generally associatetMystery observances which culminated in the
with Mercury David’s marriage tcAbigail sym  Lord’s Supperthe Feast of Bread aWdine. Later
bolizes a high state of spiritual consciousness (this same eminence became the site for Solasnon
Samuel 25:2-42). Temple, and thereobraham passed the supreme
Abigail pleads for Nabal, the fool, who repre test in the Rite of Detachment when he was-com
sents marg lower natureThe foods Nabal refused manded to sacrifice his son Isaac.
to share with David signify certain spiritual quali ~ When this holy city had passed into the hands ¢f
ties about which a foolish mortal has no comprethe Jebusites, they renamed it Jebu and established
hension After having sent David’ men away and therein aTemple devoted to the cult dfstarte.
then partaken of a drunkenggr he lived only ten About 1000 B.C., after his becoming King of both
days.The death of Nabal (lower nature) was-fol Judah and Israel, David was inspired to make the
lowed by the union oAbigail (joy of God) and city his capital, and he renamed it the City of
David (the Beloved)This again signifies a union David. From Jerusalem, located at an elevatign
with the “eternal feminine, that draws us evethat overlooked a wide surrounding territatyere
upward and on"—in this instance to the crowninghas ever been a mighty inflow and outflow of spir
of David in Hebron (unity) as King of Judah (loveitual enegies.And besides being the heart-centef
and praise). It was not until after this Mystic mar of the whole earth and the home of Judah, he of the
riage that David began the really great work of hisoyal sign Leo, it appropriately became the City of
career the King.
During a seven-year period as King of Judah, What is more, Jerusalem was the focal center pf
David was being prepared for a still higher posithe early Christian Mysteries, for which the work
tion as King of Jerusalem, the City of Peace. Hef David and the services held in tliemple of
was taught to read thékashic Records (the Solomon were a preparatiolind it is destined to
Memory of Nature) and to study therein the patterbecome the center of the Christian Mysteries i
for the worlds most glorious Mysteryfemple, preparation for the second coming of the Christ gs
later externalized by his son Solomon. it was for His previous appearance. In fact, thi
Just as there are certain spiritual centers in tHeoly place was the Mecca of the Initiates of bot
body of man, so are there corresponding centers tife Old and the Newestament Dispensations. It
spiritual enegy within the planet earth. For untold was the scene of activity for all of the Old
thousands of years the locations of these earthliestament prophets exceptidgnos and Hosae.
centers have been the sites of Mystéeynples. Within its environs the Books of the Oléstament
From each one advanced spiritual truths have be&rere conceived, if not actually written. Both Josep
disseminated to the peoples within its area ofradand the Holy Mother werécolytes of the
ation. Jerusalem, the City of Peace, was the site dérusalenfemple.
such a power release. Jerusalem was also the scene of the major part|of
Esoterically Jerusalem is at the very heart of thehe Mastes work and that of His immediate disci
earth. According to the testimony of extendedples and followers, many of the latter having their
vision, at the very dawn of civilization it was ¢ho training in communities located in nearby areas (
sen and consecrated Wjise Ones under the guid high spiritual radiation—as, for instance, the
ance of angelic leaders. Here Melchizedek, th®ount of Olives where David passed one of hig
Mystery Priest and one of the most exalted mentests of regeneration and where Christ Jesus mgde
bers of thaVhite Brotherhood, worked and taught.His final and complete renunciation in accordancg
He brought over intéryana the sacred wisdom with the will of the FatheAnd it was in this highly
from Atlantis before its final inundation—recorded chaged city that the crucifixion and the resurrec
biblically in the story of the Flood. It was in this tion of Christ Jesus took place. O
sacred area—called by him Salem, City of Peace —Corinne Heline
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ASTROLOGY

Evolution Considered
Astrologically

STROLOGERS are constantly
hearing the expressions tood or a
bad horoscope,” “good or bad direc
tions,” and so on. Let us consider for
a moment what we mean by thesdH
expressions, and from what standpoint we are cof
sidering the natal chart; whether from the externa
or personal plane—the workistandard—or from
the esoteric or individual point of viewn which
the life of the Ego, seekings experience through
the personalityis depicted in the natal chart.
Let us take a typical case to illustrate practicall
what we mean by the foregoing statement.
We find “Saturn posited in the second hous¢ |
afflicting the ruler of the nativity This, we sayis
a bad aspect for monejhe person will never be
opulent; there will be diiculty in gaining financial g Mo i 5
success, labor to acquire position in lf.thisis '™ °a§V§?Jf£Ack:"&ﬁ’i37543?‘&ZE‘de"semgei'Wﬁs;%cythe
of course true, and, measured by external reascqualities infused by Cupid or &s—desie, hope, sanguine
ing alone, very unfavorable. But let us consider thanticipation, flights of fancy—arsooner or later @pped,
matter a little closerand see what this denial of canceled out by time, Gimos, who consumes hisogeny
finance meansThe earnest occult student ofnation, for there would be no incentive from with
Astrology to whom life, with its possibilities, sor out to stir the mind to action from within.
rows, joys, and opportunities, means more than Thus a “so-called” evil, looked at from the per
worldly aggrandizement, will note that “Saturnsonal side, is from the inner standpoint a quieken
afflicted in the house of the intellect” means a slowver of evolution, “growth by exercise being a law o
mind, limited mental capacityand realizes that nature”; for the characteristic of evolution is the
this very absence of means, if a punishment on thenfoldment of possibilities from within, quickened
physical plane, is yet a blessing in disguiseby unfoldment opportunities from without.
because, considered from the higher vantage To the student who seeks the secret of nature,
ground, this very lack of wealth, this very strugglenvho has realized to some extent what the Delphjc
for income, will develop intellectual capacity— Oracle meant by “Man, know thyself,” the hero
growth of mind by thought and experience—thescope is a means eélf-knowledge-but he looks
mind thus evolving more rapidly at the inner significance of the figure, as well as ifs
In this case luxury and wealth would cause stagnere outward expression, and tries to fathom the
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condition of the life that is working within the once bound, and using his mind and thoug}

form, rather than learn what he can personally gaipower he decides to dominate this side of hig
by his figure of birthThe question he asks is notnature. For the mind is king over the senses and,

so much: Have | a good horoscope for wealthpng and severe though the struggle may be, tk

position, fame, and marriage?—nbut: Have | a goockesult is absolutely sure, for from the Moon squar

horoscope as far as charactand mind, and Mars we evolve Moon sextile or trine Mars, by

morality are concerned? For he knows ttiaar-  purifying the passions.

acter is destinythatAstrology proves in a very #t In this idea of evolution astrologically consid

eral and practical sense the teaching of the Christred, let us see how a knowledge of “The Law

“seek ye first the Kingdom of Heaven, and allmay be utilized for the control of destiny

these things shall be added unto you.” Let us glance over an ordinary horoscop
If your moral character is flawless, this will be belonging to the average type of humanity an

felt in the world of men. Responsibility and, as dearn how necessity and free will are both at work

necessary corollapyposition will be yours. Is the and at work in harmony

quality of love in your natal chart untinged with Here we have before us a passional nature sho

Saturnine selfishness or Martial passidm®n by ing definite characteristics, some good, some bad,

that attractive force within you friends will come a physical body fairly formed and healthwit with

to your aid, and benefits will flow in. nothing special signified. Suppose the person {o

Is will powerful and selfish desire not limiting whom the chart belongs has studiadtrology
its force?Then this ability to lead and direct is ¥ec (which is the manifestation of the “Law” in work
ognized, and leadership and authority is yours bg activity). He finds himself with a certain stock
birth-right, and opportunity comes. in hand, and he has to do the best he can with

Few realize that we are all “Gods in the mak Great mental power is not in his grasp, many tem
ing,” that each natal chart is an unfolding of outations are about him, to which his passional natu
past, that to-day we are making by our thoughtgields, even though he feels compunction for s
our future condition. doing. He finds he cannot avoid troubles of man

When people wake up to the fact that they thenkinds; he can only bear the pain as best he hmay
selves condition themselves, that they are the makannot escape from it.
ers of their own destinythen evolution will take He sees that all these things are so, and on fi
rapid strides forwardThen a man will look at his realizing this, he feels somewhat like a slave und
horoscope and scan with unerring eye his wealhe lash of grim destiny—foAstrology cannot

nesses, deficiencies, and disabilities, and take himalter his horoscope. He has limited himself by pas
self in hand. Has he brought over from foolisithoughts, wasted opportunities, mistaken choicg;

wrong thinking in the past anfifted Mercury? he is bound by his desires, chained by his errors

He sets himself rigorously now to watch and-conan earlier day

trol his thoughts, so as to think more wisely and This is the fate side of it, trulfput the man made

more truly his own fate. How about free will? Is there ng
Knowing Astrology and how the law works, he help? Is there no balm in Gilead?

seeks to turn the square ofliation into the angle Indeed there is. First he must learn to accept the

of joy; resting on the lapbelieving in the lawhe conditions under which he finds himself, realizing
makes today his past failures stepping stones that these disabilities aself-made whether it be
future virtues. He is wisely learning by *“self- bodily pain, mental unrest, sadness, feardefor
knowledge” how to overcome the stellar rulingsmity. An astrologer worthy of the name must
or in other words, his past limitations. believe in that perfect law of justice, which he eve
Is Mars aflicted in his figure? Does the passion seeks to unravel and expound. He understands &
al and sense nature seek to enchain and enslaealizes that the condition of life in which men find
him? Be it so; he now seeks to unbind the chain tbemselves is no accident or Natsr&'eak.True
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Astrology explains and justifies the inequalities of No earnest student 8itrology could believe in
human life.There is no “accident,” but the self- Divine favoritism—the galling belief that the God
generated ééct of a previously existing cause.  of our system is wilful or capricious, dealing out
By Natures slow process, which led you from joys and sorrows just by accident or fanogtting
infancy to manhood, your personal life has beenne of His children and chastising anothéathout
composed of distinct days, separated from each othany regard for moral worth or character
by nights of sleep. Each day conditions the next. In such a Being confidence would be impessi
In the Divine plan of evolution, you are educat ble, and we who are privileged to study the evoly
ed from the lowest stage of human littleness to thigonary Law feel that the great principle of Cause
highest plane of God-like wisdom; and yondi- and Efect is being demonstratefistrology is no
viduality is composed of distinct lives, separatedespecter of persons. It regards each person pfe
from each other by periods of withdrawal. cisely as any othenotes the very smallest
In each life you act, and learn, and act in its complete account book, ang
form your own characteAs is that when the time arrives for settle
character so must be the lives ment, either today or tomorrow
that follow and express it & here and now or in the next life,
“Rebirth is the law of humang S pays each deed with exact i =@
development,” says  the Sl : U scrupulous fidelity as ever g
occultist, and Astrology SSSEHE ’ ' B Dbirth figure proves.
demonstrates it.You come §@ To realize this law and pa 3
again and again into the worldg ly discern its workings acquiss
Providence, calms all rese st
ment or discontent, and vindi

9153 ©I9)0I|

gle upwards to perfection. In faclige
your present horoscope expresseSgs # cates justice. Should not we stu
the extent to which you had advanced® dents feel all our endeavors to lead &
when you were born into this life  wmanuscript iiumination, pe sphaera, 15th century ~~ NObDIer life  stimulated by this
You are exactly what you havi Planetary Seal of Saturn  knowledge?

made yourself, your condition icHere shown as ruler of bothquarius A proverb  from  the

that for which you are fit. Let this(\/\aterbeaer) and Capricorn (Goat) Hitopadeshaas translated by Sir
truth be realizedYour present map of life is but EdwinArnold, runs thus

the sum and substance of your past, the chart
expresses exactly what you are—for your charac

ter isYou.

Once the invariability of the law is considered,
that the law igusticeitself, and that we can alter
ourselves by will and so change the action of the We are all masters of our tomorrows, however
law, we have taken a step towards a contentaduch we are hampered today by the results of opr
mind and a better future. For as the Sun ofesterdays. “Masters of our tomorrowsTHink of
Knowledge illuminates the Lunar personalitye it! The mould of the future is practically in our
clouds of doubt and darkness roll away and a netvands todayThe quality of our next horoscope
life begins, all sense of injustice having fled. Fordoes not arise from chance or from a superior will,
how can a student of “The Law” governing humarbut is simply the déct of the new causes we are
evolution entertain for a moment the idea of injusgenerating in the present.
tice? How could the Great Logos of our solar-sys The responsibility and power are ours alone. It is
tem, governing and sustaining His universe byust as certain that our next birth figure will be
love, be otherwise than just? or His law otherwis@pon the lines we trace in this life, as that this lif¢
than perfect like Himself? runs upon the lines traced in the past. Re-birth is |n

See, the clay dries intoain, but the potter
moulds the clay

Destiny today is mastelan was master
yesteday.
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fact an expression of characteand character that is, he must respect their rights, consult thejr
expresses what we are and do. feelings, and extend their pleasures, generougly
He, then, who desires a better horoscope musacrificing self that others may benefit.
better his present natal figure, seek to overcome Christ said: “ He who loses his life shall find it.”
this stellar ruling of an evil nature—NOW! Astrology proves this, teaching that as we moulfl
He must note the faults which mar the liféte  our character in the grace and beauty of true-man
passions, appetites, sloth, discontent, thoughtlediness and womanliness, so do we form our future
ness, covetousness, hatred, want of chaeity., horoscope; for that new birth figure is to fit the
and seek to overcome these habits of the pgst; oature formed in this.
in other words, seek to help on evolution by co- The earnest student Aétrology, then, who sees
operating with the law; seek at-one-ment, try tdiis present as the product or result of his past sqlf,
realize what kind of a natal figure he has broughivho foresees that his future will be the product @
over, and set his will to make the best of it andchis present, who believes in the Law of perfect jus
improve it. Instead of sayingyhy should I suer? tice ruling the world, who desires to have a bettgr
let him say ratheWhat have | done unwisely in re-birth with less of pain and more of gladness thgn
the past, that | find myself in such a condition irthis last “Natal Figure” has given him, will seek in
the presentAbove all other faults of the lower generous service to his fellow man, and in ap
nature, and yet embracing all, is selfishness—thearnest endeavor to purify self and the lower
love of personal desire, as against the rights; prinature, to earn a better natal figure in the future. He
ileges and happiness of brother men and womentrusts “a law that cannot break, a force that cannpt
He who desires a happier and better future musail.” O
begin by making happier the lives of others now; —Bessie Leo
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ASTROLOGY

The Ruler of the
Ascendant

HE RULING PLANET of

the Ascendant, together wit

its house and sign position, i

another factor which must bg

considered simultaneousl
with any analysis of an individua’
ascending sign. In fact, one might say t
there are, for example, twelve basic typ
of Aries rising (depending on the sign po
tion of Mars), twelve types offaurus rising more motivated to express yourself, and morg
(depending on the sign position \é¢nus), and so inwardly secure and authentithe aspects involv
on. Both the sign and house position of the rulingng the ruler of theAscendant are also especially
planet are extremely important factors in any chartmportant, on a par with aspects involving the Su
although the house position is much more imporor Moon or theAscendant itself. Such aspects arg¢
tant than sign position if the ruler being considerego significant because they indicate specifi
is Uranus, Neptune, or Puto. dynamics decting the overall flow or inhibition of

The position of the ruling planet signifies theyour self-expressionThe connection of the

primary enegy and area of life experience thatAscendans ruler with the flow of physical ergy
motivates you to act in the world. In addition, theand with ones state of health can hardly be over
element of the ruling planstsign position is often estimated, and its importance in this regard mgy
indicative of the level of experience that gets youeasily be seen by watching the transits to the ruling
physical enagy flowing.And, since théscendant planet. So often, such transits will correlate with
itself represents the generalized experience oharked changes in orsehealth, vitalityor appear
being yourself and realizing your individual natureance. For example, a 34 year old man Wiillgo
most spontaneouslthe house position of the ful rising experienced a total nervous collapse gs
ing planet can be said to represent the the specifiranus squared his natal Mercu@ranted that
field of life activity wherein you can experience transiting Uranus being in square to anysmeital
your essential nature most immediatédnce you Mercury could correlate with a period of nervous
have tuned in on the field of experience and thetress, such a transit would nevertheless not be [so
type of enagy represented by the ruling planet andlominating a force for those who do not have
its house and sign, you begin to feel more aliveylercury as the ruler of thescendant.

Thistext is contained in Astrology, Karma and Transformation One might ask why the ruler of thecendant is

by Stephen Arroyo, and is reprinted with permisson from SO important, more important in_ mO_St people’
CRCS Publications, P.O. 1460, Sebastopol, CA 95472 lives than the ruler of the Sun sign in terms of

woo ageds ‘auoselnon] aor Asaunod abewl ‘ysnig syepn
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profound immediate experiences and completkis arrival. Since birth into the material world is of

changes in ong’attitude toward lifeTo answer course a rather Saturnian event, | cannot say

this question, it seems to me it is necessary wwhether or not the same experience would ha
return to a very ancient concept: naméhe idea occurred if the child had, for example, been rule
of the ruling planet being the “Lord” which pre by Venus or JupiterBut | feel this instance is

sides over not only orebirth but also over ore’ worth mentioning in order to encourage people t
entire life. In various ancient concepts of astrelogpay attention to the vibrations that may be felt dut

ical forces, the ruling planet of thescendant was ing the birth of other souls into the physical plang.
considered to be the deity or cosmic power It should be apparent by now that no considera

appointed by the Supreme Lord to preside over aion of theAscendant is complete without simulta
individual's entire incarnation. In more modernneously including the entire complex of factors
terms, one might say that the nature of the ruling/hich are closely related to tAscendant. In other

planet lends an overall tone to the persaitire words, the qualities of the rising sign and its ruling

life, both his experiences and his approach to4inteplanet (including its sign and house), as well a
acting with the outer world’he specific sign posi any 1st house planet, all showges, needs, and
tion of this ruling planet is therefore of greatorientations which form one of the most crucia
importance as a symbol of the quality of expericombinations of engy in your life.All these fae

ence, engy flow, and general orientation to life tors together constitute a key fulcrum upon whic
that will dominate the individua’ way of being the entire personality structure is balanced, ar
for this incarnationAlthough | cannot claim to they reveal a theme which colors how the whole ¢
have enough direct experience to enable me tmes self is projected. If one is not able to expres
confirm the ancient concept mentioned above ithese engies with ease, a generalized tensio
any specific wayl have had one experience whichdevelops and, in many cases, a feeling of beir

powerfully impressed me and which might be sigbored, lifeless, and lacking direction and purposg.

nificant in this regard. To give an example of how so many factors migh
| was present at a home birth a few years agbe combined in interpretation, let us take the cas

and | had given specific instructions to anotheof the above-mentioned child whose “Ascendar

person there to keep a record of the exact time abmplex” contains the following factors:

birth. Therefore, | know that the child who was

born then has an extremely accurate birthchart. 1) CapricormrAscendant

When it appeared that the delivery was imminent, 2) Ruling planet Saturn in Gemini and in the

I mentally calculated an approximatescendant 5th house, conjundatenus and Mercury

and assumed that the child would h&wguarius 3) Jupiter inAquarius in the 1st house

rising. As the child was born, the room became

filled with a powerful and almost tangible pres We might describe this combination as-fol

ence.The intensity of pressure felt in that room atiows:

that moment could only be described as a A need to approach life with caution (Capricorn

Saturnian engy and vibration, and | remarked to rising) and with in-depth creativity (Saturn in 5th),

one of the others present that the atmosphere whsth mentally and emotionally (Mercury and

chaged with this powerful force. Later that night, Venus conjunct Saturn); a need to think deeply ar

after things had calmed down and the new baby communicate his thoughts in a serious wa

had fallen asleep, | calculated his chart preciselGaturn in Gemini, conjunct Mercury); and a nee

and found, to my surprise, that he had 28° ofo see tangible results from higyanized, self-dis

Capricorn rising. His ruling planet was thereforeciplined eforts (Capricorn rising and Saturn in

Saturn, and | could not have imagined a mor&th), all infused with an independent faith and a

Saturnian birth experience nor a more Saturniaexpansive, optimistic generosity toward other

vibration in the air than that which accompaniedJupiter inAquarius). (Continued) U
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ASTROLOGY

Astrology—Its Teaching and Ethics

STROLOGY TELLS US that logical means.
“character is destiny but this is Astrology teaches that man is an immortal Spir
often repeated in a parrot-like fash placed in an Earth life as a school of training; that
ion without realizing just what it he has duties to perform, and in performing the
meansWhat does astrology teach?is prepared for more advanced work. It teaches that
What are the principles which stand out clearly? all life is governed by immutable laws, which if
Whatever the conditions in our lives, whether otransgressed work for us misery and loss. It teachies
a good or a bad nature, they are nothing more t¢inat man has a personal responsibilihe power
less than an outer reflection of the conditions exisof choice, and that thefetts of that choice will
ing within us.Astrology is a religion and more; it operate upon himself. In other words, it teaches dis
is the highest and most elevated of religious prac¢hat our sins punish us. If man fails in his duty-dur
tices that any man can follown place of an ing this one earthly span, he will return again in
anthropomorphic Being it reveals a true God—noearthly form to undo his wrong and learn from hig
one who is afar &f seated on a throne of judg mistakes, growing more godlike, rising higher an
ment, but a loving Father who is known to us byever more fully realizing the divinity within.
His acts and works throughout all life. Astrology teaches that life instructs us in
Astrology rejects as false any notion of thisprogressive developmemll is regulated by
divine Being vindictively punishing a transgressoiimmutable laws of eternal justice, by which every
or requiring a vicarious sacrifice for sin. It knowsman of his own volition pays for every wrong
nothing of the potency of blind faith or credulity done, and every man is his own savits justice
does not teach that by faith we can erase the tradssmanifest in that if we do wrong, then by our
of transgression, that we can engage in an Eartielves must that wrong be righted. Punishment |is
life of vice and sloth and sin, and that all this camot administered by an angry God, but is the resylt
be erased and wiped away and the Spirit stamaf transgressing Natuse’laws. This is the basic
purified by a blind acceptance of a belief or of aeaching of astrology which it demonstrates math
creed. ematically and anyone who studies this scienc
Astrology teaches that our weaknesses, botinom a religious point of view can hardly escapg
latent and manifested, must be overcome out afeeing the truth of it.
our own volition, and that if not done voluntayily  No sincere, conscientious student of this scienge
the laws of Nature, working inexorablyill see to can long engage in its practice without hearing the
it that we are forced to do it. It teaches that there ixall to take up the tremendous work of conscier
no escape from the result of wrongdoing, and thdtous self-unfoldment, of building daily into his
man achieves his own salvation. It demandsharacter the principles and ethics of the science|to
knowledge in place of faith. It demands that wewvhich he is devotedlo be a student and practi
know instead of merely believe. It asks only inrvestioner of this sacred science and at the same tim¢ a
tigation that its truths may be proved, and forceslave to the passions and vices of the undeveloped
none to accept aught of its teaching other than byan would surely be dishonest, disloyal, angd
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untruthful! 1) Physical purity for a pure body alone can
There does not exist a more holgore digni  reflect pure thoughts.
fied, more elevated and godlike teaching than that 2) Purified emotions and dispassionate feelings.
presented to man by astrologyue, its sublime 3) Love of truth, patience, perseverance, chasil
truths have been dragged from out their sacrey, and a meditative attitude.
tabernacle and presented to the world transmogri 4) Saturn brings every individual to true humili
fied by mans selfishness and materialistic mind.ty and to the stage where all that is material i
This pearl has been cast before some who see irénounced, so that the latent powers of the real S
naught but a reflection of their own super may cross the bridge made by Saturn fron
stitious minds; but to those with pure _ s s the Spirit to the personalitfyhus the
hearts and high intentions it will gu § Ego is liberated from the concrete
always be a sacred preserve, ag# side of matterlt is no longer in
esoteric revelation. S bondage to the flesh and at
To the student just begin & the mercy of circumstances.
ning his researches in this§ Having conquered matter
branch of occultism, there & in its more or less solid
comes a voice that asks form, the human spirit
“Are you prepared to fel can leave its body at will
low Truth wherever it and function upon the
may lead you?” Many no higher planes and work
doubt fail to realize fully consciously with the Ray
the responsibility in under @ to which it belongs.
taking any occult study However this attainment
Suppose it should lead us tO\N is possible only by obedience
the door of Initiation, where to the higher laws. Man
we are faced with the task of i proves his superiority to law
transmuting all of the lower \eqpnaian atar, c. 137080, Rheinisches sidarchiv, coiogne Y NS conformity to the law
man into the higher true The twelve apostles and the Virgin Mary gather  The law and the individual
man Would we turn away ina zodiacal circle and receive the Word of the  must be one. Such compliance
saying, “This is as far as | caiS2lar Logos through the Holy Spirit, the Spirit \yith the |aw is therefore spen
" of Truth, in a pentecostal outpouring of wisdom. .
go,” or would we be preparedrhe virgin does not speak the Word of Truth; taneousAll other compliance
would we have the honesty tishe, Sophia, both conceives and embodies it. or obedience is compulsion
push that door open, would and not natural. Man attains
we be willing thatTruth lead us on to further freedom only by serving, by obedience, thus show
stages, higher duties, greater responsibilities,-hoving his oneness with that which he serves or obeys.
ever arduous the path? Let us see what astrologyDo we realize the tremendous responsibility that
teaches regarding this. goes with occult knowledge®new race is slowly
Saturn represents the Guardian oftheeshold. emepging among usThousands are awakening to g
He stands watch over the bridge which leads froreense of their spiritual natures and their divin
the lower to the higher consciousness. He stang®tentialities.Teachers must available to instruct
guard that the unclean may not thrust themselvesese young people. It is here that our responrsib
into the presence of the pure and hdlgne may ity lies: to lead such ones to that which they seek;
pass Saturn who have not acquired the virtues his pour into their yearning hearts some measure pf
vibrations tend to produc@ll seeking the higher the truth that has been our privilege to receive; 1o
consciousness must be subjected to this processpafint out to them the path that will bring them intg
testing and the chastisements, trials, and vicissa knowledge of the God within them; to nurturg
tudes by which his virtues are mobilized andheir divine spark with the knowledge and wisdon
strengthenedl'hey are briefly as follows: that lead to freedom and unity with the cosmi¢
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Sources from which these Egos have emanate
What better way can we do this than through Secret Thoughts
knowledge of astrology?

What glorious opportunities this sciencdeo$
to those willing and ready to aid their fellow men
What a holy mission confronts the occult student ¢
the present dayVhat are we going to do about it?
Are we going to study selfishly with the object of That which we call our secret thought
gaining knowledge in advance of others to be use Speeds to the earth’s remotest spot,
for personal satisfaction, greed, or vanily are | And leaves its blessing or its woes
we going to be alive to the duty facing us, the¢ Like tracks behind it as it goes.
responsibility incurred? If the lattewe must over
come vanityintellectual pride, and similar human
weaknesses, and ergarour minds with love.

Work lies ahead of usie must be willing to,
drink the cup of anoth&s sorrowto give him in its
place our cup of healing oil, sympattand com These thoughts have life and they will fly
passion. If we face with courage the work to b And leave their impress by and by,
done and willingly give ourselves, bodgind, and | Like some marsh breeze whose poisoned breath
soul to this high calling, we shall earn our rewar( Breathes into homes its fevered breath.
in moreprogress, higher duties, and greater respo
sibilities.

In the events of the life of Christ Jesus we finc
the basic teachings of esoteric astroldgys the
path which all who endeavor to rule their star:
must follow It is the only path by which man frees Then let your secret thoughts be fair;
himself from mundane influences and become They have a vital part, and share
amenable to the higher spiritual vibrations of thi In shaping worlds and molding fate—
planets. It is the Path of thWill, for it is the will God’s system is so intricate.
of man which is the determining fact@od ofers
and we accept or reject at our wAlll the evil in
the world is the result of the negation of God, itseh
largely the result of an increasing materialism. It isAdministrators, have a duty to see that this scien¢e
the duty of all awakened Egos to help improve thisetains its purity It is a spiritual science; let us
condition in the world by uprooting the evil with keep it so.
in ourselves, by directing our personal lives into Astrology reveals man to himself only as hg
channels of right conduct. looks into it with the vision of the non-selfhe

We must eradicate selfishness in all its manynan who can see himself with all his weaknessgs
forms. There must be no obtruding of self in ourand vices is a courageous man, but this is what we
study of astrologyThe intellect must be subordi must do if we are to progress on the spiral path o
nated to self-abnegation, sincerignd singleness GodhoodWe must weave a garment of purity ang
of charitable purpose. Christ Jesus is our exemplgerfection out of impurity and imperfectiomhis
of devotion toTruth. is the work of those conscious of their purpose in

Astrology teaches that the purpose of mdifié  life, those who have awakened from the drug ¢
is to manifest God in all things—to give birth tomaterialism. It can be made a glorious work, with
and live from the inner Christhose who know of the help of astrology—a glad and joyous work
the truths contained in astrolqgys beauties, the May we all learn to use it to this shining end[]
justice of God as revealed through His Planetary —L.W.F

[ hold it true that thoughts are things
Endowed with bodies, breath and wings,
And that we send them forth to fill

The world with good results—or ill.

It is God’s law. Remember it

In your still chamber as you sit

With thoughts you would not dare have known,
And yet make comrades when alone.

And after you have quite forgot

Or all outgrown some vanished thought,
Back to your mind to make its home,

A dove or raven, it will come.

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox
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NEWS PERSPECTIVES

More Than Meets the Eye

HAT GOES UP must come mass downward in a root-tending direction.
down. So say the Newtoniais. Einstein could not mathematically explain the
falling apple can be creditedth  universe and the fefcts of gravity in space without
giving rise to Isaac Newtog’ postulating an anti-gravity force, which he calleg
discovery of the the concept of the “cosmological constant®/hen astronomers in

gravity. The Earth, like all mothers, draws the ehil the 1920s discovered that the universe is expand

dren of her substance to h&ut the converse of ing, Einstein did not have to invoke his stopga
the truism is truetVhat comes down must go up, “constant,” which he called “my greatest bluntler
as in, “He that descended is the same also thHbwever it turns out that his “repulsive idea” may
ascended up far above all heavens” (Eph. 4198. have been righfTwo independent teams, process
Cosmos, like all fathers, calls its own. Descendinghg the data transmitted from the Hubble {ele
Is ontologically prior to ascending§Vhat comes scopes$ sighting of a supernoval-billion light
down and goes up is, in Olestament language, years from the Earthl{me April 16, 2001), con
“the apple” of Gods eye—spirit of His Spirit. cluded that the universe is expanding at an-eve
“Up” denotes theWorld of God, or to be more increasing rate and that gravity is less and les
exact, ultimate “up” pertains to the “level” of effective in ofsetting this expansioWhat causes

Supreme Being. “Down” designates the directiont? Scientists call this anti-gravity force “dark ener
taken by each involving spark of God, e&6igin  gy” and describe it as a property of “empty” space
Spirit, which envelops itself with coats of skin inor what the Greeks callathaos, “the seed-ground

order to function in “lower dimensions” of of the cosmos.”To the Rosicrucian, “space is
Creation. Gravity will aect humans only as long Spirit in its attenuated form; while matter is crys

as they occupy the dense region of the physic#llized space or Spirit.” In fact, there is a clos¢

world. It is a kind of densification of the desireconnection between the “dark eggr of space
world’s force of attraction—the drawing togetherand the etheric worldWVhile observed facts will
of like with like. lead scientists to &fm the existence of the ether

What comes down is lifaWhat stays down is ic world, by whatever name, they could turn theif
mineral matterGravity is the weakest of four cos inquiries closer to home for manifold instances of

mic forces.While it increases with an increase ingravity defiance—in scudding, moisture-lader
mass, the electromagnetic force between two eleclouds; in any plan$’ sky-reaching growth and the
trons is 162 times stronger than their gravitational quiet miracle of sap rising in its vascular tissue; i
attraction. Howevemuclear forces do not extend a humars uge to assume an upright posture.

beyond the atom itself. In principle, the smaller the Gravity is our tutor in this earthly school of hard
particle, the stronger the force. Can there be-partknocks. It teaches us groundedness, stabdityl
cles so small they have no mass, but are incredibpatience. But life requires the invisible (dark) force
powerful? Thought ¢ril) certainly qualifies. If of the etheric. Consciousness of the etheric is advar
gravity is a function of mass, what would anti-grav ing. Levity is a real force in the physical world. It
ity be?A force that opposes or nullifies the pull ofreminds us that the grave has no victory [
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BOOK REVIEWS

Other Dimensions, Other Beings, Other Lives—
A Review of Three Books

HILE THERE HAVE BEEN a replica, a caricature, of the Incarnatioh the
many princesin this terrestrial Word.” That is, a discarnate entity obtains control of
world, three times Christ Jesusthe lower vehicles of the possessed and uses thém
speaks of the prince of this forits purposes. For those who deny the existence [of
world” (John 12:31, 14:30, 16t1.  God (sayfor lack of proof), denial of spirit posses
If Christ Jesus, the King of kings, is the Spirit ofsion is more dffcult because the evidence is empir
love and truth, the prince of this world is the spiritical—it confronts, indeed, can assault the senses aEd
of malice and falsehood, who has been called botttartle the mind, and thus becomes a striking revel
the Devil and Satan. In Revelation the “great dragtion of and witness to the supernatural world.
on” cast out of heaven with his angels is also called Christ gave some of his disciples the power tp
“that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, whicleast out devils, and they did so, although not alwayg.
deceiveth the whole world” (12:9lthoughSatan  Now one rarely hears of exorcism, for severat reg
and the Devil actually designate two dédrent sons, including the fact that psychiatry has taken
beings, both are tempters, both are deceifeday over the province of all “abnormal” behavidie
in our enlightened era, many people deny the-exisuthor indicates how mental illness can be distir
tence of Satan and the Deuvil. If they do, they usuabuished from spirit possession.
ly also deny the existence of God. In our materalis The sixteenth century saw a tidal swell of interes
tic age, one is as likely to ask naho but what in demonology initiated by the publication of the
tempted Christ in the wilderness, eliminating thammensely popular book written by two Dominicang
metaphysical dimension of the biblical narrative andnh 1486, The Hammer of Witches, which served as
viewing it as the dramatization of a mental conflict"the handbook for the witch-hunt that followed.”
Four decades ago Léon Cristiani felt the need tdoday witches are in vogue. Satanic rites are-dab
write Evidence of Satan in the Modern World (Tan  bled in by thousands. Martin Luther would have
Books, Rockford, II) to counter this result of been appalled. So, perhaps, will be the dabbleys.
“enlightened” humanism. It includes biblical refer They know not what they do.
ences to the Devil and Satan and fully documented Cristiani states that “the anti-Catholic polemics of
accounts of possession in more recent times. emegent Protestantism were dominated by
Max Heindel wrote little about Satan and thesatanism.” In fact, “There seems hardly any douk
Devil. He preferred to emphasize the positive seithat the major responsibility for the veritable explo
vice-oriented life that faes the whole armor of sion of demonological literature which occurred
God and keeps these entities at.bdythe same after 1530 can be assigned to Luther anf
time, Heindel did not cease from talking about cerProtestantism.” Luther said he had seen Satan in the
tain practices which predispose toward possessioshape of a pig and a black bokle had conversed
In The Web of Destiny he writes, “in northern with the devil. The devil figures in almost all of
Europe and in North and Sou#tmerica, we find Luthers sermonsToday it would seem, the devil
that demoniac possession is far from infrequent.has been domesticatétkside from fulminating fun
“Possession,” writes Cristiani, “is, in a t&n sense, damentalists, few accord objective reality to deuvil
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or Satan. So much the worse for them. Quotingonstitutes a kind of” collective possession,” whick
Baudelaire, “The Devi§ deepest wile is to persuadewas displayed in this past centwyisms"—com

us that he does not exisThen he and his cohorts munism, fascism, and Nazism, and more generall
can go about their business undetected, unsuspegtaterialism (whose engine is capitalism), wher
ed. Now litanies of childhood abuse and alibis ohaving is more important thabeing.

victimhood plea bayain for popular sympathies and Gaining the whole world is the only human

exculpate many forms of criminal behavidfore- recourse if one has no soul to lose. Such is the-satan

over, the insinuating, inciting influences of demon ic pledge of allegianceAnd Howard Storm took
ic entities fly undetected by our materialistic radar that pledgeAs he writes inMy Descent into Death
Malevolent spirits can only act on us to the extent{Clairview Books, London): “I didr’ believe in
as is said in the Book of Job, that they obtain th&od, or Heaven, or Hell, or any other fairy tales.
permission of God, which usually means egoic peHe knew betterStorm was an atheist. So he close
mission.What we think and do lgely determines his eyes in a French hospital, with a hole in hi
our spiritual environment. But there are exceptionsstomach, in unbearable pain, no doctor on,darng
Spiritual athletes such as ®&mthony, St Hilarion, consigned himself to deathbblivion.
and the more recent Curé D’Ars, were subject to But death didrt’ end it all. It took a while for

demonic infestation for most of their adult lives.  Storm to get his bearings. He was still in the hospj

There are degrees of evil influence, from temptatal, but separated from his bodyy which his wife
tion to infestation, to obsession, and fingplpsses sat despondenfhen he heard voices calling him:
sion. Possession can come about directly as a resthHtoward! Let's go.We've been waiting for you for
of ones own actions or by a second party casting a long time."Who was waiting for him? Not angels.
spell, malefice, or sortilege. Not his deceased relatives, though they sounded li

Cristiani’s accounts of possession are riveting anffiends, at first. Howard was pulled out of his life,
instructive.The possessing spirit does not want tainshriven, gras Hamlet wants to dispatch his frat
be known or identified. Devils will only answer to ricidal uncle, “grossly full of bread;/Wth all his
persons who are morally sanctified, such as priestsimes broad blown, as flush as Ma@f course, if
or holy personsThe use of holy watethe rosary there is no God and no Hell, confession and absplu
the crucifix, and consecrated salt all cause evil spiand “getting right” with our God are meaningless.
its psychic pain. Invoking the name and authority of What follows in Stornms narrative will make you
Christ commands response and submission. Moshiver He was led out from the hospital and....dowt
potent of all is using the name of tk@gin Mary.  to a pandemonium of voices, insults, flailing bodies
Her humility humiliates the Devil more than divine cacophonous laughteand torment. Howard was in
power Actual exorcisms confirm this feictiveness. Hell. In the bedlam, a voice in him, but not his, sai

The author concludes his study with a soberingPray to God.” “Pray how? Pray what? | hadn’
analysis of contemporary societye cites Chriss  prayed at any time in my entire adult life. | ditn’
words to the Pharisees: éYare of your fathethe know how to prayl wouldnt know what the right
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He waswvords were even if | could pralycant pray” After
a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the while “churchly sounding phrases” came to hi
truth, because there is no truth in hidthen he mind.With great efort he stuttered a ragged prayer
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is enraging his furious tormentors: “It was as if | was
liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44). Strong words!throwing boiling oil on themThey screamed at me,
Falsehood and murder: Cristiani suggests that Satarhere is no GodWho do you think you are talking
manifests in our times through its great lies and “th&o? Nobody can hear you! Now we are really goin
progress made in the art of killing meile deep to hurt you.”
er an age is impregnated with falsehood and the Storm was in a “darkness for time without mea
more the life of man is held in contempt, the moresure,” from which soul state he gradually egeet
Satan is presenfThe foremost falsehood is the to work through his entire life, acknowledging his
negation of God, and, ironicallthe negation of the bottled up angerthe fear and dread he sought tg
devil. Cristiani believes that “theoretical atheism”suppress all his life, his using of people, his “failing

<

j

U7

\°ZJ

Sl

52

RAY S 02



truly to love.” In a state of despair he uttexgi@de the childs alleged previous life that were concrete]
coeur, “Jesus, save me.” His cry is heard. Storm ispecific, and verifiable. Shroder contacted Dr
eventually enveloped in light. He experiences inexStevenson and obtained permission to accompa
pressible love. He is raised up. He knows mdfgy him during one of his field trips to Lebanon. Latef
is told that God will erase his mistakes from “thethe two men went to India, and finally they investi
Collective Memory” of his life if he is genuinely gated cases in the U.S.

repentant and seeks to reform his life. Eventublly =~ Stevenson is a modern scientist. He gathers-dod
returns to the world “reborn.” He intuits and sharesnented facts and then seeks general principl
answers to lifes riddles. He intimates the law of which can explain themWhen asked by Shroder
rebirth (“It takes more than a lifetime of experiencewvhether his research had “proven” reincarnation
to learn how to live lovingly). He learns that Stevenson said, “I donthink there is any proof in
“Knowing and doing God will is the curriculum in  science outside of mathematics. Howewelr the
this life.” The author cites the story of the prodigalcases we know now—at least for some—reincarn
son and writes, “Wth millions of others, | claim this tion is the best explanation we have been able
story as my own.” come up withThere is an impressive body of evi

The prodigal son leaves his heavenly Father margence, and | think it is getting stronger all the timg.

times to seek experience in the physical woFlds | think a rational person, if he wants, can believe i
knowledge is yet resisted by most people. Orthodoseincarnation on the basis of the evidence.”
Christianity does not teach rebirth, although the idea Old Souls, subtitled The Scientific Evidence for

is becoming more commonplaceéWestern culture. Past Lives (Simon and SchusteNew York), is the
Tom Shroder a Pulitzerawarded writer forThe result of Shrodés study of Stevensawork. It is
Washington Post, himself a skeptic on this subject, largely devoted to case studies of childsedlaims
was nevertheless intrigued when he learned aboat being another person, similar to the story of Mt
the work of Dr BrianWeiss, chief of psychiatry for Roberts’ daughter cited by Max Heindel ifihe
Mount Sinai Hospital in Nework City, who used Rosicrucian-Cosmo Conception under the title, “A
hypnosis to access a patisntepressed childhood. Remarkable Storypp 172-1740Ild Souls presents
The woman went furtheregressing to alleged for a number of remarkable stories. In many instance

mer lives, which\eiss wrote about iMany Lives,  the child rejects its given name and protests that :Its

Many Masters. The book became a Nefge clas  present parents are not its real parents, which lat
sic. But Shroder thought it was sensational andsually live close to the child. Each case is a dran
Weisss method unscientific. He also questioned th¢éhat unfolds in real timél'he reader follows the two
validity of hypnosis as a truth-disclosing techniqguemen as they investigate leads and question their sy
His concern was not that hypnosis violates the suljects. Typically, the first child died a violent death
ject’s will, which it does, but that it creatpseudo- and was thus unable to complete its $ifassignment.
memories, is highly prone to suggestion, Hrat the Old Souls contains sound objective reporting ang
memories are not capable of verification. clear writing. If Shroder remains not entirely eon
Then Shroder learned of Dan Stevenson, a pro vinced, in spite of the compelling evidence, he-cor
fessor of psychiatry at the University ¥irginia fesses that he has no other explanation for what
Medical School, who had been investigating reporteas observedds Dr. Stevenson remarks, “These’
of past-life memories of small children, which oftenan old aphorism: science changes one funeral af
included intimate details from lives that the childrertime....You dont persuade people with your evi
had no apparent way of knowing. In fact, a 197%lence.They have to pretty much diefdbr new
article in the prestigiougournal of the American ideas to come to the foreWhen Shroder dies and
Medical Association stated that Stevenson hadcomes back next time, he will be a belieVédiis time
investigated more than two thousand such cases ahe has done the leg woik/hat now requires of him
in many of them “the evidence isfiliult to explain  an inadmissible leap of faith, will next time be ar
on any other grounds [than reincarnation].” Shrodeintuitive certaintyThen he may even be able to prove
was impressed by Stevens®n'evenhandedness the reality of rebirth with first-hand experiencél
and thoughtfulness.” He sought statements about —C.W.
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NUTRITION AND HEALING

Fasting as a Factor in Soul Growth

OT INFREQUENTLY questions the vehicle of sense perception; the Reflectin
concerning the benefit or detriment Ether which is the storehouse of memoHe was
of fasting comes before the writer thoroughly instructed in the functions of the twa
[Max Heindel]*, and it may there lower ethers as compared with the two highée
fore be well to elucidate the origin knew that all the purely animal functions of thg
and rationale of this practice that we may determineody depended upon the density of the lowe
what efect, if any it has upon soul growth. ethers, and the two upper ethers composed the s
Under the ancient dispensations it was requiredody, which is the vehicle of service, and he
that sacrifices of bulls and goats should be made aspired, naturallyto cultivate this glorious garment
atonement for sin, for man then treasured his matdy self-abnegation and by curbing the propensitie
rial possessions even higher than todayd felt of the lower natures, just as we do tadéese
keenly their loss when forced to give them up fofacts were kept secret from the masses, as said,

-

Dul

S

or

such a purpose. Even in modern days indulgencéather they should have been. But some neophytes

Fasting for soul growth is a pseudo-method which has
exactly the opposite effect of that which it was designed
to accomplish by its short-sighted originators.

are bought and fgiveness of sins promised anyonewho were ovezealous to attain, no matter how
donating a sum of money to the Catholic Church foforgot that it is only by service and unselfishnes
purchasing candles and similar paraphernalithat the golden wedding garment composed of tf
required in the service. But there has always bedwo higher ethers is growihey thought that the
an esoteric teachingwhich is being promulgated occult maxim,
exoterically todayand this teaching does not accept
the sacrifice of an animal, money other posses
sions, butdemands that each one makes a sacrifice
of himself

This was taught to the aspirants in the ancient
Mystery School when they were prepared for théneant only that so long as the lower nature, th
mystic rite of initiation.To them were explained the dross, was expelled, it did not matter héwd if
mysteries of the vital bogyow it is composed of they could find an easy method, they would hav
four ethersThe Chemical Ethewhich is necessary left only the gold composed of two higher ethers
to assimilation; the Life Etherwhich furthers the soul-bodyin which they could then enter the
growth and propagation; the Light Etherich is visible world without let or hindrancé&hey rea

Gold in the crucible,
Wrought in the fie;
Light as the winds,
Higher and higher

*Reprinted fom the Decemberl915 Rays when Max Son_ed_ that as the chemical ether is the agent
Heindel was the editoHis comments pcede Drleechs. assimilation, it could be eliminated from the vital
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body by starving the physical vehicléhey also body and environment it needs, that they may havye
thought that as the life ether is the avenue of progll their time for self-development.
agation, they could starve it out by living celibate They may by fasting attenuate the chemical ethe
lives. By following that method, so they reasonedand by their fanatical selfish celibate lives they may
they would retain only the two higher ethers, andilso eliminate the life ether to a great extent, but
therefore they practiced all the austerities theyhese measures will never build the golden weddirg
could think of, fasting among others. By thisgarment which is the ‘open sesan®’the mystic
process the dense body lost its health and becammarriage feast, for want of which some who havg
emaciatedThe passional nature, which sought gratsucceeded in surreptitiously entering—by just such
ification by the exercise of propagative function,illegitimate methods as fasting, castigation ang
was stilled by castigations. It is true that in this-horcelibacy—will be thrown out into outer darkness.
rible manner the lower nature seemed to be subject While, as we have shown, fasting for soul growth
ed, and it is also true that when the bodily functiongs utterly wrong and reprehensible, it may seme
were thus brought to a very law ebb visions, otimes be necessary to fast for the sake of health, Qut
rather hallucinations, were often the reward of thesié should be understood, that under normal condj
misguided people. Others who heard of their-sugions, there ought to be no necessity for such-meg
posed sanctity were eager to imitate thé@hus sures. If we live right, eat the proper food, get the
their example has diverted thousands of seekingecessary amount of sleep and adequate exercise,
souls from the trugVay. we do not need to fast any more than we need fo
But the result obtained by these misguided-pedake medicine. Dri_eech shows some of the bene
ple and their followers is far from being what wasfits of fasting for health in the following article.[]
intended by the training in the Mystery schddie
candidate was there taught, first and foremost, that ~ RANDOM SHOTS ON FASTING.
the body is the temple of God, and that to defile, The observation and study of forty-odd thousan
destroy or mutilate it in any manner is a great sinpatients during a quarter of a century of continuoys
Indulgence of the appetite is a sin, a defiling pracpractice has impressed me profoundly of the impor
tice which brings with it certain retribution, but it is tance of some of the neglected small thiMyeen
no more to be reprehended than the practice of fagb eat and when not to eat seems an insignificant
ing for soul growth. Right living is neither feasting thing, but it concerns our very physical existenc
nor fasting, but giving the body those elementand often has much to do with our moral welfarg.
which are necessary to maintain it in the propeYet in all the medical literature | am unable to fing
form of health, strength, andfiefency as an instru  a practical book on the subject of fastiipgere is a
ment of the spirit. Therefore, fasting for soul shameful dearth of medical writings along this line}
growth is a pseudo-method which has exactly the No acute infectious disease can be cured withot
opposite dkct of that which it was designed to fasting or having assimilation cut short at som
accomplish by its short-sighted originators. “I ampoint. The most important desideratum in the
the dooy” said the Christ, “if any man enter not by treatment of enteric typhoid fever is a two or thre
the doory the same is a thief and a rohber weeks fasting. If the attendant fails to do this,
Similarly with the practice of celibacy for the nature interferes by producing anorexia, laxyd
sake of soul growth, the maxim enunciated at thdelirium.Abstinence is the first thing thought of in
beginning of this paragraph applies equally well. lan attack, or threatened attack, of appendicitis. |n
is reprehensible when men and women made in thiis condition, and a host of kindred troubles, if w¢
image of God degrade themselves by indulgence give food we but add insult to injury
the passional nature to a status lower than that of The physician who has a robust patientesirig
beasts, but it is equally reprehensible when thodeom acute arthritis will bring about a cure by an
who live otherwise good and holy lives refuse tabsolute fast lasting from four to fourteen daysg,
sacrifice their aspirations to give a waiting soul theroviding he does not fail to supply him with Suf
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cient water and sees that the heart has proper signepgy. As a prophylactic of disease and the prelon
port. Local anodynes may be necessary to alleviagation of life and that we may be better able to sul
the pain, but the degree of fring is rarely great due our passions, it is my opinion that all strong-ind
enough to demand morphine. Morphine will pro viduals should fast from food absolutely from one t
long the period necessary for fasting and wilthree days several times annuallyadds to the con

increase the nerve symptoms by locking up thstructive work, giving the system ample time to elim
secretions, preventing elimination, and causing thimate poisons and rest from the overburden
re-absorption of toxins. Diuretics and pwatives may rapidly eliminate, but

Some may claim that
they cure acute rheuma
tism by medication alone
and not taking any heed t
the amount and quality o
food ingested. If so, the
creosote, guaiacol, salicy
lates, or whatnots theyjs
may have given, arresteq§
digestion and assimilation
forcing the physical gan
ism to fast by being unnecj
essarily burdened. lodinef §
phenol, and other antisepi¥
tics in enterics cut short i

there are times when they
are burdens to already
overworked ogans and

vessels. Quick elimination,
however valuable in some
instances, is not necessary
in healthy individuals. It is

well here to caution those
who fast to keep their
friends ignorant of the fact
during the period, and also
to beware of self-pity;

throwing of constantly2
that feeling of sorrow fc§
ones self and keeping th

a nauseating manner thiig

desire for food, compelling
mechanically the system tq
fast. Fasting is not the docj
trine of nihilism, but it is

body and mind lightly
engagedAn idle brain and
prolonged fasting will ren
der one liable to subjective
phenomenon where the

the old problem of when to person might become
or when not to medicate. | obsessed by an entity or
iS no less a crime to give 3 “elemental” of another

sick infant food when not
needed as it is to give morphin ing or fasting we must ever bear in
when it is not demanded. Either so mind that our Ego (real Self) is not
given will either kill the child or prolong the dis our physical bodyand the more ponderous our dens
ease. body becomes, the less control has the Ego oV
An all-cereal and vegetable diet would practical vibrating atoms therein.
ly eliminate appendicitis from the category of med Judicious fasting is but living the “life,” and it
icine, relegating it to the shelf of medical curiosi alone will banish from our system arteriosclerosis

’ plane of existence. In eat
Ripening Barley

ties. A wineless and a meatless diet would reducenlaged prostate, hepatic, and renal calculi.

the divorce evil fully 90 per cent. It is but the nat Reckless yielding to our appetites and desires
ural law of vibration and it will gradually whip us more disastrous to our existence than,aad | will
collectively into obediencén all-vegetable dietis venture to state that amativeness [the atghor
not demanded. euphemism for sexual promiscuity—Ed.] is the
The well-fed dog which barks daily after an auto primary etiological factor in the production of ean
mobile goes on absolute fasts three to five times @r and mental poverty O
yeart and after each period comes forth with renewed —W. Stuart Leech, M. D.
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HEALING

How Can We
Cooperate?

RITING AND PRAYING for

help is not enoughie have to

change our habit&Vhat did we

do to cause the cells in our bod

ies to break down or to start®
multiplying in wild profusion? Was it our |
thoughts? Our emotions? Our actions? Obviqusl
we are apt to experience sickness at some period
our lives because we are not perfect, but is it ne
essary to keep ourselves in such a state that evg
ill wind brings disaster?

Now then, what can we doPo picture our
meaning more clearlylet us use an astrological like a catharticWe cannot ask for ChristLove to
example. Not having any special horoscope itve sent to anyone and continue disliking thg
mind, we can use one illustrative aspect, say Magerson.The dificult part of this solution is the
square Uranus. Mars is hard to control under theecision to do it. In doing so we tacitly admit our
best of circumstances, andliated it has the ten attitude was wrong. O
dency to flaunt itself when we least expect it. Its
keyword is “dynamic engy”; it is going to Visible helpers are just as necessary as Invisible
express itself and therefore cannot be suppressédelpers, and our friends and patients may share|in
Square to Uranus it is like a volcano—with no timea high privilege, as well as add much to the powegr
off for “sleeping.” The combination indicates of liberated healing force, by joining us in praye
impatience, irritability and resentfulnessthese for the sick. Our Healing Service is held every
are enough to start on. evening in the Healingemple at 6:30 (7:30 when

How many people are ill because they reseri®aylight time is in efct) and in the Pro-Ecclesia
other people, events, and situatio$fey blame at4:15 BM. when the Moon is in a cardinal sign on
others for their unhappiness, for their nervousnest)e following dates:
their headaches, their general dehilltigey do not
realize it is their response to people, events, andMay.............cc..ccooein. 1—8—16—22—29
situations which actually causes the trouble. JUNE.....oooiiiii 5—12—18—25

How can we overcome resentment? Instead of
responding resentfullywe send out lovale ask Relax, close your eyes, and make a mental picture
God to radiate Chrigt’ Love to that persorthe of the pure white rose in the center of the Rosicrucian
very act of praying for Christ’Love to be radiat Emblem on the west wall of our Pro-Ecclesia, ang
ed to the resented one gas us, the resentful. It is concentrate on Divine Love and Healing.

uuBWPUO "BulpyUOD Selese om|

(o d

RAYS 02 57



FOR CHILDREN

A Peri of the Desert

SFAR AS ONE COULD SEE, the
hot and shining sand dunes stretche
blinding and bare in the slanting rays
of the sun, for the season of flowers
in the desert was pasthe fierce
summer heat held all that land in its fiery grasp an
for many many miles the only spot of green wag
by a tiny spring which lay half hidden beneath §
giant clump of mesquite. Near it, panting in the
dusty shade of a rock lay a tiny sand lizard wh
lifted his head occasionally and looked with won unlike her that the sand lizard shook his head i
dering anxious eyes toward the little Peri who sgpuzzled wondert made the whole place seem-dif
pouting on one of the stones in the edge of thierent, for always before this Nethiad been so full
spring. of song and laughter that the springd been a
Why, he thought in his little lizard mind, was happy place near which to live.
the guardian of the spring so quiet, and Presently Neria turned and seeing
why had she neglected to brush Sand lizards curious bright little
from the rocks about the spring eyes fixed upon hecried with
the sand grains brought by quick anger in her voice,
yesterdays windstorm. He “Why do you look at me
only thought these things. like that? | dort care if |
he didnt dare to ask am cross. | hate thy
them, for Neria, the little place. | dort see whg
Peri, had been so very Necksa ever sent me it
very cross these last few to this little old spring ii&
days. Only yesterday she the desert. Even if she is
had scolded a hot little roaa the queen of the fairies she
runner who had come racing hasnt the right to leave me

pIino sJaydeiboloyd aoue|saiq

to her spring for a drink, in such a horrid, lonesome
because he had scattered dust into place. Nobody ever comes here but
the water and the day before she had road runners, and fat little old sand

stamped her feet angrily and cried because thHizards,” she finished scornfully
mesquite bush had dropped some leaves into theThis was too muchlhe sand lizard was deeply
freshly cleaned poolThis was all so strange, so hurt and somewhat indignant. He was rathe
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plump, of course, but he certainly wasat all fat, its depths; birds flashed across the watayoping
and he considered Nersa'remark very rude to snatch at the tiny darting gnats; squirrels scan

indeed.Therefore, in dignified silence, he crawledpered chattering down to take their evening drink;

across the rock and slipped into the cool shadovemnd slipping softly through the forest, which at on
of his home on the other side, where he made sorpéace edged the quiet waters, came a mother dé
very cutting remarks to his small dusty wife abouaind her baby to wade in the coolness of the shallow
people who took out their crossness upon others. Surely Neria thought, as she poised for &
With his departure, Neria felt more lonely thanmoment on the overhanging rimrock, this lake s
ever Almost she wished she hatimade that last hidden away in the mountains would begfaiten
hateful little allusion to sand lizaslfatness. She and she could stay and care for it, so cool and lov
knew he didrt like to be called fat, but she would ly and peaceful. But as she looked about, she d
n't call him back. She only sat thinking angrycovered that it, also, had its keeper
thoughts andhese bad thoughtseegan taking ugly = Heartsick and discouraged, Neria threw herse
little forms whichhovered close about her whis down upon the warm brown needles beneath
pering all sorts of naughty huge fir and began weeping
suggestions intdier mind. X bitterly. For a long while she
At last she jumped up ang sobbed.
shook her shinymany-colored g % : Then as she became more
wings. The ugly thoughts haSSEssss == Lo" "~ quiet she felt that someone
made her decide to run awe™*i=, - Poows was near and lifting he &
. . . e . 3
from her spring without telling tearbrimmed eyes, stz
: e found her Queen watchii£)
The old spring could just gess i . : her with a gentle, unde®
along by itself and if it chokeqgees =t standing gaze. Swiftly Neria
up with sand it didi’ matter rose and folthg her weary
one bit to herAngrily she gave @ : — shining wings,bowed low
her wings another flip and quick Roadrunner then stood waiting.

-
-

as light sped through the &mr farawayto At last Necksa, her Queespoke softly
see the world and find some other more pleasalifou have wandered famy little Neria. What
work to do. have you found?”

All over the world she traveled. Great rivers, and Again the tears brimmed over and rolled dowi
racing, storming mountain streams called her bieria’s cheeks as she answered sloWly beauti
their beauty but when she thought to stay andful Queen, | have seen many lovely lakes, an
work with them, she found other Peri busy keepingivers and streams, but there was no place for m
them clean and pure, and learned that they had Adl were in the care of others.”
need of her Necksa asked gravel§in all the world, Neria,

She wandered by the shores of the oceans whesgas there no spring which was uncared for?”
little waves ran far up the beach or beat endlessly Neria dropped her head in sudden shames;Y
against giant clfé, and here were the mermaidsO Queen,” she whispered, “my own spring in thg
and the water fairies busy at their work. Shealesert lies uncared fdsut no one ever comes there.’
paused by the blue jewels of mountain lakes set The Queen made no answend after a long
among the sweeping green firs only to learn thanoment Neria added slowl{That is, no one but
they too had their guardian spirits who tendedhe little road runners and a fat old sand lizard ar
them and she was forced to go yet farther his dusty wife.”

At last, after long weeks of wandering, she stood Gently Necksa laid her hand upon the littlg
by a dark, shadowed lake in the heart of a mourPeri's bowed head. “My deaare they not God’
tain. Great grey rimrocks mirrored themselves irtreatures alsoThey came to your spring for
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life-giving water They were in your care. Because
the desert is so hot and dgpur tiny spring is far
more important than a lake would be among th
mountains. | trusted you.”

Quickly Neria raised her face, radiant now with
understanding. “O my Queen, five me. | will
return to my desert spring&s Necksa smiled her
forgiveness, Neria rose, and swiftly as her weat
wings would carry herflew toward her faoff
desert home.

It was a long, long journeywnd alas, she found
a sad desolation when she reached the little hollg
among the sand dunes. Beneath the burning s
the gnarled old mesquite bush was slowly dying
the spring was choked with sand and near the g
tiny spot of dampness lay the little sand lizard an
his panting, dusty little wife.

Bitterly ashamed, frightened lest she ha
returned too late, Neria began clearing the sar
from the rock-bordered pool until once more clea
water bubbled upThen she sprinkled the old
mesquite with cool drops and picked from it the
withered leaves. Often as she worked she wou
touch the two tiny lizards with gentle loving fin
gers as they lay on the rock she had brush¢
smooth for them.

At last all was finished, and she sat down to re
for a moment, when, suddenghe was startled by
the dark form of an old prospector stumbling
through the hindering sand and dragging a wea
burro after him. Eagerly the two lurched forwarg
and began drinking in great thirsty swallowd.
last, as she watched with gladness in her heart, t
old miner rose to his feet and patting the brro
dusty drooping head, cried happit{vell, old pal,
if this spring had been dry this would have bee
our last trip across the desert.”

His words flooded Nerig' heart with a great
happiness and content, and as she and the two
tle lizards watched the old man making his cam
close to the spring, she whispered softl® little
sand lizards, what if I had not come back in time
Never again shall | leave my spring uncared’for

Sleepily the little lizard murmured, 6morrow
the road runner will come back. | sent word to hin
by the night wind.” O

—\Vera Swift

| have a house inside of me,

A house that people never see

It has a door through which none pass,
And windows, but they’re not of glass.

Sometimes | like to go inside

Where no one sees, and hide, and hide,
And doctor up my wounded pride

When I've been treated rough outside.

And sometimes when I've been to blame
I go inside and blush for shame,

And get my mind in better frame

And get my tongue and temper tame.

| meet my heavenly Father there,

For He stoops down to hear my prayer
To heal my wounds and cure my care,
And make me strong to do and dare.

Then after | am made quite strong

And things are right that were all wrong,
| go outside, where | belong,

And sing a new and happy song.

And then | hear the people say
“You're blithe and bonnygood and gay
And it's because | feel that way

But they dont know the price | pay

You have a house inside of you
Where you can fight your battles through,
And God will tell you what to do
And make your heart both strong and true

—Author Unknown
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