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FEATURE

Wherein Lies Happiness?

Wherein lies happiness? In that which becks

Our ready minds to fellowship divine,

A fellowship with essence; till we shine,

Full alchemized, and free of space. Behold

The clear religion of heaven! Fold

A rose leaf round thy fing&s taperness,

And soothe thy lips; hist, when the airy stress

Of musics kiss impregnates the free winds,

And with a sympathetic touch unbinds

Aeolian magic from their lucid wombs;

Then old songs waken from enclouded tomb

Old ditties sigh above their fathisrgrave;

Ghosts of melodious prophesyings rave

Round every spot where trégbollo’s foot....

Feel we these things?—that moment have
we stepped

Into a kind of oneness, and our state

Is like a floating spiri. But there are

Richer entanglements, enthrallments far

More Self-destroying, Ieading’ by degrees, Painting on canvas (detail), Salvador Dali, National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.

To the chief intensity: the crown of these The Sacrament of the Last Supper

Is made of love and friendship, and sits high Therrite of the eucharist was instituted at the Last Supper to
' commemor ate the final Sacrifice to be made by Love incar-

Upon the forehead of humanity nate. In Church iconography Christ has been depicted sym-
All its more ponderous and bulky worth bolically as a pelican who feedsiits young with its own blood.
Is friendship; whence there ever issues forth

A steady splendor: but at the tip-top Mingle, and so become part of it—

There hangs by unseen film, an orbed drop Nor with aught else can our souls interknit
Of light, and that is love: its influence, So wingedlyWhen we combine therewith,
Thrown in our eyes, genders a novel sense, Life’'s self is nourished by its proper pith,
At which we start and fret; till in the end, And we are nurtured like a pelican brood....
Melting into its radiance, we blend, —John Keats,

from Endymion

RAYS 02



EDITORIAL

Whatever It Takes

S THERE A PILL to alter my destinyto Our current culture has a lovdaf with drugs,
improve or cancel my karmarhis is the licit and illicit. It's about the manipulation of expe
unspoken assumption of some research saiience, about producing body comfort on demandg.
entists and others who seek new drugs to ridhis faith in chemicals and biologicals hass-
the world of illness and debilitymplicit in  placed faith in what the Great Physicfescribes
this noble intention is the belief that sickness antbr us through the unfolding of events, orchestrated
weaknesses are aberrations or miscues and tligt the RecordingAngels, who give each of us
humans are essentially victims of natareindom exactly what we need for our optimum develop
operations. In this scenario, biochemists and genetnent.They, unlike the most earnest and sincere @
cistsare modern white knights who will eventually physicians, are above mistakes. In other word
slay the dragons of cancer and all the other insultghat humans experience in and as their uniqy
and assaults to which human flesh is.heir physiology is not a mistakd&.his concept is not
Certainly we should do every reasonable thing ifamiliar to many and it is agreeable to even fewey
our power to reduce human sickness antesnfy. Why? It means we must live responsilityneans
But without real knowledge, the most concertéoref that we inherit the &cts of our prior actions and
and however much money will achieve little of lastinghoughtsWhile we carry our own self-made crosses,
value. Real knowledge includes understanding thwe would have others bear them. Many of us act as
law of cause and f&fct and realizing that the phys if blind fate has dealt us a bad hand. So we consult
ical body is the end product of thoughts, desireshe medical “authorities” for a remedy andfsuf
and impulses arising in the mind and desire bodythe double consequence of the primary problem
If humans do not want to take full responsibilityand the often ill décts of the solution.
for their lives and bodies, if they expect doctors Is there an alternative? Most certaiAly Christians,
and research scientists tofesf magic bullets, we accept our self-made |&/e made it, we bear
elixirs, miracle cures, then they will have to payt. We bear up under i¥We may complain, we may
the consequences of well-meaning but often inegven curse, in spite of ourselves, but we continye
therapies and drugs whose sidéeets are not in life—for the durationWe refuse the temptation
infrequently more dangerous than the symptomt® turn theno of a defiant thought into the radical
they are formulated to treat. no of an action that flaunts Gadwill and uproots
For instance, while 87% of volunteers for newthe life He gave us from the soil of its appointed
drug programs participate expecting relief or curegarthly spanWhile humanity crucified Christ, we
only 5% actually experience any improvement, anéach are our own Pilate, and inclined to accede o
part of that is attributed to the placebdeef. the momens passion rather than choose the lum
Drugs are a double-edged swdfdbmen take them nousTruth. A sick man, Max Heindel reminds us,
to abort (kill) their babies, but one such drug hags a scoundrel in the act of being expodad. are
killed the motheiin-the-makingWhile most drugs all scoundrels in the process of becoming better
are taken to enhance life by mitigating pain opersonsWe do this by claiming responsibility for our
reducing the symptoms of disease, some drugs dife and circumstance and in freely choosing to gro
taken to stop life. in spirit and in truth—whatever it takes [

U)  —h
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READERS’ RESPONSES

The Incarnation Mystery—
Four Viewpoins

NCARNATION: The Life-Spirit will implant tool of focus, but it is in our hearts that Christ ha

and ripen the facilities. written the answers to our problems.

I must say this particular subject inspires me This is my answer to you on how | am solving
with such a love. | love everything aboutYet, the problem, or as | am experiencing it. It is a liv
my answer to your* burning question is a wateryng and breathing with the weaving, and it take
solution, maybe even a bit steamy one to an intuitive knowing, yes painful, but sa

About the Incarnation and how to solve it:beautiful that it is beyond words of joy
maybe it is not to be solved. One must not solve it, | am doing this type of weaving while reading
but experience it. I've been to college and studiettom the NewTestament, withEphesians where
phenomenology which ever struggles to solve the “ambassador in chains” is helping me so mud
such problems. But the door is closed to phenonto help you with this question, along with Max
enonlogists because one must be an initiate of sueteindel and Corinne Heline.
mysteries to know themThey need faith and Max Heindel tells us in his booRosicrucian
God’s free grace to find what they are looking for Christianity Lectures, “We are evolving reason by

This is when that “powerful intellect” is silenced the activity of the Ego, which is the threefold Spirit
by intuition. It is when pain and joy combine. It isacting solely through its outermost veil, the
a reaching of God, drife Spirit, within us. One Human Sprit, and in the Sixth Epoch the Life
cannot always take a straightforward linear approacpirit will implant and ripen the facilities of intu
which tends to be the logical way to answer thigtion and love” (p. 337). “And God raised us up

problem, because it is not a problem to be solvedith Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly

but more likely an initiation to be experienced. realms in Christ Jesus’—Ephesians Zihank
We must understand spiraliyr, as | call it, with  God forThe Incarnation of Christ Jesus.
heart and mind weaving. For example, take a book —Holly Cornell
from the OldTestament, such as Song of Sorigs.
read it from beginning to end is not the true way td N ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH his mission,
read it. This would be only a beginning in under I Christ needed a physical vehicle to appesa
standing it, just a lesson in concentrating on it. among us like one of us.
I have found that when one starts weaving heart Jesus, a high initiate, had the best vehiclg
and mind, or perceiving in a spiral manndgren (physical and vital) humanity couldfef to Him. |
one might start with the middle of the book, therbelieve that at the Baptism Jesus surrendered |
go to the end, and then go to the beginning agaiphysical and vital body and Christ took possessia
It is then that the book comes alive and presentd them as a discarnate entity takes possession
itself in its spiritual formThe mind is a powerful the vehicles of a medium.

*The three statements in this section are responses to the Mecflumshlp IfS certalnl)ll Wfong’ bUt,for such
article written by Dexter Christianson on the Incarnation & noble cause, for our Salvation, | don't see-an

Mystery that appeared in the May/June 2002 Rays. thingwrong with the way our Saviour entered ou

U)

|72}

h

S

NiS
n
of

RAY S 02



physical world. For non-initiates, periodically entering into
Christ saidThere is no greater love than to givemanifestation is necessary because initiation ©f
his life for his friend. actions is dificult when one is out of manifesta
—Andre Morel tion. But there comes a point for initiates when
incarnation becomes optional, because they haye
ONCERNING the question of whether the suficiently developed their self-consciousness that
nature of Christ-Jesus was divine, or humarthey are able to continue to initiate actions wheh
or part divine and part human: In mythologlye out of manifestationThus, to choose to spend
difference between divine and human beings isome time out of manifestation may sometimes he
that the divine are immortal and the human arappropriate for them.
mortal. There are also semi-divine beings who Thus, although non-initiates should operate under
have both humans and one or more gods in thdine mandate that they should not let any outside
lineage, who are mortal, but also have greapirits enter and control their bodies, initiates should
strengths When myths are interpreted, howeverbe free to use their own judgment in such matterg.
all of the characters represent aspects of each of usJesus, presumablwas an initiate and was able
Thus, we all have immortal parts and mortal partdo understand the intent and needs of the Christ ahd
If we are to become heroes, the immortal parts dhe role he (Jesus) could play in facilitating the
our being must unite with and work together withincarnation of the Christ, and also his own evolu
the mortal parts. It is thus reasonable to assunmi®nary needs and thus could make a well-consig
that Christ-Jesus (along with all the rest of us) hadred decision as to whether he would let the Chri
a human part and a divine part. use his physical and etheric bodies.
Concerning the relation of Christ to Jesus during —Elsa Glover
the three years of ministry: Max Heindegu-
ment is reasonable: Christ, the highest initiate o] HAVE FOUND no other place in literature
the Archangels, had never previously built pRysi | where the Christian Mystery of Incarnation is
cal and etheric bodies and therefore needed to uegplained so clear]yso kindly with such heart,
Jesusphysical and etheric bodies, which, in com and capable of being understood by all a3ha
monterminology could be called spirit possession.Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception, by (with great
This does not bother me for the following reasonrespect | write his name) Mister Max Heindel.
Prior to initiation (unification of the self- | would like to praise the author of the article
consciousness with thall-consciousness), the “The Incarnation Mystery” for the conclusion he
RecordingAngels maximize our opportunities for expresses on page 12: “Perhaps we tdbave
spiritual evolution by (among other things) helpingenough information. Perhaps this writer misunde
us enter or leave manifestation when it is best fatands the information. Perhaps most of us misup
us to do so. If we are not initiates and by our ownerstand and have not taken the time to think [it
choice let discarnate entities take control of ouout...”
bodies, then we are letting the discarnate entities Bearing these comments in mind | would like tg
enter manifestation when they should not be-maradd two mottos | think fit well with another point
ifested and we are ourselves withdrawing fronof view:
manifestation when we should be in manifestation. “Too much education—not enough understanc
Thus, we hinder the work of the Recordimgelsin  ing!”
promoting the evolution of both the spirit controls “Explanation is for the mind. Inspiration and
and ourselvesThe situation is dferent, however vision are for the soul.”
for initiates. They have the ability to see the state Jesus said:
of their and other peoplesbuls and thus are qual  “Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them
ified to make their own decisions about when it i9e afraid.”—John 14:27
best to enter or leave manifestation. —DanAntohe

—
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Pilgrim’s Progress
Through Occultism

R SOME TWO THOUSAND years

many schools, both orthodox and -het§®

rodox, have sought to convéye full  §

meaning of the wor@hristian The state

of the world todayin all departments of

human relationship, would indicateat a complete |
understanding has not yet been widglyen out
and that the need for it has never been greater #%
Orthodox Christianity does not call for great§
individual efort and is lagely dependent upon
precedent for its authorityOrthodox religious
thought, orthodox scientific thought, and orthodo
ph”osophlc or OCCUIt thought a” CondUCt the|rEngravmg William Blake, fromForChlIdren TheGatesofParad|se 1793, British Museum

Aged Ignorance
activities, by definition, along established IIr]es‘His eyes closed, his spectacles of no value, his back to t

ad?quate|¥ serving the majority of PerSP“The rising sun, the elder is about to clip the wings of youthfu
spiritual pioneers, those who more egegically  vision which is open to flights of imagination and intuition.

seek to know and live life’ fundamental truths,
require more than what is disseminated througthereby Now he is known to the world at tgr as
traditional institutionsThe pioneer probes deepera Christian, from which fact he derives, for a time
into reality and discerns more with a compassiora degree of satisfaction. Here his emotional natu
ate heart and an intrepid mind. is worked upon in what proves to be a rather unce
The materialist stresses his physical bobly tain mannerAgain he may soon feel that some
fact, itis who he is. So he favors it. But if he meanghing is wrong with him or with his place in the
well and wants to live right, he does not indulgescheme of things. He has been told that there is
his body It must be conditioned and made sensiheavenly life after this mortal existence and he i
tive and responsive to impacts coming from théhereby given a hope for better things to come. B
physical world, the only one he recognizes anthe moment he forms the thought that somethir
believes inThe materialist engages in little activi definite might be known about the hereaftes is
ty pertaining to his emotional or mental bodiesgiven a rather wide berth by the orthodox commu
except as that activity relates to his physical needsty, for its doctrines teach to leave well enoug
and provides for his material comfort. alone.Thus he feels his first pangs of religious
After a time he will feel that something about hisloneliness.
life is lacking and he may join one of the orthodox So he makes another move. He looks for answe
religious denominations, hoping to benefit himselilsewhere. He may leave the halls of emotionalis
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and turn to the religion of the mind. He discoverghat there is a tremendous Something Definit
that he can learn to improve his mind and strengthback of all this intricate structure that he has begn
en its cognitive powers. But since the physical anthvestigating. He wants to go behind the scengs
emotional aspects of human existence are not coand see what it is that lives in this garment o
sidered, once more he turns awagain feeling occultism, as it wereThroughout his pilgrimage
that something is wrong but not knowing what it ishe has been forming himself into an ever morg
By this time he has at least a passing interest gfficient discoverer and investigator of trulthere
the existence of invisible worlds and he begins tes needed but the lamp of discrimination by whiclp
explore one or another of the negative occulhe may find the reality that lives ifruth and the
schoolsThings begin to look promising and a realfinal success of our friend is assured— provided he
enthusiasm is awakened in him. He satisfies- hinpersists in his search.
self that there is a hereafter and that a connectionBut hold! We have at last given him something
with it may be made while one is still on earth. Buto do. Surely this is a simple commission that a
he eventually learns that he is involved in mediumay undertake with confidence and safdtife
mistic practices consisting of attempts to contactommands that we be doers, not mere speculatgrs
dubious spirit entities by negative methotlsese or dreamers. So now our friend is intent on beconp
methods do not proceed from any constructiveng more of a doem co-worker with life, in order
plan, they do not improve his character or makéo develop discrimination and discover reality
him a better person. Indeed, passivity is empha In time he finds his way into one of thidestern
sized. He is given no responsibility to carry posiMystery Schools whose key principle is the Bgo’
tive projects forward to completion. He has seespiritual growth whereby it increasingly manifests
something, but it is yet a thing apart from him. Hats latent divinity
can find no way to satisfy his need to be construc Right here in the Mystery School our friend
tive and creative and to better accomplish what isiakes a new beginning. He is promptly shown that
fundamentally good. God exists in the world of form. It is easier to
So he looks elsewhergfter leaving the schools speak of things than to explain them. Orthodoxy
of mediumship and phenomenalism behind himspeaks of themThe Mystery Schools explain
our friend the truth-seeker will more than likelythem. It is this power to explain liemysteries in
take up the work of one of the Eastern occulterms that win the consent of the reasoning mind
schools. He learns many valuable things here, suthat distinguishes these teachings from the theolp
as the fact that he is not his bodies, visible or invigyies of orthodox schools. Our friend learns thdt
ible; that there is a law of rebirth, which explainsGod has a Great Plan, and he is shown his place
something of his greater destiny; that the law o&nd assignment therein. He becomes a willing and
cause and &ct ever redirects him away from his enthusiastic co-operator with God in the gredt
many mistakes back onto the right path; and thatork of life.
he himself is of some importance in Gedint Growth of the total person in esoteric
verse. He is given much information concerningChristianity finds an analogy in the educationz?jlD
the path he has taken to date. He is given sonmeethods of the East, where the pupil searches for
information about the future and his place in it. Buand commits himself to a Mastén the Western
even here he is not shown how to shoulder respoB&chool, the student or personality—comprising th
sibility in this School. He is obliged to deciphermind, emotional bodyetheric bodyand the phys
many concepts formulated in the older languagesal body—pledges its obedience to and trust in the
of Eastern origin. It is all good. But it also puzzlesMaster of its higher Self, whose counsel is alwayls
him the more he tries to work with it, until finally wise and helpfulWe all have within us this higher
he despairs of understanding it correctly and-conMaster natureAnd we have the lesser self, which
pletely and so he gradually separates himself from itikes to be comfortable, runs after whims, false
By this time our friend has become convincedights, side issues, and, like an undisciplined child,

—
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may get into all sorts of troubléVhen the
lower nature resolves to become the obedi
servant of the Higher Nature, it shows its fir
spark of wisdomThereafter the Higher Nature
or God within ever labors to fan that spark in- -
a brighter flame. ®
Properly understood, Christianity is designé
to omanize, purify and transmute all of the
bodies of man, as well as to assist him in dev.
oping his latent forceg his refining process i
a spiritual operation.
Self-purification must precede the deep:
work of the Mysteries. Only highly purifie
bodies can sustain the spiritual impacts
through them by the Master within. Even thi ==
first impacts of these higher eges give the &
spiritual aspirant a sense that he is dealing w
a holy PowerAnd when he has evolved to cor - 7/

sciously reg'Ster. the. greater C.urrents of I'nt(Accmding to some, Count Michael Maier was “the most learnec
planetary Cosmic Life he realizes that he Nscientist of his time.” He wassponsible for making the Rosicrucian
been wise indeed to have committed himself documentsamaand Confessiowidely known on the Continent.

a program of thorough'y C|eansing his physicMaier taught that eal knowledgeesults fom combining natuy,

; reason, experience, and stutihe four wheels of the philosoph
bOdy emotlons_, and tho“ghts- . . ical chariot.” Thus, the above illustration is not what it might appear
When our friend associated with the variolio pe, a satie, but rather diect visual symbolism: The footprints

negative schools of occultism, he was instru(designs) of nater ae the pioneers, guiding and encouraging the

ed how to direct refining influences to one qrauest for truth; the masi'walking stickepresents @ason; expefi
ence povides the spectacles that cect vision; and the lantern

then anOt.her of hi$ bOdi_eS' No One_ Straterepresents the study of transmitted wisdom, which gives light.
worked with all of his bodies together in a-bas

anced manner as do the methods of the Christiather We are blind to the finer forms until we use
Mystery School, and that was exactly what washe right kind of revealing agency
troubling him during his long and necessary pil The Christian Mystery School enables our frien
grimage through these other schools. So be had t learn the facts concerning Jesus and the Chri
look elsewhere to find a greater measure of wisSpiritual sight is a normal possession of the Initiat
dom to apply to himself and his problems. . of the Mysteries. Mary and Joseph were bot
Our friend is taught in the Christian Mystery Initiates. The Ego of Jesus attached itself to th
School how to so conduct his inner and outer lif@ura of Mary its future mother several years
that he can advance in esoteric learnifpen he before its intended conception. Instances afe
does the necessary work he causes the latent seksewn of this attachment as much as twenty yeays
centers of his desire body to become active, thuzefore birth and often well before the future moth
providing a means for supphysical investiga er has even thought about marriagke intended
tion. He may then plainly see the shortened wavencarnation is directed by the Great Ones from the
length light of the Desir&Vorld and the forms it higher worlds which interpenetrate the physicg
reveals. It strikes unimpeded straight through thevorld. Mary and Joseph could see the incoming Eqo
physical planet far more easily than ordinary-sunof Jesus and sense its high vibration, and they wegre
light penetrates clear aiReally it is all perfectly instructed as to its mission. So they married ard
simple. Ordinary daylight does not reveal desir@rovided Jesus with a new physical body as a megns
forms to physical sight because it is a vibration irof aiding humanityThere is nothing unnatural in

.Engraving, Michael Maie'r (c.1568-1622), Atalanta fugiens, Oppenheim, 1618
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the whole matterCertainly God would be the last type of development.
one to break His own laws in providing means for The Christian works along occult lines diametri
body building in any of His worlds of form. cally opposite to the methods used in the schodls
The Cosmic Spirit Christ entered and took-posof negative occultisnThe only phenomena that he
session of the physical and etheric bodies of Jesissinterested in are the processes of soul growth by
at the time of the Baptism and the vehicles of ouwvhich he acquires soul powesoul light, and soul
planet at the time of the Crucifixiohus Christ life, thereby becoming ever more useful as a c¢-
possessed a chain of vehicles reaching all the wayorker with God. He is too busy serving to pay
from man to GodThen He became the Messiah.more than passing attention to such things as spjr
But at the Crucifixion He was lost to our world of it materialization and similar antics.
men, as far as use of a physical body was con While our friend was investigating other occult
cerned, because at that time He entered the ganetthools, he was invited to develop along lines that
interior. Now He is directing Earth as its Ego. Hewere relatively easy but negative. Occult develop
is both a personal and a planetary savite is ment depends primarily upon creating gygrath
helping us to use our etheric bodies as vehicles ofays.The easy way to complete a circuit of human
consciousness and expressigvhen a sufcient magnetism or life engy is to enlist the aid of like-
number of humanity have developed spiritually saminded others. So our friend joined hands with his
as to warrant His return, He will reappear in thdellows in a circle to combine their ethers for spir
etheric body of Jesus which has been preserved fibrmaterialization. Outside aids are also used, su¢h
Him, and take direct chge of human evolution. as incense, which provides an embodying- sul
The Mystery studerd’increased understandingstance for disembodied spirits. Grave dangers
of the nature of Christ resolves most perceived difattend mediumistic practices, including obsessio
ferences between the orthodox and esoterid great loss of the medius’ vitality usually
Christianity Seeming contradictions in all depart accompanies materializations, due to the drainirjg
ments of life may usually be overcome by deterof his life enegy.
mining whether the question relates to the life side This type of occult practice does not require
of Nature or to the form side. Most students opurification of the vehicles or the development of
orthodoxy have only learned to think in terms ofwill and self-discipline. If too great a stream of
the world of physical form, and so they becomesychic enagy is sent through the vehicles of the
quite tangled up in trying to understand andinfortunate medium, he may easily become unablle
explain matters pertaining to the life side of Nature¢o care for himself. Similar]ya light bulb or elec
mentioned in the Bible. In one sentence Scripturtxical device may short out if the voltage flowing in
may be referring to the world of form and in thethe circuit is higher than what the wiring or fila
next it may be referring to the worlds of life as inment are able to carry
the two Genesis accounts of creation. The Christian occultist will not attempt any
Man possesses several bodies: the dense-phyisiner development that relies principally on the ai
cal body the etheric, the emotional, and the menof another He stands alone, operating, not spect
tal. The etheric body is really a superphysical bodyating, through his own power and under the supe
in the correct sense of the word. It is composed afision of his own will. This method is slower than
four grades of etheifhe lowest is the chemical that in group endeavors, but the net results afe
ether which governs assimilation and excretion insurer and more permanefithe aspirant has no
the physical worldThe next is called the life ether “off” days and is therefore able to be of maximunp
having to do with reproductiohe third is the use in helping to implement GedPlanThe writer
light ether which is the medium of sense percepadvises all readers of this article to reject foreve
tion, internal heat, and coloiThe highest or all forms of negative development as dangerous
reflecting ether is the vehicle of memofpe third and unworthy of the attention of a Christian
and fourth ethers play an vital role in the Christiaroccultist. In fact, one cannot cultivate negative
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practices and be a true Christian because they
of no lasting benefit to himself or to humanily
addition, he must undo what he has done before
can proceed on the positive path, which is th
higher way
Christ Jesus did not tell us to be negative. H
told us todo things. He told us talo unto others
what we would have others do untoTisat is any B
thing but negative. Let our lower nature do unt@s
the Higher Nature what it would have the Highegs
Nature do unto it. Let them cooperate within ‘-Ff__—_;
individual being to promote spiritual growth. g*
Members of Mystery Schools are shown ho
through loving service and unremitting self-eon |
trol, they may open new vistas and gain mor
power to function in their inner cosmoghis is
vastly diferent from relying on external aids and
constitutes an essentialféifence between Christian
and non-Christian development.
The Christian gradually builds a soul bodye
GoldenWedding Garment, in which he may travel
into and about our planet with the speed of ligh
and operate as a “Free Mason.” Is this “Operativ,
Masonic Craft?’Yes, indeed. In building the soul
body the Christian occultist attracts and weave~ The Oracle ofApollo at Delphi
large quantities of the light and reflecting ether:while the positive clairvoyant attains to a voluntaryqegr
into his etheric bodyHe does not deplete his vital tion of the supersensible worlds 6in above,” the priestess
ity in this activity as does the medium. MOTGQVGI’tIEd on the seat atop the golden tripod was enveloped in fumes

: ) ” .~ rising from telluric depths, which served as a medianspir-
he must purify his desires and develop altruisrit messages. The cave (thes€kdelphos means worlwas

before he can use his soul botie fashions this believed to be the lair of the serpent Python, and the fumes we
new body by aligning himself with Gaglwill to emanations om its deg:aying b_od;urther confirming the pythi
. h . . anoracle as a negative manifestation of the serpent power|

support Life as it seeks to manifest in all of-cre
ation’s innumerable formsThis love-labor is pri  we will make it a suitable habitation for Him.
marily done by the Life Spiritwhen we live the  Our friend, whose development we have been
Christian life the Life Spirit becomes active andfollowing, purifies all of his vehicles as stated
begins to build a suitable body through which itThen gradually the creative force begins to rise in
can function. the spine.This threefold spiritual engy is sym

Many people do not like the wordccultism bolized by the three-legged tripod of the Delphian
due to a misunderstanding of the term. Christia®racle, and the three-stranded rope mentioned |in
occultism, or any other type of authentic occultismgastern writings, which is thrown into the regiong
is devoted to the proper use of the forces requiregbove, uncoiling as it goes, enabling the man {o
for building our finer vehicles. It does not dabbleclimb to the home of the gods. In the East thi
in producing psychic phenomena or seek to neganegy is called the Kundalini. In th&/est it is
tively influence others, though the term is usuallycalled the Spear (of Life), the spear used by
associated with these practic&ge Christ within, Parsifal and abused by Klingsdt is also the
the Life Spirit, will come into fully conscious Spinal Spirit Fire of theNestern Initiates of the
occupancy of its individual human temple wherFlame, the Rosicruciansvhen active it may be
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felt as a gentle heat rising in the spine, giving aninds once more bent themselves to services pf
sense of immense power love in the cause of humanisyuplift.
The movement of this erggyr causes the bles  As the starry abode of our radiant soul bodies
soming of the seven symbolical buds on the Rod afias lit up by its sword-like flame, | saw each
Aaron, the flowering or leafing out of the Masonicmember enveloped in a glpthe dull colors of the
sprig of acacia, the opening of the chakras or lotuswer passions were consumed in its fires, and
buds of the Eastern aspirant, and of the Rosicrucidhen—Human hove became angelic and desife
Roses on the Cros¥Ve find this vital _ burnt at white heat to serve the Great
enegy depicted in the occult lore of Brotherhood.
all lands. It passes upward through Finally, now split up as in a
the heart and into the head, Wherf\;i’@\, prism, the flame of a Divine
it passes through the pinea \E_Ig-gy" Thought enveloped in radi
T~
gland and pituitary bodyrhis . =2~ ance the earth-dwellers,

pathway is also symbollzec’q%i‘“h according to their several

by the beads of the Catholu%f,f—! = 105N i ' 2~ paths.
rosary; for the truth has bee = ,_»z = (A IS €) % Thus—the disciples of

in the world at all times, gen - Devotion became a focus for
erally unknown, but always Mﬁﬁ SN
available to the Initiate. ; '. rm wip=3_. those of the mystic ray taking
When this engy completes o7 !/ %’\ o "‘tﬁ%& a share of HeavemAzure.
its circuit in the brain, it makes % T @&% Artists and musicians, reveling
possible a conscious birth into th %Wﬁi in beautyreceived a baptism of rosy
spiritual worlds. He who follows the ““ red flames—each one an inspiration.
Christian Path of Initiation is building the vehi And | could see many philosophers and seek
cles of theAdept, which will enable him to travel ers in cloisterlaboratory or library solitarily pur
with the instantaneous speed of thought througbuing an everlasting quest, and these seemed to[be
all the worlds of our universe in conducting thein the direct ray of sunshine caused by the yelloy
business of our heavenly Father 0  vibration, and with songs of hope in their heartg,
—A. T. Savage they bent once more to their several tasks.
Others of god-like radiance, in whom | could

THE SPEEDING OFA THOUGHT Qiscern those on the “way of the cross,” were-hew
ing out paths for weaker brethren through endless

vapors of glorious blue-green,

“He sought for others the good he dediffor forest tangles, some of them finding precarious
himself. Let him pass dn. and painful foothold on precipitous ¢&f And
—EgyptianVale for the dead, 1600 B.C. these looked up in ecstasy as a fountain of violgt

spray descended upon their bleeding brows, a bdp
From the Logos at the heart of the universe theriism of Divine Fire.
sped a beam of light. It was a thought of love. | And they began to sing, and the burden of the
watched its lightning-like flash through the worldssong was of a glorious future, yet not a future byt
—heavenlymental, desire and physical, and this is condition in which time, space, past, present and
what | saw to come were all one, when all will live in the eter
The dwellers in Heaven, already enjoying thenal Now—gathering and harvesting experiences o¢f
rhapsody of a great Love felt its presence and a clgve and service to a great brotherhood which
went up “Glory to God in the highest.” includes the lowliest herb and meanest insect, and
And it touched the dwellers in the world of stretches far away into the heart of the Univerge
Intellect, and called new powers into their beingwhere dwells the Logos—The Spirit of Lovel]
and great thought-waves took on a rosy tinge as —Agnes Cook
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Last Enemy to Be
Conquered

E HAVE NOW REACHED
the crowning point of ouexer
cises for the will—Christ at the
grave of Lazarus. From death
He wrests lifeThis is the sum
ming up of all struggles. From sickness, healt
must be won; from sin, resurrection; from neeg
love; from weakness, faith; from darkness, light
From behind all these worlds, death gazes at us,
the end of all. If life is wrested from it, that is as if
“heaven” were brought to eartWith this, the new
power of willing began for us, therefore this sev
enth deed of Christ is really the summing up an
the climax of Chriss work.
ChrISt at the grave Of Lazaru—mday there are Tempera on ood panel, Luca di Tomme (1355-1389), Vaticn l;icre aIIery
still many people who do not know what to make The Raising of Lazarus
of the “miracle” of an awakening of the dead. Le tshréeggtlrg ggn\ggsog gﬁgvve;;og I’I]r(]j HL;rT; ;ulgc? Chrls\f ﬁfcehc?s
Egghmnflj;_s)t: QI]-II\(/)?NhSE:’jiSttOi;hge“ét[:l)?ydrit(?\lll: dO]:/\;[irt]f? zgorr\p rotect at birth and death, Jews swaddled?ﬁg“:hyswal bod
row for His friend, and yet immediately attacksqueror opposes Himself to deatill this is
death; how the gravity of the hour appals Him, and@lready a picture which works on us so powerfully
yet He does not for a moment recoil; how Hehat it awakens the last and best powers of o
receives into His soul the mood of the mournersyil—whatever attitude one may take up to the
and at the same time speaks in words which be&tory One must not allow oneself to be weakene
within them great cosmic decisions; how He feel#n the study of this picture by having in osehind
the individual event stronglyand yet with high the esoteric conception that here an initiation i
resolve looks into the eyes of the enemy of th&aking place which leads over from the old myster
human race; how He carries His friend in His soulies into the new time. For Lazarus was dead ar
and yet is full of light from the Father; how He would have remained dead, had Christ not come.
leads everything step by step towards the find$ a triumph of Chriss power of life which we are
decision; how He, in the full power of the eon permitted to witness.

This is the 19th in a series of articles takewrnrFriedrich . if . . Ish h .
Rittelmeyels Meditation, Guidance of the Inner Lifgub story itis as If a prisoner in our souls hears the voIg

lished by Floris Books, Edinbgi. Reprinted with permission. Of his liberator; as if the Gospel were continued i

If we look at Christ as He stands before us in the
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us; as if the call, “Lazarus, come forth!” soundeddf Himself, “I am the resurrection and the life!”
into the grave of our own being, and deep within itWe ourselves arise out of the earthly grawée
something which we ourselves did not know wasinite ourselves to HimMe now stand with Him
there seeks to arisén overwhelming love for over against the graviVith Him we feel: Death
Christ, for this Christ, can then stir in our soMl&  ought not to be! Death in all its thousand forms$
feel that He is quite dérent from that which we must be vanquished! Into every corner of our being
had till now thought Him to be; more of a eon we fill ourselves with this divine willingiWe shall
gueror more mighty in His strength, more majes be resurrectionWe shall be awakeners!
tic. This man or none—so our soul tells us—is the At the end of our three series of studies we haye
victor over death, the liberator of men who live “again come to the resurrectiofhat is in accor
in darkness and in the shadow of death,” the kindance with the spirit of Jols1'Gospel.That is in
of humanity We feel in every limb to what battle accordance with the will of Christ Himself. “There
between Christ and the powers of the enemy weghall be no more death.” “The last enemy that sha
are called by HimWe feel—this isthe battle for be destroyed is death.”
man. It will certainly come once again that man will
When we build up before us this picture for oube able to awaken the dead. If alredtg bringing
meditation in its great principal features, we see iof air, the outward stimulation of movement, the
Lazarus man himself lying in the grave. It isshaking of the body can call a man back to lifg,
indeed the end of the individual life, it is the end ofwhy should not the power of the spirit be able to d
humanity—if Christ is not thereThe sickness it—the power of the life which streams towards
under which humanity stdrs leads to death—and him? Certainly it will be possible only in excep
yet does not lead to deaffhe stone lies upon the tional cases. But can one not see the beginnings
grave. In this stone we see the picture of mattethere already? It can happen that joy may send [to
Novalis uttered the remarkable saying, “The eartthe dying a power which fills them with new life.
has hardened into stone out of fear for md@mat It can happen that in crises which are already
the world seems to us so heasy dark, so impen determined towards death the victory is won by thie
etrably material, comes about because man hapiritual strength of a man. It can happen that [a
himself sunk down into mattein Egypt once, as sick person, who according to all medical ruleg
man sank more and more into this material earthlgught to be dead, can be kept alive, or can ke¢
existence, they raised the stone upwards, ashamself alive, by inward forces of healthhat is
prayer Upon the same stone Mount Sinai-fur not much. But were we so to enter the sick-roon,
nished from its spurs, the stone with which thehe room of the dying, that we were filled to cver
Egyptians raised their massive buildings, Mose#lowing with life, if Christ’s power of resurrection
wrote the divine commandment. But the Mosaidgtself were within us, then we should experienc
law itself lay like a stone upon mankind. “Whowonderful things.We should often have the
will take away the stone from the door of thisimpression that death was flying before his victof
grave?” That was humanitg’ questionAll this, whom he had recognized. But even if his prey
when we have brought it to life with feeling in ourcould not be torn from him outwardie would
consciousness, lives in the picture we are studyinguithdraw as victor with worthless bootgnd tri
Round about this grave is mourning, the mourningmphal music would fill the room.
of the world.We have already seen how doubt, We may leave to the future that which man wil
Martha, and sorromMary, are the two guardians yet experience in this waBut our meditation will
of the world-grave. strengthen in us the consciousness that man may
Then Christ appearde see Him as we have not give up his arms in front of death, but must
before described Him. From the heights of thestand upright before death, must dare in the face |of
worlds to the depths of the earth sounds the caliteath, if he is to be man in the full sense of the
“Lazarus, come forth!'He says that, who can say word.
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What we are first able to do, certainly able to dcgs
IS to beat down death within ourselves. Let us nc
believe that this has already happened when v
have a general hope beyond the grave. It becom
possible, howeveif we call death again and again
to be our companio.hat which many painters of
earlier times, that which Boecklin represents in hif
portrait of himself, that we should have deatlit =
beside us and make him our inspirérat is the .
way to release ourselves from him—and him fron®®
us.

“Death is the means in natusdiands by which
it may have the most possible of lif@his saying
of Goethe is beyond Buddisa’power to say
because it is only possible upon Christian groun J
It was spoken of the thousandfold dying of nature="""
It must yet be recognized in its meaning for thﬁr’-
inward life.When the last remnant of life has beer :
wrung from death, then death can really enter int

its rest. Death wishes to be the "friend” of man, n o wrest. the most ém life, we seek to live beyond appear

only when upon the death-bed he puts an end t0 t3nces keeping in mind the light behind both birth and death.
sorrows of life.

Mighty feelings of triumph are developed inthou and proclaim the kingdom of God,” one sees
man by death. He gives us concentrated power ofearly that He felt the living around Him to be
life. The enemyDeath, becomes our friend in Life. dead.The saying concerning the kingdom of Goc
To him who knows himself ready at any moments a call to life which sounds into the kingdom of
to pass overquite freely into the other world as the deadWe do not exist simply to continue to
soon as destiny calls, and who goes over the eamhist personally after death, but chiefly to conqugr
feeling: “During the next houthe bullet of a mur death. Deceitful appearances of life conceal de:Lh
derer may hit meThen, not because a human will,everywhere. Painted in the colors of life the de
but because a divine will enters into my life, Igo about in the worldAll this death, which we see
would throw aside my bogand go freely into the in countless forms upon the earth, calls for life]
other world: “to him death has become a “freeNhen we fill ourselves to the brim with the
death” in a higher sense than Nietzsche meant. Fsireams of life, when we go into the world as lif
him victory resounds throughout his life. For himitself embodied, then we shall rightly see this death
death and the transitoriness of this world are onlin its thousand changes of dress, and go to meet it
the means of gaining true life. He returns unconas the call to life.
querable to the earth, with an exalted feeling of Again we may look at East amdest in order to
freedom. awake to the greatness of our calling. In the East

All this slumbers in the depths of our meditationthey saw death with sublime clearness. In all the
We cannot gain these heights in life more certairbloom of life lurks the germ of destructiofhis
ly than when we unite ourselves with the vittor view of the awakened East is deeper than the vigw
will that makes Lazarus a JohWe see inwardly of theWest. But the will of th&Vest is more in the
into Christ, Who afterwards Himself broke right than the will of the East.
through death. In the East they wish to escape from the earth

But still more rests in our meditatiohVhen whose ruler is death. In th&est they wish not
Christ says, “Let the dead bury the dead, but gthemselves, but death, to be taken from the earth.
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But death is attacked by completely inai-
equate mean3hey fight with rejuvenat
ing methods and hygienéhey fight fee
bly with all kinds of attempts to tur
death asideThey will not face death, o
they push him away as long as they ca
To see what the East sees, to will w
the West wills, but to be able to do wh
East andVest cannot do: that is our mige
sion. '

It is an awakening of the dead algF
when in life we summon ourselves agal
to see in every man his spiritual bein
when we look through the form, the bea
ing, the words of a man to his real eg
Even for this is required more spiritug
power and unwearied will to life than w
can usually summon up in our lives. |
our meditation we shall grow into thij
will and into this powerWe shall then
experience that men feel for the first ti
that they are being rightly treated by us

We have reached a further height wh
we go with awakening power throug
nature.We see in it not death, but th Fresco, Fra Angelico (1395-1455), Museo di San Marco, Florence

spirit; not the earthly kind, but the divin<Ch < theAwakenerh Christ in Limbo . A
image; not what passes awayt a mes rist theAwakenerthe Ovetomey gives power to the living and the dead.

) ; Limbo, depicted as a subterraneartk fortess, suggests the dense phys
sage from higher kingdoms. Every plalical dimension fom which the Christed etheric &@s liberate the Spirit.
can be so regardetlVe shall not reach

this by a single resolve. In one single walk we camade. One should always draw near to ®dead
guess at it. But we can strengthen ourselves for this a mood of solemn restfulness, not with restles
and exercise ourselves in it, if at times we calWishes or in an egotistical mood, but in thankful
plants also into our meditation—Ilook at a rose, @ess that they have existethis will best come
lily spiritually, and listen for the revelation which about if one remembers the hours when one w
comes to us in them. If we then go out into natureyith them in quiet human friendlinesBhe basic
it will often be as if a rejoicing over redemptionfeeling ought to be: live peacefully there looking

passed through the world, as if the world around ugpwards. | shall fight my way through upon earth.

would become such as lives in the spiritual worldFFrom me shall naught come to thee but love, whig
as if we ourselves walked in Paradise. Christ is thieears thee up from below when thou art living
awakener of the deadMe ought to have the towards the light above. Only as good shall thi
courage to be this with Him as strongly as we carove be around thee. | will tell thee not of my trou

There is one sphere especially in which we mudiles, but of the joys which | have experienced, ¢
not let death have any influence—that of outhe spiritual good that has come to me. Such loy\
departed. Now we stand before a question which is like a bridge of light which we build to the dead
most often putWhat can we do for our dead in upon which we can come to them and they to us
meditation?... First of all, a feeling of community with them

Here some introductory remarks only will bewill arise. We shall feel ourselves near to them ir
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the night, when the noise of the day within us an™

around us is sileniVe shall wake in the morning Viewpoints

with the feeling as if we had been united with ther Man feels his own pain.

and had walked with them in high plac&keen we God feels everyone’s pain.

shall sometimes have the feeling of their nearne Man is selfish.

during the dayPerhaps when we turn our attentior God is love.

to this feeling, it will have already gone aw&ut Man sees the body.

the feeling that they help us is such a wonderft  God sees the Spirit.

enrichment of our life that even a few presenti Man sees the mortal.

ments of this kind change it whallWe learn to God sees the immortal.

know a depth, a nearness and beauty of fellowsh  Man sees effects without cause.

of which we had previously been unconscids. God sees the hidden causes.

unheard-of future for humanity arises before ou Man sees chance.

sight, in which life is passed in a working togethe God sees conscious purpose.

of the living with the dead, and of the dead with th{  Man sees actions contrary to cosmic law.

living. God sees souls blind to the cosmic law.
The opposite of this occurs in spiritualistic Man sees evil.

seances, sultryghostly and demonicThe medi God sees ignorance.

ums do not reach our dead, because they-the|  Man sees actions which have not yet come

selves pass into a lower condition of soul life, int to fruition.

a half-conscious or unconscious twilight condi|  God sees the cosmic records which bind men

tion, while our dead live in brighter fullness of life. to their debts.

Man sees injustice.

Thus the mediums come only into the kingdon e
God sees justice.

where are the sheaths which our dead have Ie
aside. Therefore they bring from thence only| Man remembers the past.

absurd phrases which tell us nothing, mixed pe|  God looks toward the future.

haps with memories of the past life, and vagu Mansseestachicvement:

imaginings. If we really reached our dead throug ol fises poiealiEl

these mediums, these egotistical questions a|  Man wanders blindly.

wishes for the dead would be only a severe distu  God has a purpose.

bance and injury to them in the tasks they no\ Man seeks pleasure.

have.There is indeed a way of questioning the el Sl

dead, but it is to send them our questions in perfe ~ Man sees himself as man.

quietude, as we go to sleep in the evening and God sees men as gods.

seek to feel on awakening in the morning thi ienn g, o bl X
answer that is in our soulall this should be in God says, “Open your eyes and see.

that pure sphere we have described above: “ | g —Elsa Glover
the door’

If we should succeed in feeling that death idbest selves live and work in our remembrance, W
nothing in respect of our friends who have goneshall have the experience of a higher form of fe
and that we live on with them as with people whdowship. We make no distinction between living
have not gone awayput have gone before us, soand deadWe know living who are dead, and deag
that we bear them in a pure world of life within ourwho are alive. Since we often feel the existence
souls, then we shall have the impression that iphe dead more purely and strongly than the-exi
this attitude we are helping them. Even when wé&nce of the living, we give to them actually the
can find no special relationship to them in detailspossibility of sharing our lifde awake the dead.
yet if we let their form, their look, their voice, their Our meditation helps us to this. [
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Lifeand Form

“Spirit in manifestation is dual; that which we &8
see as form is the negative manifestation of Spirg
— crystallized and inert. The positive pole of Spir
manifests as Life, galvanizing the negative Forrg
into action.”—Cosm®48-9 K

“Life gathers Form about itself and gains con &
sciousness theby"—Cosmo223

OM THE PERSPECTIVE of mate  §
rial science, form must precede lifef
before the latter can mysteriousiynac |
countably manifest. Howevethe stu .
dent of the occult, the scientist of Spirit, ,f ;

knows that Life ever precedes the Form and is r‘

being pre-exist the fOfmS in which they embOdYIn thls naive conceptlondm a 13th century Ench blble
Life as Truth antedates all Life’ externalized God the Ceator is separate @&m His ceation. The Cosmos
forms. As expressed in John 1: “All things were Shows the sun, noon and stars at the periphery (difficult t
. . . see in the copy) and inchoate earth in the ceiitee design
made by Him (th&Vord) and without Him was not bears a striking@semblance to an embryo in tiemb.
anything made that was made. In Him was Life
and the Life was the Light of men, and the Lightmative forces). His eventual ability to wakefully
shineth in darkness and the darkness comprehertdansfer his consciousness to this “soul body
ed it not.”To what does “the darkness” refer? It is(body in which the Ego may enter into the desir
the human brain as it is exclusively sense-orientesyorld; i.e. world of the psyche or soul—and
binding man to the world of ephemeral forms andvorlds above) involves a dissociation of the asp
blinding him to the reality of invisible causes. rant’s higher vehicles from the cross of the denge
The work of the spiritual aspirant is consciouslyphysical bodywhich continues to be interpenetrat
to concentrate and build his egies into expres ed and sustained by the two lower (chemical arld
sive forms that are more fully revelatory of higheiife) ethers.The point being that consciousnes$
life impulsesThe first step in this process consistsvhich identifies life with formper seis dead to
in the cultivation of the two higher ethers of thelife, for the phenomenon of mineral existence has
four-fold vital body (also called the body of for no inherent life. Life calls it to itself, inhabits it,
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wears it like a garment. Form (as discrete atoms) Life is not dependent upon any of these vital
does not create life in the Darwinian sense. Lifemotional-mental matrices for its being. On the
creates form. In the high language of Christ Jesusontrary we experience that which persists abov
teaching: It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesland beyond mental consciousness (as paradigmed
profiteth nothing (John 7:63). in the Cartesiarwogito ego sum—I think, there
Life may be described as that which is possessddre | am), and this experience is made possible
of the power to grow and move (Motion is thethrough the Christ impulse which confirms the
Third Person Emanation of the Supreme Beingeality of | AM, of authentic Spirit consciousness
and perpetuate its essence. It is ever abiding. Libove any forms or outpicturings thaAM may
invents and invests form in order that Spirit maytake. It is an embracing realization that defies arly
acquire experience, and experience develops cooonceptualization (which cannot but demote and
sciousness whose consummation is Self-identificaliminish its true nature)The tetragrammaton,
tion with/as God. (YHVH) the unpronounceable Hebrew name of
As the indomitable @e to grow residing in the Deity (Jehovah, third-Person God), was the -saff
germ of an awakened seed can break stone agdard of this identity and points to the transcer
raise boulders, so life is infused with, is itself, adence of Spirit-Being above all its outformings
divine impulse. It is light-directed, ever seeking tcand definings.
elaborate and raise the form it inheres in above andThe IAM is the Spiritual light-burst, the Love-
beyond its original confines. It is in the encountesuige of life-immortal. It is that which persists as
of formal limitations that the investing life, Spirit or Ego through any and all formal impress.
through the pain and defing incident to that Temporal man is inclined to set up home ir
stricture-structure, grows in awareness of itforms. But home is no less than divine consciou$
immanent divinity Form is the midwife, the para ness, consciousness of being in God as our souice
clete in the evolution of consciousness. Havin@nd true I-dentityHome is where we came from—
served its purpose, the form, the configuration ofiot in this earth life, but before the beginning whep
atoms, reverts to the dust (Chaeschg from God created Cosmo3here we were in Him as
whence it came, and the Spirit returns to ®dtb  that which was before the world was. Mortal maf
gave it. is a satellite, a moon circling the spiritual sun of
Be assuredAll is not vanity But living in form  his Self, his home. He is a planet, in the origing
thinking it is the seat and source of lievanity sense of “wanderér As a pilgrim journeying
and eforts founded on this delusion will prove through the wilderness of Form, the Son of Man
vain. Vanity derives from Latinvanus meaning hath nowhere to lay his head.
“empty,” and truly form is the empty crucible in Form crucifies consciousness into dyings
which the life impulse, through the gimg fires of rebirthings, enlagings.Again and again the Spirit
experience, undgoes successive heightenings ofof man dies to itself and wakes into a space-tinme
itself in degrees of consciousness, is burned intoody The stress and defing imposed by this
interior recognitions and learns to detach from altontraction and eclipse of spirit-consciousneds
the forms through which it plays, realizing them,quickens spirit into a remembrance of its tru¢
one after anotheas mediums, masks, and modesature, as distinct from the form in which it finds
of self-confrontation and self-enlightenmehhus, itself. Spirit Self says, | am none of these things;
not only is the dense physical bodgt the life die to this lower life. | find no enduring value in
(including the physical universe which is its extenand therefore dispossess myself of the desire [to
sion); nor is it the vital forces sustaining the bodyacquire material riches, temporal powers, social
nor yet is life identical with the wishes, feelings,distinctions, even personal excellencEse evolv
passions, and emotions expressing through thaig Ego is able to say with tigostle Paul, none
body; nor again are our thoughts our life, the ideaf these things move me.
of who or what we think we are. At this juncture man may align himself with
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purpose and &rt beyond the personal reflex, with  Yet the Spirit of Truth is ever ready to be
the lager Plan dkecting his entire life wavelhe invoked, to redescend, and may and will illuming
dedication of what faculties and eges he has all who call upon it and are ready to receive it.
evolved to the unfoldment of planetary conscious Thus, to venerate the form, rather than the liv
ness constitutes a Self-finding, a fulfilment of hising, evergiving spiritual force creative of all form,
larger being as that exists in the planetary mind a6 to abstract consciousness from the creative, liy
Christ. Here we appreciate the virtues of childlikang present and to deny spiritual impulse access o
pliancy and receptivityWe nourish and encourage our immediate awareness.
those impulses that maximize our usefulness to ldentifying exclusively with form always intro
human needWe are at once amenable to goodduces an element of division and potential conflict,
influence, wisely impressionable, while we arefor form is finite and relativewhen then humans
spined by a will fused in the fires of assert the priority of one system of truth o
instructive pain and hardshiplrhe collectivity of persons over all others
smoke and sparks generatag physical and mental mental civil
self-willed living disperse. war ensue.
We become purer the The only solution to the
flame burns quieteclear dilemma posed by formal
er. Fear engendered b ism is to adopt the attitude
the anticipated loss of that recognizes form;%
life is overcome becausg always as contingent ah
we do not locate our life the formative (i.e., life}
or living truth in the impulse, as therefore seg
forms through which ondary and at best partial.
they manifest. Fear iso One posits the invisible
lates consciousness an& living impulse as primary
rigidifies our knowing fae With regard to truth, it is the
ulty; that is, it formalizes Spirit of truth that is true, not
experience.To a degree this the letters carrying the weigloff
process is healthy and necessary its overt form. Consciousness is poised
But forms imprison consciousness &7 girth of Angels to receivethe living truth from whatev
well as impart truthWhen we regard er quarter it may make its entry into our
form as primary and determinative, we live in dfield of awareness. Prejudice to human form is bt
cemetery (whether plotted out for people, feelingsa part of the mechanism of intoleran¢ée same
or thoughts) where we reverence the historicitprocess works with respect to ideas, when the
and mere literalness of phenomenon. validity of a thought is judged on the basis of it$
Life enters into the forming body of what will be mode of delivery or the presentecharacter rather
a sinner or a saint and in time it leaves that bodyhan on what the truth within speaks as ong
Spiritual impulse playing down through the facul receives the outward exposition.
ty of mind as it works in brain matter through the If, as we continually difm, mankind is a unity
reflecting ether fashions truths that are a thirdh Christ, likewise must truth have its source in th
remove from their living sourc&/hen the creative same OneTruth, even as the Holy Spirit (The
act is accomplished the winged power lift§ wwf  Spirit of Truth) gives it manifold expression.
descend again or elsewhefae form it inspiresor ~ In man, feelings, thoughts and perception
engenders retains, for a time, the mark of vital corfounded on physical realitiga toto make up the
tact with living truth and vibrates with authentichuman personalitywhose nature is to wax and
force. But without renewal, the formitelevance wane from moment to momenthe moon is a
and potency declines. symbol for the personality as it gathers light an
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increases in the youth of earthly life, comes intd@od, for flesh and blood did not reveal this to him|.
full ripeness and then decreases in diféater Yet Peter struggled with his literalist tendency: H
years. But the moos’light is borrowed, reflected. was the dependable rock. But the well-meanin
The wordpersonalityderives frompersona ljter-  disciple was at times too solicitous for the oute
ally, to sound through)which was a face mask person of his Masteso that he would not def
worn by Greek actors who would speak througlinarm done Him, f@etting the Spiris invincibili-
that guise or appearand&hat sounds through is ty and that forms may and must be rendered up apd
the inner being whose life creates and animates osacrificed that the light of the Spirit may grow
worldly being.That is the true light, the Sun of our stronger and brighter: “The oftener we die, the be}
Individuality, our eternal life which takes on now ter we live.” Individually we too, like Petemay
this, now that human fornThis is the Light that tenaciously hold on to the form through which life
lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  truth, and beauty manifest, equating the forme
The pathos of the Christministry on Earth as with the latter as if, with a change of form, the
He worked out of the Jesus body was that He assential qualities are diminished or lost; whereas
life incarnate walked as a stranger among men. Hae contrary is the case: Life is ever recreating,
was known only as the Nazarene. It was said dfansmuting its outwardness to more closely and
Him, “Is this not Jesus, the carpentson of correctly convey its essential divinity
Joseph, brother of Simon and Juda and James]t is helpful to recur to Pad’injunction: Be ye
whose sisters we know? How can this be which heot conformed to the world but be ye transformefd
professes—that He is the Son of God?” So it is thdtty the renewing of your mindAs our thoughts,
a prophet may be without honor in his own counfeelings and words ganize themselves along
try and in his own familyMeaning?That there is lines of higher vibrational patterns, we attune our
that tendency in each of us to minimize the valubeing to the love-wisdom that is the creator (jf
and be blind to the divinity in both ourselves andhese thought-feeling patter’Slways the aim is
others, in part as given by the phrase “familiaritynot to possess the form, but to so atone and attune
breeds contempt”; that is, we reduce the being of@urselves with its formative source that we rais
person to what we know about and can readily diour spirits to the abode of living Spirit and are
cern in them, judging by appearancé&e forget invested with its light and power
and ignore the infinite possibilities of Spirit-being In the light of our understanding, what may we
in each human and restrict awareness to formahy about death? From a higher plane it is the con
concerns and eye assessments. fining of life enegy in a form: Incarnation is
Thus it is said of the Pharisees (historical anthcarceration. Seen from below (from the physical
contemporary) that having eyes, they see not, armdane),death is a release of spirit-being from mate
having ears, they hear nétnd the Light shone in rial captivity resulting in the experience of libera
the darkness of the sense-oriented, form-basein, birth into finer spheres, ex-stasis.
consciousness, and that darkness comprehended iAs spiritual aspirants we move from outer
not. If Christ lives not in the hearts and minds oflirectedness to innglirectedness, from Pharisaical
men, neither exists the Life beyond fortnsmug formalism (which heeds the letter and kills the
pronouncement, always in vogue with the fooliskspirit) to true Christian openness and compassign
wise, declares that God is dead, which is absui(the “soft heart” suerswith). We ever more clear
since God cannot die, nas we know it, can He ly understand the separative tendencies inherent
be born.The assertion projects a state of innem purely formal consciousness and wgeupur
poverty exposes a consciousness that is unawaselves to live out of the living impulse of spirit-
of, or dead to, Godret God is there, making the consciousness, out of love, which integrates pafr
life and vain negations of the godless possible. ticulars into their original unitary context, which
Peter was commended by Christ Jesus for peheals and makes whole. O
ceiving His true identity as the Son of the living —C.W.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Spirits

Nature

ERE and there i
his writings
Max Heindel %
gives us som
information abou
nature spirits, the little beinc
with whom he had such inte .
esting experiences. P 8
Nature spirits include ethen. =
beings related to the four el f’fx ; "
ments. Gnomes and elves, /.,
Fairies, are earth spirits. '/ /
Undines, which inhabit stream. =
rivers, lakes and oceans, aveter

that play such an immensely
important part in the world'fé
work are unknown save, toga
few so-called dreamers. :
At the summer solstice tHe
physical activities of naturé
are at their zenithTherefore
"Midsummer Night" is the
great festival of the Fairies
who have wrought the mater
ial universe, nourished the
cattle, nurtured the grain and
are hailing with joy and thanks
y giving the crest wave of force
spirits. Sylphs, which dwell in the mists abo.." (G which is their tool in shaping the
moat and moor and generally in the atmosphe.., ~ ' flowers into the astonishing variety of
are air spirits. Not much is said of salamandersgdelicate shapes called for by their archetypes and
fire spirits, lagely because they are least easilyn tinting them in unnumbered hues, which are the
seen by people who have “second sighAt'the artist's delight and despai®n this greatest of all
bottom of some fireplaces in Europe one can seerdghts of the glad summer season they flock fror
salamander carved on an iron plate. fen and forest, from glen and dale, to the Festiva
Most people now regard folk stories as superstof the Fairies.They really bake and brew their
tions, but, as a matter of fact, one endowed witktheric foods and afterwards dance in ecstasies |of
etheric vision may see gnomes building greejoy, the joy of having brought forth and servec
chlorophyll into the leaves of plants and giving tatheir important purpose in the economy of nature|.
flowers the multiplicity of delicate tints which At the time of theWinter solstice, the Christ
delight our eyes. Gnomes also cut the crystals iBpirit is born into the earth and commences to fef
minerals and make the priceless gems that gleatitize the millions of seeds which the Fairies nur
from necklaces and golden diadeMé&thout these ture that we may have physical food. But man shgl
lapidaries and metallgists there would be no iron not live by bread alondhe work of the Fairies is
for our machinery nor gold for finery and art work.important, but it fades into insignificance com
Gnomes are everywhere and the proverbial bgeared with the mission of Christ who annually-ro
is not busierTo the bee, howevgis given credit vides the spiritual food needed to advance us uppn
for the work it does, while the little nature spiritsthe path of progress. Nature has work to do and
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requires work of all who would justify their exis or sit on his shoulders knowing he has delight i
tence and continue as part of .HEmis applies to watching them.

plant and planet, man and beast, and to the FairiesA friend of mine told me he was half aslee
as well.They are busy folk and their activities arewhen he saw a little gnome on his book shelf ip
the solution to many of nature's multifarious mys Toulouse, FranceThe gnome wore sandals. His
teries. bright eyes shone like diamonds. He had rosy

Some people who can see Fairies say that thepeeks, a small mouth and well-built little body
are about a foot tallThey look like beautiful Then he stood up and slid down the shelves.
young people (about 15 years old) and they are One day another friend of mine was returning
evidently sweetheartsThere are usually several from work. She was very tired. She left the free
together When they are not painting flowers andway and was driving on a narrow road in the cour
beautifying everything possible, they can be seetmyside.After having passed over a small bridge
laughing and talking happilytheir arms around she felt like stopping and taking a rest. She sat ¢n
each other's neck$hey like to slide along leaves the grass near the bridge and, to her surprise, ghe
or tree branches much as children do in.pléwey saw a Lady GnomeThe creature seemed aboul
can appear as both boy and githey seem to be two feet high. She had e features, including a
dressed in shining drapery that clothes them moking nose. She looked very old and serious. She
attractively Their bodies look delicate, graceful, closely resembled the many illustrations o
and almost transparefithe Fairies work under the gnomes that artists have painted to illustrate- chi
direction of Great Intelligences. Some people refedren’s books.
to nature spirits aBevas but Max Heindel gener My friend said, “I decided not to move and t
ally eschews Eastern terminology stay as long as she remained.” But the La

Fairies stay in warm countries in the winterGnome answered her as if she could read her
because plant growth is slow or arrested in colthoughts: "Don't worrycome back tomorrow after
climates at this time so they have no work. work. | will be here again.”

A few years ago, a lady asked Elizabeth Kubler The next day my friend saw the Lady Gnome 3
Ross to come and see her garden. Elizabeth Rabe same place and felt very happy to think that the
commented on the beautiful ros€be lady asked, Lady Gnome liked her
"Is that all you see’?Vhereupon she took a picture How can we make friends with the Fairies?
of a flower chosen by her visitor who was startled First, one must develop his finer vehicles, fof

—+

to see on it a graceful lady Fairy Fairies live and can only be seen in the etheric part
Corinne Heline, in conversation with a Fairy of the physical world. One must be unprejudiced.

has this to say about angel wings: There must be no hatred, malice, or envy in the
“The pictures of Fairies that | have seen showeart. One must be willing to treat everyone as he

Fairies with wings, and you have none.” wishes to be treated himselfhis is the most
“There is no one in our Kingdom who hasimportant requisite.

wings,” the Fairy replied. Max Heindel has a wonderful story about a very
“What gives artists the impression that Fairiesick little girl who came to Mount Ecclesia with

have wings,” asked the writer her motherDuring the night he took the little girl

“It is our duty to help purify the air for man asto the World of the Fairies where she saw thg
we go about our work," replied the Faifpnd as Queen of the Fairies.
we move and breathe, we send out sweet-smellingWe know that there are invisible agents behind gll
air that leaves our backs at the shoulders and thisanifestations of nature—intelligences of varyin
force coming from us has the appearance of wingsdegrees of consciousness, builders and destroygers

Some people have seen Fairies with sick-chi—who play important roles in the economy o
dren.As many as twenty Fairies of all sizes gathenature. Until these agencies are recognized apd
around the bedl'hey might climb over the child, their functions are studied, we can never have an

22

RAY S 02



adequate conception of the way nature forcesanals in the eapointing in the three dimensions
work, whose outward &fcts we call heat, electric of space ZQ&A, p 207). In theCosmo-Conception

ity, gravity, chemical action, etc. Max Heindel explains the relationship between the
arrangement of these semi-circular canals and the
SYLPHSAND UNDINES process that leads to fourth dimensional conscious-

We learnedly explain how heat from the sumessWhile height, width, and depth are the dimen
evaporates the water of the rivers and oceansionsof space in the physical world, there is in the
causing it to ascend to the cooler regions of the a@thers what we may be called "thoroughness." It
where it condenses to form clouds which finallywould seem that nature spirits and elementals haye
become so saturated with moisture that they-gravhis fourth dimensional consciousness.
itate to earth as rain to replenish land and sea andwith etheric sight we may look into and through
begin the cycle again. It is all perfectly simple,a mountain.With an etheric body such as pos

a neat automatic sessed by nature
perpetual motion 4 & . spirits we may walk
process. But is that 3 through the hardest

all? Are there not a
number of gaps@?_-jﬁ,_.-
in this theory?A &7
fuller explanation ==
requires knowing
about the semi-
intelligent action
of the sylphs who
lift the finely k.
divided vaporized :
particles of water ¥ type of ether they
prepared by the ™ specialize. The
undines from the surface of the sea and carry thebodies of gnomes are made principally of th
as high as they may before partial condensatiochemical ether and therefore they are of the earth
takes place and clouds are formddhey keep earthy; thatis, one never sees them fly about as fdo
these particles of water until forced by the undinethe sylphsThey can be burned in firdhey also
to release thenWhen we say it storms, battles aregrow old in a manner not so greatlyfdrent from
being fought on the surface of the sea and in theuman beings.

air, sometimes with the aid of salamanders to light The watery undines and airy sylphs are alse sup
the lightning torch of separated hydrogen and oxyject to mortality but their bodies, being composed
gen and send its awe-inspiring shaft crashingf the life ether and light etherespectivelymake
zigzag through the inky darkness, followed bythem much more enduring, so that while gnomgs
ponderous peals of thunder that reverberate in tlte not live more than a few hundred years, undings
clearing atmosphere, while the undines tqinant  and sylphs may live a thousand or more year
ly hurl the rescued raindrops to earth that they magalamanders, whose bodies are principally -con
be again restored to union with their mother eleposed of the fourth or reflecting ethare said to

granite rock. Ig
offers even lessg
resistance than doés
air to our progress
here. 3

Nature spiritss
have diferentz
grades of cong
sciousness, corré
sponding to thé
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ment. live many thousands of years.
Some people call the undines the sea Fairies and
the sylphs the air Fairies. THE WAR OF ELEMENTS

It is stated in the Rosicrucian literatutet the The consciousness which builds and ensouls
faculty of space perception is connected with théhese elemental bodies belongs to a number of
delicate adjustment of the three semi-circuladivine hierarchs who are thereby gaining additional
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experienceThe forms which are built of matter CONSTITUTION OF THE EARTH
and thus ensouled have attained a degree of s¢

consciousness. During their life they have a sen

of their own transitory existence and it is to thei R\
rebellion against this state of things that the war ¢~ ™ T B
the elements, notahlyire, air, and wateris due. 7 LP O

Fancying that they are being held in bondage, the / sl “AtEs
A [ €D
. 2

-
-

seek liberation from the leash by force, and havin
no sense to guide themselves, run amuck in
destructive mannemwhich at times brings about
great catastropheslT'he consciousness of the
gnomes is too dull to take the initiative, but the
not infrequently become accomplices of the othe
nature spirits by opening passages, which fav
explosions in the rock.

Bacon remarked that nature and Godedibnly
as the print and the seal. Nature is the visible-syr
bol of God, though today we are too apt to think c
nature as self-generating and self-existing. Back ...
every force (electricitymagnetism, and expansion
in steam) and form (mineral, plant, and animal) redng udders are being relieved by the sucking cal
ognizedby the physical sciences is the activity ofThe earth feels the delight of having yielded Rouf
Intelligences. Nature spirits build the plants, formishment for its progeny of forms, this delight
the crystals of the rock, and with numerous otheteaching its culmination at the harvest time.
hierarchies, create and maintain what werglire. On the other hand, when plants are torn out

the roots, it is patent to the occult scientist that th

THE EARTH SPIRITAND EARTH FORCES earth senses a sting of pain. For that reason he d

What does th&€osmo-Conception tell us about not eat the plant foods which grow under the eart
the constitution of the Earthld the occultist the In the first place they are full of the earth force an
world is far from being "dead". On the contraty  deficient in sun force, and are additionally oi
every nook and crevice is permeated by spirisoned by being pulled up by the rocthe only
which is the leaven that causes changes in amception to this rule is that he may partake sp
upon the planeflo the trained clairvoyant sight of ingly of the potato, which originally grew on the

Diagram 18

If.

e
DES

Ll J

r

an advanced Initiate, the earth appears to be budltirface of the earth, and has only in comparatively

in strata, somewhat as an onion, one layer of streecent times grown beneath the soil. Occultis
tum outside anotheas illustrated by th€osmo’s  endeavor to nourish their bodies on fruits whic

Diagram 18The properties of the 6th and 7th stra grow toward the sun, because they contain more pf

tums, as described by Max Heindel, are relevant tine higher sun force, and have not caused the e
our subject. pain.

The sixth or fiery stratum is possessed of sensa It might be supposed that mining operation
tion. Pleasure and pain, sympathy and antipathyould be very painful to the earth, but the revers
have here their &fct on the earthThe occult sei is the case. Every disintegration of the hard cru
entist, as he watches the harvesting of the ripgauses a sensation of relief and every solidificatig
grain and the gathering of fruit from the trees in thés a source of painWhere a mountain torrent

autumn, or the plucking of flowers, knows thewashes away the soil and carries it toward the

pleasure experienced by the earth itself. It issimplains, the earth feels fre&here the disintegrat

rth

lar to the pleasure felt by the cow when its bursted matter is again deposited, as in a bar outside the
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mouth of a great rivetthere is a correspondg
ing sense of uneasiness.
As sensation in animals and men is due
their separate vital bodies, so the feeling
the earth is particularly active in this sixt
stratum, which corresponds to tkiéorld of
Life Spirit. To understand the pleasure fe
when mining operations are disintegrating tiie =
hard rock, and the pain when deposits gatie®
we must remember that the earth is the de
body of a Great Spirit, and to furnish us wi
an environment in which we could live a
gather experience, it had to crystallize t
body into its present solid condition.
As evolution proceeds, howeyeand man
learns the lessons pertaining to this acme™®a - : :
concretion, then earth will become softer and  for their collective acts. Nature Forces are the gen
its Spirit more and more liberatedhis is what eral agents of such retributive justice, causing floods,
Paul meant when he spoke of the whole creatioor earthquakes, or the beneficent formation of oil qr
groaning and travailing, waiting for the day of-lib coal for various groups, according to their desertg.
eration. The Manichees, an Order of still higher spkitu
The seventh or refracting stratum of the eartlality than the Rosicrucians, are at present studying
corresponds to thé/orld of Divine Spirit. There the problem of good and evAn idea of the con
are in occult science what are knowrnrag Seven dition anticipated when humanity is in the Jupitef
Unspeakable Secrets. For those who are néeriod may be gained from a short resume of the
acquainted with these secrets, or have not at ledsgiend of the Manichee$here are two kingdoms,
an inkling of their import, the properties of thisthat of the Light Elves and that of the Night Elves|
stratum must seem particularly absurd andhe latter attack the formeare defeated and must
grotesque. In it all the forces, which are known tde punished. But, as the Light Elves are as-thor
us as the Laws of Nature, exist as moral, or rath@ughly good as the Night Elves are bad, they can
immoral forces. In the beginning of the consciousot inflict evil upon their foes, sthey must be
career of man they were much worse than at preunished with good. Therefore a part of the king
sent. As humanity strives toward higher ideals anddom of the Light Elves is incorporated with that of
improves morally these forces become corre the Night Elves and in this way the evil is in time
spondingly less inimical to man, while any lapse irovercome. Hate, which will not submit to hate
morals has a tendency to unleash these Nature Forcesst succumb to Love!
and cause them to wreak havoc upon the earth. We are now approaching theitumn Equinox
The forces in this stratum are thus, at any timegnd the Christ light is beginning anew to permeate
an exact reflection of the existing moral status ofhe Earth. Moreovemwe are at the crest of a new
mankind. From the occult point of vietihe "hand millennial wave of spiritual light and lifewWe
of God" which smites a Sodom or a Gomorrah i&now that those who wish to walk in the light of]
not a foolish superstition, for as surely as there i€hrist must also learn to generate that ligttis
individual responsibility to the Law of Consequencewe may do thanks to the the One who is odr
which brings to each person the just results of hiEarth’s indwelling Spirit,Whose life as a human
deeds, whether for good or evil, so is there alswas given that all humans and their planet migh
community and national responsibilityvhich  have abundant life. O
brings upon groups of men corresponding results —Danielle Chavalarias

-ou] ‘suonealgng Janod ‘alkoq preyory Aq uonensny|

~—+

RAYS 02 25



MYSTIC LIGHT

Petitionary Prayer

HE GLORY of petitionary prayer is

its demonstration of mas’'free will.
Its shame is its domination by the
baser emotions of fear and greed. It
tragedy lies in its irresponsible use.
Man does not live in isolation but in a particula ﬁ 37
environment, similar to a child in a schodhere '
are always some aspects of the environment whi
appear to resist or impede each regbgress and

the individual and has been chosen before thy
incarnation to serve as an impetus to improvemer|'-'-'
However this is the point at which a person usual’ g 2
|y bllndly resorts to peutlonary prayd'ke a Chlld Watercolor (c. 18160-20), Wi\:lliam-lglake, Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge
appealing to his teachers, parents, or friends. The Third Temptation of Christ

As in the case of the school child, théogfto “All these things will | give to you=-Matthew 4:9

) - God always gives what we need; the devil gives what we wa

overcome environmental resistance can not onl

e ot or are tempted to want—for a diprice, which we pay later
be along legitimate channels similar to an appei.

for extra tuition but can take unpleasant formspecomes increasingly attuned to Godill.

such as domination of others, similar to a child The assistance or obstruction of the environme
cheating in his workThe great test for legitimacy is indicative of each masgood and bad actions in
in both cases is the reaction of the environment. the pastThe consequences of bad acts have va
the environment turns helpful, the method wagus levels of resolutiorThe most negative is to

legitimate but if the environment increases its-hos‘suffer” the consequences, that is, passively undgr

tility the method used was illegitimatéhe safe  go the process of adjustment. Other levels of-res
guard is again on similar linedll methods used |ution vary with mental attitudes and the ability to
by the child must be in line with school educatioriearn needed lessons, while the most positiy
policy and all petitionary prayers should bemethod is adjustment through service to othe
aligned to t_he Iaw_“'_l'hwvlll be c_zlone.” using the cleansing power inherent in the applicg

Conformity to Divine Law still leaves plenty of tion of the Great Commandment “Love thy neigh
room for free will. Just as the extent of the clsild’ bor.” Using this principle, many legal court sys
choice of subjects increases as he progressestéims have introduced community service as g

school, so also the free will of man increases as h&piation for minor denses instead of fines or
progresses spirituallymainly because his will imprisonment.
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The consequences of good acts can be channe
in a host of ways, thereby giving the best opportu
nities for man to develop and express his free wil
Unfortunately there is a craving for material ben
efits, shown most clearly in every form of gam
bling, including the purchase of lottery tickets anc
the playing of slot machines, all of which are
forms petitionary prayers.

Under karmic lawsometimes expressed in the
form “nothing can came to you that is not yout
own,” these petitioners ignorantly and wastefully
draw of their own assetsThey should seriously
think about Solomos’ choice of wisdom when
asked in what form he would like his assets (a
related in 1 Kings 3:5-14 and also in 2 Chron. 1: 7
12). The scriptures specifically mention that
Solomon could have chosen long life, riches, famé
honor or the removal of enemies as channels fc
the same assets he used to get “an understand
heart.” The bible story goes on to state tha
Solomons choice of a higher channel brought
about an overflow into lower channels so that h
was also given the riches, hon@nd long life
which he had not asked fdfven today it happens
that a MotheiTeresa, whose assets have made he
an example and a symbol of spiritual benevoleng
at its functional best, is also given a Nobel priz
representing honor and riches.

The emotional atmosphere in which a peti
tionary prayer is made is of the utmost importance
It is the focussing of strong feelings which creats
the channel to highgspiritual realms and bring
down an answeformal, mechanical prayers have
no efect simply because there are no links forme
to spiritual forces. Petitions should correctly be
made with positive feelings of optimism, gratitude
for the opportunitya determined courage to over
come obstacles, and a readiness to take the-init

The prayer for the desire body is, "Lead us
not into temptation." Desire is the great tempter
of mankind. It is the great incentive to all
action, and in so far as the actions subserve the
purposes of the spirit, it is good; but where the
desire is for something degrading, something
that debases the nature, it is indeed meet that
we pray not to be led into temptation.

Love, Wealth, Power, and Fame—These are
the four great motives of human action. Desire
for one or more of these is the motive for all
that man does or leaves undone. The great
Leaders of humanity have wisely given them as
incentives to action, that man may gain experi-
ence and learn thereby. They are necessary,
and the aspirant may safely continue to use
them as motives for action, but he must trans-
mute them into something higher. He must
overcome with nobler aspirations the selfish
love which seeks the ownership of another
body, and all desires for wealth, power and
fame for narrow and personal reasons.

The Love for which he must long is that only
which is of the soul and embraces all beings,
high and low, increasing in proportion to the
needs of the recipient.

The Wealth, that which consists solely of
abundance of opportunities to serve his fellow
men.

The Power, that alone which makes for the
upliftment of humanity.

The Fame, none save that which increases
his ability to spread the good news, that all who
suffer may thus quickly find solace for the
heart's grief.

—Max Heindel
The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception

tive and foge new pathways within the pattern of
God's will.

gradually be supplanted by positive attributes t
Unfortunately any positive attitude in prayer is the point where petitionary prayer is not needed
exceptional, the dominating attitudes being Regaall, and one no longer cries in the dark but walks i

tive, especially those of fear or greed. Many-peathe light.

ple make their most fervent petitions only when in  The simplest and most common problem arisin
a state of abject feaan attitude not conducive to from irresponsible petitions is the postponement ¢
spiritual progress because it increases the feelimgeded lessons in liféhe difficulties return again
of helpless dependencilegative attitudes must and again until resolved and usually each time t
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confrontation is more painful. It is similar to anresults are sometimes dramatic, giving a sense rot
unpaid debt coming back for settlement, with fur only of relief but also of personal power (a tell-tale
ther interest added each time, or like postponesign of danger). Sooner or latenowevey the
medical treatment, needing progressively mor@evitable environmental reaction causes such |a
drastic measures tofe€t a cure. In most cases, flood of troubles and ditulties that the person is
difficulties are best resolved as and when thegverwhelmed and often seeks more of the wron
arise so that petitionary prayer should always aimmeans to obtain another period of temporary relie
at direct resolution or alternative actions to settl@he problems will continue until the bitter lessor
the problems once and for all is learned that wrong means
A somewhat amusing per distort even good ends and
sonal efect on the habitual that the environment (embody-
petitioner (whether in robes of ing karmic law or God Will) &
not) is his disposition to creat¢ is the judge of what should ér
an admiring circle of depen should not be none.
dents among whom he fung All petitionary prayer repres
tions as the authoritative charg sents the first stage of mard
nel to God. He gets more o approach to Godrlhere is ar§
less brainwashed by his co intense need to contact higler
tinual demands to God td spiritual levels for reassuranée
assert Himself in His own uni 8 and confidenceWithout thisg
verse and arbitrarily interfergi orientation to higher goals,
with its workings.The result is man realizes he will be lot
that, in turn, the petitione amidst the distractions, temp
feels fully justified in interfer [ tations, dificulties, and probg
ing with the lives of thosef&igs lems of the material world. Sb
around him and sees it as | : e he begins being highly vocal,
sacred duty. to rearrange oth Onder Conditinofthe gateterson —] making petitions which in
_peopl_es afairs to his own sat ity, Christ Jesus gives what appears to be tr;Q_elr nat_ure create and main
isfaction. Of course he doeighestorm of petiionary prayer: “Not my will tain a distance between man
this by petitioning God to but thine be done.” In fact, His wds ae notan and God. His praise and thanks-
attend to the details and ver@ppeal butaesolution and an affirmation.  giving are also vocal, often
generously gives God full credit for the entire epermade with the vague hope that his grateful appr
ation. However he seldom fails to remind the ciation will bring the response of further favors.
recipients of these favors of the key role played by Gradually he transcends this self-created barrigr
him and the need to be grateful for his arduous, pr@and becomes aware of the nearness of @tkn
tracted, self-sacrificing labors on their behalf.he begins to “practice the presencas’the mystics
There are various grades in this categaapging put it, non-verbal contact prayer replaces verbal
from the endearingly simple “I'll pray for you” ized petitions, praises, and thanksgivingse
crooners to the fulminating, conversion-bent, hotransition is not sudden, it takes place by gradua
gospelers who stride about in an authoritarian-fasly increasing communication by “contact” and
ion figuratively jingling the keys of heaven and hellgradually decreasing communication by “peti
carried in their pockets. tion,” until the time comes when no more petition$
A more dangerous situation arises when illegitineed be made and praise and thanksgiving blepd
mate means are used, deliberately or ignoratatly into a state of silent awareness which sponta
obtain benefitThe most reprehensible method isneously radiates its natural characteristics of spirj
the use of spiritual force to dominate others, evetual joy and fellowship. O
if this is done with good intentionshe immediate —C.E.S. Gunasekera
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FROM MAX HEINDEL’'S WRITINGS

But One Thing
| s Needful

05¢

'iS‘tiau R

HIS EVENING we will take
the magnetic needle as ot
subject of meditation, for it has
a lesson of supreme impor
tance in our spiritual cargea
lesson which it behooves every faithful-fo
lower of the Mystic Light to take earnestl
and prayerfully to heart.
The magnetic needle is made of me1
which has an inherentfafity for the lode
stone, namelysteel. Other metals are bt |
indifferently afected, if at all, but when =
steel has once been touched with thedoc| - &
stone, its whole nature is changed. It h& %
become alive, as it were, imbued with i
new force, which we might describe as
constant yearning after the lodesto
which once kissed it. Needles made
other metals, and unmagnetized steel
be put upon a pivot and they will stand
any balanced position wherever they &
placed, they are passive to whatever forcc™ - .
is applied to them from without. But the needle The worldly forces from W|thout may be exerted
which has been touched by the lodestone resisig, various ways to divert his interest and attentior|
and no matter how often or how severely we pushut every particle of his being yearns for God an
it away from the magnetic position, as soon as this always turning in that direction, ufedted by
force exerted against it is removed, it will instant the world of drifting listless meWhatever else he
ly revert and point toward the magnetic pole. may do in the world (because it is absolutely-neg
A similar phenomenon is seen in the life of theessary to take the proper part in the werldork)
Christian. Once he has felt, thoroughly felt, in hisvill be done because it is right and dutiful to do sa
being the love of the Fathdre is a changed man. but with his whole being he yearns towards th
This article is the text of a talk originally given by Max Father whose LOYe’ Whos? I?elng, and. WhOS('
Heindel in the Rosicrucian Fellowship Chapel (Pro-  Force has drawn his solib him “But one thing is
Ecclesia) in early 1915. It is not contained in book form. needful’—his Fathés love, and his everyfeft is
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directed to win His approval. There is in the unswerving devotion symbolize
When we turn from the earth to heaven, we findby this magnetic needle one of the greatest apd
almost identical conditions there. Everywheranost wonderful lessons for those who have se¢n
through the great firmament millions and billionsthe mystic light and who aspire to the privilege o
of miles, yea, infinite apace, is filled with march guiding others who have not yet found the path.
ing orbs that move with a velocity which beggard.et us realize that to do this, the first, foremos
comprehension by the human mimkt. the time and the greatest prerequisite is that we shal oyr
when we entered the Pro-Ecclesia the stars were selves have become firmly grounded and rooted $0
a certain position, but during every moment sincéhat we are not disturbed by worldly changes goin
we have been here they have changed and they are about us—whether the clouds of doubt, skepti
now changing with every tick of the clock—all butcism, or persecution be cast about us by others, |or
one. Among all these countless stars moving atvhether they seek to ensnare us in blinding fogs pf
such an enormous speed, there is one that asher doctrines.
changeless, one that always occupies the samdt behooves us to hold fast to that which is goo
position—the North StaNo matter what time dur yea, even though life were the price we have
ing the day or night, during summer or winterpay, we must imitate that faithful needle, as th
from birth to death, when we look up into theship founders and settles to its watery grave;
heavens, that star will be found always in the sanmaust continue to point to the one goal of all, “Ou
place.Whenever it is visible to our eyes or by theFather in Heaven,” never swerving to the right o
help of a telescope at any time, it will always beo the left, no matter what may condes the nee
found to occupy the position which we speak of adle that has once been touched by the lodestong is
“North.” impregnated with a yearning after that changeless
Now mark the phenomenon of the changelesstar a yearning which does not cease, even though
needle, always pointing towards the changelessfinds a watery grave, a yearning which lasts unt|l
star and consider the connection between thertihe last atom of its being has been dissolved by the
and the lesson there is for us in this phenomenoaction of the elements, so also must we, if we afe
The magnetic needle is not a faieather follow really and truly yearning to be competent guides to
er. It does not matter whether it rains or shinespthers, continue with unswerving devotion on the
whether it is calm or stormywhether there are path which we have chosen, looking neither to the
fogs or clouds. Under all circumstances the magight or the left but fastening our eyes upon that
netic needle points with unvarying fidelity towardschangeless star ahead “Our Father in Heaven,” [n
the North starUpon this great fact the mariner Whom there is no change neither turning. For gs
stakes the property and life of himself, his grewthe slightest deviation upon the part of the magne
and his passengerBhough the sleet and the rain,ic needle in the compass would befisignt to
snow or hail may beat in his face, almost blindinglash the mariner upon the shoals or rocks of a dgn
him and making it impossible for him to see thegerous shore, wrecking both ship and lives, so
front of his ship, yet so long as he can see thaiso, if we swerve from the path we have once chp
faithful needle he knows that he is on the righten we become stumbling blocks to others who afe
course, he knows that it will never swerve, thatooking to us for guidance and example, and thejr
even though the ship should founder and find &ves are on our heads. dTwhom much has been
watery grave at the bottom of the sea, that faithfugiven, from him much will be requiredWe have
needle will still remain in the same position, peint received much from the teachings of the Eldgr
ing to the changeless star until the very last atofrothers, the mystic light has beckoned us o.
of its being has been disintegrated by corrosion. May we realize the great responsibility that w
Therefore he trusts implicitly to this faithful have by our example and our lives to faithfull
guide as he “lays him down in peace to sleeguide those seekers with whom we come in contalct
rocked in the cradle of the deep.” to the haven of rest and refuge. [
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READER'S QUESTIONS

Pearls Are Not Whiter; Capital Punishment;
Alchemy and the Garden of Eden

“PEARLS ARE NOT WHITER”

uestion | have searched my Bible quite
iligently but nowhere have | been able
o find the quotation relative to the
whiteness of the dead dsgeeth men
tioned in the Cosmo-Conceptiorby
Max Heindel.Will you please tell me where | can
find it?
Answer: Max Heindel was not quoting from the
Bible when he related the incident to which you

One held his nose, one shut his eyes, one
turned away

And all among themselves began aloud to say:

“Detested ceature! he pollutes the earth and
air!”

“His eyes ae blear!” “His ears are foul!”

“His ribs are bae!”

“In his torn hide thee’s not a decent
shoestring left!”

“No doubt the execrable cur was hung for
theft!”

refer In a second edition of some of the early Then Jesus spoke anddped on him this
poems of Jacob Balde (a Jesuit priest and professor saving weath:

of eloguence in Ingolstadt, Germanwhom
Heindel describes in theosmaas writing acrostic

messages in Latin lyric verse under Rosicrucian

inspiration), printed in 1646, you will find the fol
lowing extract, which is a part of one poem:

One evening Jesus lingel in the market
place

Teaching the people parables of truth and
grace,

When in the squarremote a aywd was seen
to rise

And stop with loathing gestes and
abhorring cries.

The Master and His meek disciples went to see why, and when a man has been executed does

What cause for this commotion and disgust
could be:

And found a poor dead dog beside the gutter
laid,

Revolting sight! at which each face its hate
betrayed.

“Even pearls ae dark befoe the whiteness of
his teeth!”

This poem is based on a tradition preserved by tf
Mohammedan poet Nizamrhe tradition may be
found in Zwemels The Muslim Christpage 148.

Max Heindel made an extensive study of ancief

religions and during his research he doubtless cog
I

tacted the poem extract quoted or else the origin
tradition.

RosicruciaN VIEWPOINT ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Questiont Do the Rosicrucians believe in capi
tal punishment and if so, please state the reasa

come under the law of infant mortality in his nex{
life and die as a child the same as victims of-acg
dents?

Answer: The Rosicrucian teachings are never ij
conflict with the Christian religion and we know
that according to the doctrine of Christ the pHnci

e

L

ns
he

RAYS 02

31



ple of retaliation, “an eye for an eye, a tooth for aloes not attend to the panorama of his life which
tooth,” is absolutely wrong. Moreovefrom the reviewed just after death—does not reap the frui
occult standpoint, there are other good andi suf of his past life.
cient reasons why capital punishment is emphati When a person is executed, the shock, amger
cally the worst possible manner of dealing with aesentment he feels and the horrors of the who
dangerous man. proceeding deprive him of the peace and quiet ne
So long as such a man is in the physical body éssary to the postmortem review so that he will n
is easy to restrain him and put him in a place whembtain a record of the life just endddherefore this
he cannot do society any harm, but when we hargck will have to be provided by educational work
or electrocute him we actually set him at liberty inn First Heaven (higher Desiorld) after he has
the DesireWorld where it is possible for him to died as a child in the next life, as described in oy
influence others to a much greater extent than heliéerature where the law of infant mortality is
and such people who are a menace to society agplained.
not slow in finding out their possibilities and tak
ing advantage of thenThey enlist others who ALCHEMY AND THE GARDEN OF EDEN
have a grievance against the community to do their
work by inciting them to wreck buildings, commit
murder and rape on a ¢gr scale, or perhaps grati
fy personal grievance against some enemy by ta
ing his life. Thus one murder will &ct a number
of other crimes if the é&nder receives capital pun
ishment. Answer: The Garden of Eden actually existed. I
On the other hand, if the murderer is imprisoneavas and is the Etheric Region of our physica
to insure the safety to the communityis possible earth, and mankind consciously dwelt thérkis
that during the years of his life in such an instituwas in the time known as the Lemurian Epoch
tion he will change his view# great many pris when man was not fully aware of his dense bod
oners do repent of their crimeBhen, when they and his consciousness was focused almost entiré
are released from the physical body and enter the the spiritual world, particularly in the Etheric
DesireWorld at death, they are no longer a menacRegion.
to society and will not have an evil influence upon He was banished from this region on account g
others. his contact with the Lucifer spirits, who taught him

Biblical Garden of Eden and the laboratory of thg
%Ichemists, namelythe spinal cord? Did the

arden of Eden have any actual physical existen
in any particular part of the world?

For these reasons capital punishment is reallyow to exercise the creative function independent

subversive of the purpose for which it is meted outy of the angels, and in that way provide bodie

Question Is there any connection between th¢
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It does not act as a deterrent to others but actuallyhen they had been lost, and lest he also learn the

fosters crime, so that even apart from the fact thaecret of vitalizing his vital body at will and thus
the practice of retaliation is absolutely wrong andrustrate evolution.
that we have no right to take a life which we-can The work of the alchemist in the spinal cord ig
not give, and apart from the consideration of thentirely different. This work consists of the
fact that at times the wrong man is found guiltyalchemical process of kindling and lifting up
and executed for a crime he never committed whilthrough the spinal cord to the head that part of th
the real murderer goes free, capital punishmemtreative force now being used for the generation
should be abolished to reduce crime. bodies.When this force reaches the head it wil
Referring to your question as to whether a-murunite with the other half of the creative force
derer who has been executed will have to die asvehich in the past was lifted up to build a brain an
child in the next life we may answer yes. JForlarynx. When this is accomplished man will be

according to the law of infant mortalitanyone able to speak the creative word, imbued with lif¢

who dies under violent circumstances—so that hand vibrant with vital engy. U
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

Songs of Initiation

OTH THE PSALMS and the Proverbs
of the Old Testament were used in al
number of ways in the magnificent
Temple ceremonials. Howevethey
were neither read nor spoken, but were
sung or chanted, and were usually accompanied |
the graceful rhythms of the sacred daridee aspi
rants were taught that sound, or intonation, was t
emanation or blessing from God, the Father; th
harmony was the emanation or blessing of th
Cosmic Christ; and that rhythm and rhythmic motio
were the emanation or blessing of the Holy Spiri
Thus it was that the threefold power of the Hol
Trinity was expressed in alemple ceremonials.
The Psalms express various degrees of spiritu
atta_lnment:The Nlnety-.flrs.t Psalm is a song of pro In a dream (1King531-15) Solomon asks God for a “discern-
tection. By its use the disciple was taught how t0 floojng heart,” pleasing his Grator who granted him wisdom.
his body with pure white light of such power that no
harm could touch it, by repeating again and agaiGlory shall come inWho is this King of Glory?”
the powerful dirmation of protective security: “A The answer to the question is that the Lord is tHe
thousand shall fall at thy right side and ten thousaniding of Glory; but the aspirant understands that thi
at thy right hand, but it shall not come nigh thee.” also refers to the “Chridd/ithin,” for every man is
TheTwenty-third Psalm is one of promise. “Thouspiritually made in the image and likeness of God.
preparest a table before me in the presence of mineln our writings we have referred many times ta
enemies."These enemies are not merely persondhe glorious processionals which take place withi
enemies who wish us ill; they are also the more darthe inner realms and which are led by the Chrig
gerous enemies that exist within oneself—wrongHimself. Those who are worthy are permitted tg
thinking, false appetites, and uncontrolled emotionsyitness these processionals and sometimes to tgke
especially the destructive emotions of fdaatred, part in themThis, howevercan never be until the
malice and the coarser desires of the unregenerat€tirist is awakened within the aspirandwn nature.
personality And so it is that this psalm of jubilation carries twg
“Thou anointest my head with oil” (the awaken meanings: the joy that is known when the Chrig
ing of the spiritual agans in the head). “My cup Spirit has entered into the heart of the disciple, arn
runneth overSurely goodness and mercy shall-fol the recognition that by this event he has becon
low me all the days of my life, and | shall dwell inworthy to stand in the Presence of our supreme Lo
the house of the Lord [spiritual Law] forever Christ Himself, while he hears the jubilant cherus
The Twenty-fourth Psalm is a Song of Jubilation:ing of Angels: “Lift up your heads, O ye gates, ang
“Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and the King othe King of Glory shall come in.”
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Proverbs and Ecclesiastes the lower feminine has been lifted up through pur
The Proverbs, as used in the anci@rhple, were and aspirational living.This term, “lower femi
powerful healing mantramsThe occult scientist nine,” refers to the emotional nature as still held i
understands that the human body is composed siibjection by the sense life, and in bondage te se
certain groups of gans which are known as mas ish aims and purposes. In most ancient writings the
culine, or positive, and other groups known as-femhuman “soul” or “spirit” (ego) was called feminine,
inine, or negativeThe former are under the ruler and thus the lower aspect of the soul nature was
ship of the brain and cerebrospinal nervous systertermed the “fallen feminine” which must be lifted

The latter are under the rulership of the heart and thg and redeemed.
sympathetic nervous system. In the early Church the cantillations of Proverbs

It is the inharmonious interaction of these twowere used principally on Sundays between the
systems that causes most disedsethe disciple Winter Solstice (Christmas) and the Spring Equinok
progresses spirituallythese two systems are (Easter), this being the most favorable transmuta
brought into ever closer harmord perfect rela tion time of the year and the most holy of seasons.
tionship between the two systems is known as the The rhythmic dualism of Proverbs, which playg
attainment of Balance, or Polarity in the spiritualupon the dual currents of the soul body and the two
sense, and with it the body becomes impervious teerve systems, is clearly discernible in many of it
diseaseThis is the secret of the perfect bodies-posverses. For example, consider Proverbs 14:1; 15:20;
sessed by the Masters\WWisdom and high Initiates 19:26; 6:20-21:
who have risen in spiritual stature above and beyond
disease and death.

Proverbs say truly“Wisdom hath builded her
house, she hath hewn out her seven pill@msd for
the ready and eager disciple the injunction is given:
“Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine that | | . :

his motheris a son that causeth shame, and

have mingled.” .
It is because Proverbs and Ecclesiastes are espebrlngeth eproach.
My son, keep thy fathercommandment, and

cially the textbooks of illumination thatisdom, i
" L : ) . forsake not the law of thy mother:

personified as a feminine being, figures sgédy in : . . .

; , . S o9 Bind then continually upon thine heart, and tie
their pagesWisdom is the feminine principle of them about thy neck
God, while Understanding, as used in Proverbs, is '
the masculinewisdom is the inflow of cosmic rev The Song of Solomon—AMystic Marriage Chant
elation, but Understanding is achieved through rea The wordShebameans seven, and Shebabm
son and initiatory workTherefore Proverbs opens ing to Solomon constitutes the preparation for the
with the command: “Get wisdom and understandsoul delights of the Mystic Marriage, which is the
ing.” This is really the keynote of the entire work.spiritual motif of the Song of Songs.
Solomon repeatedly declares th&fisdom is the For those whose eyes are open to the true mean
principal object of the quest. ing of the Quest, this ancient legend of Sheba and

It is significant that the esoteritemple music Solomon contains many hints as to its purpose arrd
was both masculine and feminine, and was playetthe preparation necessary to its successful cenclu
upon instruments attuned to their respectiveion. Solomon, theNisdom-Seer had found the
rhythms. For thélTemple aspirant, the cantillation Way and had learned to walk therein, preparing far
used in Proverbs was designed to play directly upatime future embodiment of that One who was to come
the two chief currents which flow within the ethericas a more complete and perfect demonstration pf
body Thus the musical theme of both Proverbs antthe Way, the Truth, and the Life."This sublime
Ecclesiastes may be termed polarity and equilibriunfSong of Songs,” attributed to Solomon, sings in it$

The perfect Balance between the two poles of thespired measures of the preparation and/\ag
human spirit can never befefted, howeveruntil In this song the alchemist-author has expressed

— =

U

Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the
foolish plucketh it down with her hands.

A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish
man despiseth his mother
He that wasteth his fatheand chaseth away
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The two poles of spiritual being were recognized
in all ancienfTemple teachings, and they were sym
bolized in the two columns or pillars which stood
before the MysteryTemples.At the entrance of
Solomons Temple stood the two pillars Jachin ang
Boaz, together symbolizing Strength and Stability
and also Beauty; they are also known as the two
Columns ofVictory. Always the candidate must
pass between these two pillars in his search for
difn i Light, the Light which is in the East.
e Solomon$ mystic Song is a poetic and allegorica

delineation of the steps or degrees which lead to the
development of Cosmic Consciousness, partly evi
denced in seershipThese degrees, sometimeg
termed “veils” in the early Mystery Schools, are
seven in number and are enumerated thus:

First DegreeThe Quest

Second Degreé:he Awakening of Love
(the Mystic)

Third DegreeTheAttainment of Knowledge
(the Occult)

Fourth Degree: Detachment

Fifth Degree: Unification

Sixth DegreeAnnihilation

Seventh Degree: Consummation

T
Ew, f
| e g

- Sophia (Widm), Celsus Library, Ephesus
Divine Wsdom, or Sophia, is depicted as awnedAngel.
The Logos is above HéMary and the Child a to Her right The exultant note which is sounded in King

and John the Baptist is to Her left. Sophian iconography issolomons Song takes form in the lovely words
especially pevalent in the Russian Orthodox tradition. repeated so often throughout: “My beloved is min
allegory the formula for making the Philosopher and | am His,” while the phrase which completes th
Stone.The story itself is quite simple. It tells of chant, “and he feedeth among the lilies,” is descrif
King Solomon who, upon visiting his vineyard ontive of the Path which culminates in the divine
Mt. Lebanon, comes by surprise upon a faiConsummation.

Shulamite maiden. She flees from him. Later he vis This ultimate cosmic blending of the two poles o
its her disguised as a shepherd and wins her lovBpirit which constitutes the Mystic Marriage is rep
after which he comes in state to claim her for hisesented in the verses with which St. John opens |
gueen.The poem opens with a recital of their mar Gospel: “TheWord was with God”; and its music
riage in the royal palace. accompanies every verse of Solonsoiveautiful

The Song of Solomon has two principal characmarriage song.

ters, one masculine, the other feminifide first Veiled, for him who is not yet ready to essay th
bears the nam&helomah(peaceable), the second Quest, under the likeness of a tenderly human loye
Shulamith(perfect). It is significant that both namessong, the Song of Songs is to the illumined a+evs
are variations of the same root word, the terminoldation from the very Holy of Holies, wherein he
gy varying to indicate the gend&hulamithis the stands in the Light Eternal, now no longer seen “gs
feminine form ofSolomon In the English transta through a glass, darkly but with transcendent
tions the two characters cannot bdaliéntiated as clearness, “Face to Face.” O
they are in the Hebrew —Corinne Heline
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ASTROLOGY

On This Firm Basis

IME BRINGS to human beings the The beating throb of the living force of love
blessed experience of age. It is in thigoulses throughout the universe along clearly
later part of life that we take time to defined lines of spiritual laWw he strong are to help
look back over the years and perceivahe weak, the parent give to his child, man share
the character tablets, or monumentswith his brother nation interdepend with nation.
that mark the passages our lives have taken. F@he trine in astrology denotes the strength of pog
some of us there is even the quickening mirror afessionThe square denotes the weakness of unde
astrology to note these indicators more clearly velopment. Even in these shadowy symbols of lifg

Astrology with its meaning-filled symbolsges we find represented this “give and take”@bd’s
us to pause and carefully examine the materiailsorld. For example: in the aspects of Urasgsare
incorporated, and the height in structure, of each ad Neptune and of Jupiter trine to Neptune there is the
these symbolical markers. Here, beside a welcommon bond of Neptune. Such dear and precious
trodden highway of ong’life, may be found a communication may be likened to the breast of ja
pyramidal monument noted in astrology by a trinenother bared to the lips of her child, the handclagp
(A). Here, at the turn of a twisting wilderness trail,of a friend, the round-table discussion of nations
may be found only a crude, foundation squae (  This is astrologys deepest use and meaning. It
And yet, because we are speaking in symbols dfue value is in aiding us to perceive more clearl
life itself, it is promised that on this barren, four the competence, the grace, théeohg contained
cornered base may also rise a ftaged trine, or in a trined, or pyramided, trait of charact€hus
human flowering, on four planes of living physi may the skilled qualities be consciously and -will
cal, emotional, mental, and spiritual. It is in humarfully bent in service to the needy character attrib
striving, seeking, yearning to build a trine, or pyrautes represented in the square—teaching, rurtdr
mid of characterfrom such a beginning base to itsing, disciplining.
crowning point, that constitutes the mystery and
meaning of life.

A child is born. His astrological chart is drawn.
The truly wise and loving parent, peering into this
mirrored reflection of the newyoung life, must
learn to look as eagerly to the presence of these
foundation squares as to the accomplished trines.
The trine tells of a rich inheritance built in past
lives and carried forward to the present to be And again, it is just as necessary to be aware pf
polished into scintillating clarity by acts of loving the priceless substance of life incorporated in the
service.The square relates to a need, a search fanfolding foundation trait represented by a squar
sustenance, or materials, with which to markidere in this seemingly unrewarding aspect i
the growing possession of yet another ray oontained a quality of questing and learning. In
mankinds many-splendored being. there is signified an objectivityan acceptance, a

vJ

~

They are such tiny feet
That have gone such a little way to meet
The years which are required to break
Their steps to evenness and make
Them go
More sure and slow.
—Geoge Klingle
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To the Heavens above us
O look and behold

The planets that love us
All harnessed in gold!

What chariots, what horses
Against us shall bide

While the Stars in their courses
Do fight on our side?

All thought, all desires
That are under the sun,
Are one with their fires,
As we also are one:
All matter, all spirit,
All fashion, all frame,
Receive and inherit
Their strength from the same.

(Oh, man that deniest
All power save thine own,
Their power in the highest
Is mightily shown.
Not less in the lowest
That power is made clear.
Oh, man, if thou knowest
What treasure is here!)

AN ASTROLOGER’S SONG

Earth quakes in her throes,
And we wonder for why!
But the blind planet knows

When her ruler is nigh;
And, attuned since Creation
To perfect accord,
She thrills in her station
And yearns to her Lord.

The waters have risen,
The springs are unbound—

The floods break their prison,
And ravin around.

No rampart withstands ‘em,
Their fury will last

Till the Sign that commands ‘em
Sinks low or swings past.

Through abysses unproven,
O’er gulfs beyond thought,
Our portion is woven,
Our burden is brought.
Yet they that prepare it,
Whose Nature we share,
Make us who must bear it
Well able to bear.

wo9'99eds ‘auoldan] aor Aq e adeds

Though terrors o’ertake us
We’ll not be afraid.

No Power can unmake us
Save that which has made.

Nor yet beyond reason
Or hope shall we fall.

All things have their season,
And Mercy crowns all!

Then, doubt not, ye fearful—
The Eternal is King—

Up, heart, and be cheerful,
And lustily sing:

What chariots, what horses,
Against us shall bide

While the Stars in their courses
Do fight on our side?

—Rudyard Kipling

childlikeness. In this likeness to a child there lies donelier and seemingly silent roaélong it travel

power to aid in bringing a clarity and a glint ofthe sad and muted hearts of the seemingly mother
glow to the more mature qualities of the trineless, friendless and fgotten ones. Howevett is
which it touches in a common bondithout this  perhaps on this lonely road that we are brought {o
experience, or opportunity to serve, the pyramidahe desperation and humility that bends a knee fo
attainments would take on lack-luster rather thapray “Thy Will be done.” Can it not be a mark of
the touch of gold. It is in such radiance that mathe need to search for a more tenuous material
reaches toward heaven. fulfillment? In such loneliness human perception
Sometimes there is also mirrored in an astrolognay be sharpened to understand the compassior
ical chart the reflection of some childlike fourda
tion mark, or square, which seemingly stands —a patient love which holds each day anew,
alone. Nowhere in quick sight, or common bond, is Faith in Thy children, Lord, through faith
a helping trine or sextiléhis, the bare base of an in Thee. O
unfinished trait of charactedoes indeed mark a —M.B.
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ASTROLOGY

Revelation

HAT IS REVELATION? The
religionist asserts that revelation
is to be found only in the great
Scriptures of the worldThus,
the Christian declares that theg
New Testament is an unchangeable and unalteralf
revelation, given by a Divine Being—"The Son of}
God"—and that other systems are more or less fe
lacious. The Buddhist maintains that the Grea
Teacherthe Lord Buddha, was spiritually enlight
ened, and that His teachings were a Divine revel
tion. The Hindu proclaims that Lord Krishrsa’
teachings are a distinct revelation through thg
divine avatar of the will of the Supreme. Others

Qil on canvas, Guido Reni (1575-1642), The Vatican

elation. The Zoroastrian states that his Prophe caint Matthen and the Anadl
“Knew the Truth; He was inspired and reVefr’ll_EdTher:xrtist givesa visually literal rendition o?divinere\/elation.
God’s purpose to man.” So does every religion
declare itsTeacher to be the best exponent oferved the believers in each particular revelation @s
Divinity. Thus there are many religions and appara certain foundation of moralitizachTeacher lays
ently multifarious revelations. down for the younger souls committed to Hig
Yet it is possible to sum up religion—if we eon chage a certain code of ethics and morals applica
sider it from the life and not the form side—inble to their particular state of development, thig
these wordsThe Soul is immortal and an evolving code being regarded by its adherents, more or leg
entity. God is GoodAs a man sows so must heas direct and binding, its force depending not o
also reap. intellectual thought and reason, but on the autho[r1
These basic ideas form the real nucleus arounty of the Teacher who was presumably Divine
which all so-called revelation is built uphe rev  and therefor&new (as first-hand knowledge) that
elation is one and the same, though to each rawéich He taught.
and nation the outer form and presentmeriedif Thus it must be apparent that so-called “revela
The ideas, precepts, and ethics given by inspiretbn” was a body of ethics and philosophy giver
Teachers dfer in order to meet the needs of thethrough diferent “Divine Men” or Elder Brothers,
nation and race to whom each revelation is givem order to mark out as it were a path for a human
as a means of directing and guiding its evolutionty not yet suficiently evolved to rely safely for
The scriptures of the world, the bibles of the racegjuidance on its own reason or intuitidknd the
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object of religion, presumahlis to ren [
der progress more rapid than it wou
be if the race were left to experien
alone in matters of right and wron
faith and belief in the Divindeacher
causing the man to try to follow Hi
precept.

Authoritative religion with its code of#4
morals was a necessity for our n
humanity—which was but at its begin}
ning, in an infantile stage, and ma
blunders would be made and mar-y
blind alleys entered; for in that age ()
vague gropings primitive man was onl
driven by the lash of his animal instinc
and passions, and possessed no expy!
ence to guide or reason to restra
Notice the diferent codes of ethi Fo g A _, T e
inculcated in the Law of Moses and i~ Die Bibel in Bildern, Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld (1789-1853)

the Teachings of the Nazarene—th The Prophet Daniel
sustenance needed for the child is- v:Paniel read the divine writing on the wall. An astrologer reads stellar char-

ueless to the man, and so the religi&c.tersmsmbed on the sphere of the heavens, as reflected in a horoscope.

suitable for a young race would be practically-usewithin. Conscience is one form of revelation
less when that race had by successive incarnatioBeme call its voice the voice of God, and if by th
evolved reason and self-control. they intend to convey the idea that it is the inbor

Many an action that would undoubtedly be axperience of the Ego, striving to guide aright it
step backwards for us today was a step forward f@resent personal manifestation, they would not he
the earlier races. In fact, our best of today will bdar from the truth. For conscience may be consi
our evil of tomorrow for we are slowly evolving ered as moral intuition, and we are wise when we
out of the human nature into the divine, and ouseek to obey its guidance, for this reason—that,
saints and sages of today have been but savageslthough not an infallible guide, it is the best w
the pastWe are living in this world, and treading have.And if we act according to its dictates, w:
the longascent up the mountain called Experiencegrow, even by our mistakes; for the mistake itsel
in order that the divine may develop. But it is asupplies the needed experience, and thus we gain
fatal mistake to make any so-called revelation aoth strength and wisdom.
binding force on the soulMe should not swathe At our present stage of evolution a horoscop
the limbs of a race with the old bands of the pastnay be said to be a revelation; though there aje
Many sublime truths give the scriptures of th€ew Daniels today who can read “the handwritin
world an eternal value, but many of their preceptapon the wall.” Some astrologers believe Daniel’
and ethics are useless to our present civilizatiomterpretation of those hieroglyphics to have been
and we make religion and regulation a clog and reading of a natiog'destiny in the national horo
hindrance rather than a help if we are so orthodoscope. If a Daniel came to judgment today upo
that we cling to a form which the life has outgrownthe national horoscopes, some strange revelations

No outer revelation can take the place of thevould be given to the world....Christ came to reveal
inner, and as the soul draws nearer to its divinéhe doctrine of Universal Love, and His secon
source, it seeks experience from within, knowingoming is thought to bring a revelation of Universa|
that true revelation is the revealing of the GodVisdom, so that both wings of the true interpretgr
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or revealerMercury may be given to the aspirantwill admit them to the portal of wisdom on this

who is ready to receive the new revelation. line, I would recommend them first to discover
To many there is no such thing as revelation, bwvhat their own nativity has to revedl/lhen they

simply an evolution of matter devoid of spirit, andhave sought self-knowledge, with a view to elimi

by those at present no revelation can be receivedating their own special weaknesses, and by $

other than the slow process of the unveiling ofloing have developed their own character an
their inner deeps through experienal. Teachers striven to evoke tolerance for the failings of others

who come forth from time to time must echo thehey will then awaken to a true recognition of the

words of theTeacher of Christianitywho said, law of Karma, which will enable them to find
“He that hath ears to hedet him heaf many a revelation in the horoscopes of others |

However apart from any religious revelation, which they can give that help and advice which Wi:L

what kind of revelation can we find in the divineforward the evolution of these people to an exte
science ofAstrology? Enough to give rise to deepthat could scarcely be reached by any other meal
and prolonged reflection. | have said that every Astrology is a revelation of Gaosllaw Each soul

horoscope is a revelation, and a few momentss born at the right moment to bring it under the

thought will convince my readers that this must béaw and harmony of the heavens, and the revel
so, and that all that is necessary is the Dani¢gion of Gods will regarding each soul is to be
whose inner vision is sfifiently opened to inter found in each individual horoscopghis may be a

pret the Divine message it brings to every soubold statement to those who are still held by orthg
born into the world. For a horoscope is not only @aoxy within the narrow limits of convention and
revelation of the possibilities of the Ego, but also #digotry, but, nevertheless, it is true that “Each
guide and milestone which markd tdie progress mans life the outcome of his former living is,” and

the Ego has made in its evolution. only those who earnestly and unselfishly seek fo

To some students, a nativity reveals much; t&now theWill of our Father in heaven can in any
others, very little, and sooner or later we shall haveray understand what a wonderful revelation ever
to realize that astrologers are born, not madéworoscope becomes.

Indeed, no one can be a competent astrologer who'Y e are not bound, the soul of things is sweet
does not take into account the evolution of the Eggvery soul is making for perfectioAnd therefore

and the development of the soul. One astrologédre who would truly find his guiding star must seek

may look at the nativity and from the rising signby the light of revelation in his nativity the courseg
alone reveal more than another who studies tha life he should pursue; for in every natus is sure
whole nativity Every planetary position and aspecty seen the line of least resistance and the quicke
is indeed a revelation, though few competenivay of progressThus man may know himself and
astrologers will reveal all that a horoscope discloshow he may best unfold his divine powers; for ir
es. In some horoscopes, the destructive force israality there is one divine life given as a seed fa
prominent feature, in others the possibility of ahe life of man, that seed growing in matter by
saint, humanitarian, or genius is suggested. Butraincarnation, the infolded power becoming i
wise astrologer is discreet in his judgment, for itime and space the unfolded power—Man ma
him lies the germ of prophecy; and if he can rais&od. Revelation is ever being given in one form
himself towards that higher part of his nature andnothey but progress, after all, comes from “living
subdue his lower and personal self, he may fit hinthe life” rather than by studyf we seek to over
self to become a helper and servant of humanity come separateness and strive for ynitg shall
Perhaps some readers will be anxious to knolwecome as those who try to “do the will of the
how this is accomplished, and also willing, | hopeFather in Heaven,” and we are assured that th
to make the sacrifice which is necessary to fishall “know of the doctrine”—that is, they shall
themselves to become one of the waldeal experience the Divine Revelation. O
helpers. Should they therefore ask for the key that —Bessie Leo
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ASTROLOGY

Cured by Angelic 213
Visitation

DITOR'S* NOTE: A. M.
Davidson, one of our Englist
students, sends us the follow

ing account of the miraculous Dorothy Kerin 1500
ure of Miss Dorothy Kerin of ¥ London, England : I
London who had been bedridden for mai13 Nov. 28, 1890 5.23r W13

years sufring from advanced tuberculosi 8:20 AM
and kidney disease. She became blir
deaf, and dumb, and was at the point 57
death, when suddenlthrough a vision
with warm healing hands, she was curt
and has been well ever since.

As our friend has sent us her figure, w
think it may interest our readers to kno
what the stars have to say Y13

In this nativity Sagittarius 13 is
Ascending, with Sun, MercuryWenus and the influence will be obtained.

Dragonsrail. The sextile of Mars t&/enus and Mercury gives
Jupiter the ruling planet, is Sextile to Mercury fortitude to the mind, thus helping tofsét the sin
and the Sun, and Mars is SextileMenus.Thus we ister influence of SaturriThe Moon, which is the
see that this is a very gentle, idealistic and lovablether significator of mind, is in the Mercurial sign
character but Venus is in conjunction with the Gemini, trine to Uranuslhis accounts for the evo
DragonsTail which has a Saturnine influence, andution of the supenormal faculties of which we hear
both Mercury and/enus are square to Saturn; hencén the history of this case, and the conversion ¢
it is inevitable that much sorrow and faufing will  these latent faculties to dynamic powers are also pr

come in to this life and cloud it with gloom. saged by the trine of Jupitethe planet of

Wherever Mercurythe significator of the mind, is Benevolence and Idealism, to Neptune the planet
afflicted by Saturn, the planet of Obstruction, thereSpirituality; and by balancing these testimonies, w
is naturally a gloomy condition and a tendency teee in this young woman a soul of a gentle, kindl
look upon the dark side of life. But we can nevelnd idealistic nature whose latent spiritual facultie
judge any thing in a horoscope from one configuraare nearly ripe, and almost ready to be convertg
tion; all aspects must be considered in their bearingto usable powers under the proper stellar impact
upon any subject and thus a synthesis, or balance, ofWith respect to the health, it is recorded that she
*This article appeagd in the October 191Rayswhen Max ~became dlicted with tuberculosis, also that she lost
Heindel was the editoHe analyzes the patiestiooscope. her sight, hearing, and speethe Sun and Mercury
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are in the sign Sagittarius close to the nebular spot Following is the history of the case, as given by
called Antares, and the Sun is in opposition toour friend in England.
Neptune.This is the cause of the weak sighhe Many there are who refuse to believe there is ar
twelfth house indicates the restrictive influences irsuch thing as a “miracleThey are probably right, a
life, and when Mercurythe significator of sense, is miracle is not supernatural; it is merelsually an

there in conjunction with the Sun, as is the case iactivity of supephysical forces which are not yet
the present horoscope, we have a limiting influencanderstood by the world in general. Such “miracleg

which afects the hearing. occur constantly in connection with the patients of

It is curious to note that Neptune, the octave ofthe Rosicrucian Fellowship— probably every déy
Mercury, is in the sign Gemini, ruled by Mercury the truth were known. But of the many extraordinar
and in opposition to the Sun and therefore it helps thappenings which have thrust themselves upon
awaken the spiritual hearing which is also recordedkeptical world of late years, probably none is s
in connection with this caselhis configuration well authenticated or has received so much attentig

would not have been able to do this alone, and thees that known on this side of the “herring pond” [the¢

hearing obtained would have been of an undesirabktlantic Ocean] as the “Kerin miracle case.” On
nature, but it helps the configuration of the MoonSunday 18th, Februar912, Miss Dorothy Kerin,
trine to Uranus, whiclopens up the supeormal who had lain for some years bed-ridden fesirig
faculties as already stated. from advanced tuberculosis, kidney disease, an

Taurus rules the throat and larynx, but Mercuryatterly, from blindness and loss of speech, with
governs the air which stirs the vocal chords. Here wemperature sometimes rising to 105, was sudden
find that Taurus is on the cusp of the sixth houseand completely cured by an angelic visitation.
denoting sickness, andenus the ruler is on the The following particulars were supplied by her
Ascendant in conjunction with the Saturnine influ mother:
ence of the DragosTail, which also dficts Mercury “A strange fact in the recovery is that for a few
by its conjunction, hence the weakness of the vocalays immediately before it, Miss Kerin appeared t
organs, and the consequent loss of speech is indickecome rapidly worse than ever she had been in t
ed by their square to Saturn. Neptune in the sigpreceding five years of her illnegsfew days before
Gemini, which governs the lungs, in opposition to theshe had lost both hearing and sigie did not think
Sun, is responsible for thefladtion of tuberculosis. she could live through the dayly husband and I,

It would seem almost impossible that one so-soravith some other friends and relations, were gatherg
ly afflicted could ever be healed, but on Sundayround her bed about 8 p.m. on Sundaypecting it
February 18th, 1912, the clock of Destiny struck théo be her deathbed. She suddenly gave a great si
hour of her reliefAt that time the progressed Sunand we thought she was gone. But with a wonderf
was 28 degrees of Sagittarius; it had thereforsmile which none of us can everdet, she stretched
passed the opposition to the radical Moon and wasut her arms and held them out for a few moment
sextile to Uranus at birtfThis is an influence under Then she lay still for awhile.

which a sudden turn of a beneficial nature might be “Presently her lips moved, she stretched out h¢

expected, but the planets alone cannot bring therms again, and then drew her hands over her ey
about. always smiling in that wonderful, unearthly way
The Moon, or lunation, is the minute hand on théHer terrible weakness, due to tuberculosis and di
clock of Destiny and on that very day the New Moorbetes, had made her almost a skeleAmal then we
occurred in 28 degrees d@fquarius, trine to the saw a miracle before our eyes. She looked at us,

Moon and Uranus at birth, and sextile to the-proeyes at first squinting and then becoming quite nat

gressed Sun; this was a very powerful occult influural in expression. | asked her: ‘Dgliyo you know

ence. On that very day Jupitére ruler of the figure me?’

also transited thascendant; thus there were a num *“Of course | do mummy We were all amazed.
ber of most extraordinary influences to account fo6he then sat up and cried, ‘I am to get ghe

the miracle which then took place in her recovery seemed to be under some mysterious influence.
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“Y ou cant get up my darling$aid I, ‘you are too AN A| | r
weak.' But when we brought a wrapper she swung egO y

her legs from the bed and walked about. She was muchl leaned from the low-hung crescent moon ang
calmer than we were. One man present was a prgrasping the west pointing horn of it, looked down
fessed atheist. He fell on his knees and sobbed aloudgainst the other horn reclined, motionless, &
Miss Dorothy Kerin, interviewed in her motfer Shining One and looked at me, but | was unafraidgl.
presence, said concerning the healingsidh”: “It  Below me the hills and valleys were thick with
seemed like great golden flame above me, with twbumans, and the moon swung low that I might sge
hands stretched out, warm hands, and a voice spokehat they did.
saying: ‘Dorothy your suferings are over; get up, “Who are they?” | asked the Shining One. For
you can walk.’And then | could see and walk andwas unafraid.
am well. I am sure it is a miracle.” Her doctor would And the Shining One made answer: “They are the
not believe it when he was informed but had t&Sons of God and the Daughters of God.”
admit, upon examining her next dahat she was | looked again, and saw that they beat and tram
entirely free from gganic disease! pled each otheGometimes they seemed not to knov
The case is so thoroughly well authenticated as timat the fellow-creature they pushed from their path
be absolutely indisputable. Miss Kesrpathologi  fell under their feet. But sometimes they looked &
cal condition was vouched for not only by her reguhe fell and kicked him brutally
lar medical attendant, DNorman, but also by the And | said to the Shining One: “Are theyl the
St. Bartholomevg Hospital, St. Petes Home for Sons and Daughters of God?”
Incurables at Kilburn, and other institutions, she And the Shining One said: “All.”
having been sent home two years ago as a hopeles#\s | leaned and watched them, it grew clear to me
case. Scores of doctors have since seermahdrher that each was frantically seeking something, and thjt
case is well known in the profession. Her brotheit was because they sought what they sought with
said that during the later stages of her illness, whesuch singleness of purpose that they were so-inhu
her normal faculties declined, that Dorothy develman to all who hindered them.
oped supenormal faculties and could, for instance, And | said to the Shining One: “What do they
give an account of what was happening to her brotlseek?”
er at a distance from home. And the Shining One made answer: “Happiness.”
Care had to be exercised in speaking of her in “Are theyall seeking Happiness?”
other rooms as she could then hed#though deafto  “All.”

)

those who spoke to her at the bedside. “Have any of them found it?”
An independent statement of the case, for those “None of those have found it?”
who are further interested, may be found inBrL. “Do they ever think they have found it?”

Ash’s Faith and SuggestionMiss Kerin, to the “Sometimes they think they have found it?”
writer's knowledge, is apparently quite well and My eyes filled, for at that moment | caught &
strong today She spoke at a great religious confeglimpse of a woman with a babe at her breast. | sg
ence in the North of England recently and last montthe babe torn from her and the woman cast into|a
delivered a lecture before a London Occult Societydeep pit by a man with his eyes fixed on a shining
“What | know of the dect of prayer as a healing lump that he believed to be (or perchance to contain
factor How | was cured.” It need scarcely be added know not) Happiness.
that Miss Kerin is of a very religious disposition, and And | turned to the Shining One, my eyes blinded:
even during her illness she was so patient and gentfé/ill they ever find it?”

and sufered all things gladly as to quickly endear And He said: “They will find it.”
her to all with whom she came in contact. Miss “All of them?”

Kerin was ofered quite lage sums to appear on the “All of them.”

music-hall stage, but, regarding this as a prostitution “Those who are trampled?”

of the evidence of divine grace, she refused. [ “Those who are trampled?”
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“And those who trample?” And | said to the Shining One: “Does the
“And those who trample.” Whirlwind always set them down again on thes
| looked again, a long time, at what they werehills and in these valleys?”
doing on the hills and in the valleys, and again my And the Shining One made answer: “Not alway$
eyes went blind with tears, and | sobbed out to then these hills or in these valleys.”
Shining One: “Is it God will, or the work of the “Where then?”

v

U

Deuvil, that men seek Happiness?” “Look above you.”
“It is God’s will.” And | looked upAbove me stretched the Milky
“And it looks so like the work of the Devil!” Way and gleamed the stars.
The Shining One smiled inscrutabht does look And | breathed “Oh” and fell silent, awed by what
like the work of the Devil.” was given to me to comprehend.
When | had looked a little longet cried out, Below me they still trampled each other

protesting: “Why has he put them down there to seek And | asked the Shining One. “But no mattef
Happiness and to cause each other such immeaswhere theWhirlwind sets them down, they go on

able misery?” seeking Happiness?”
Again the Shining One smiled inscrutably: “They “They go on seeking happiness.”
are learning.” “And the Whirlwind makes no mistakes?”
“What are they learning?” “The Whirlwind makes no mistakes.”
“They are learning LifeAnd they are learning  “It puts them sooner or latewhere they will get
Love.” what they deserve?”

| said nothing. One man in the herd below held me “It puts them sooner or later where they will get
breathless, fascinated. He walked proudiyd oth  what they deserve.”
ers ran and laid the bound, struggling bodies of liv Then the load crushing my heart lightened, and
ing men before him that he might tread upon therfound I could look at the brutal cruelties that went on
and never touch foot to earth. below me with pity for the crueAnd the longer |

But suddenly a whirlwind seized him and tore hidooked the stronger the compassion grew
purple from him and set him down, naked among And | said to the Shining One: “They act like mer
strangersAnd they fell upon him and maltreated goaded.”

him sorely “They are goaded.”
| clapped my hands. “What goads them?”
“Good! Good!” | cried, exultantly“He got what “The name of the goad is Desire.”

he deserved.” Then, when | had looked a little longécried out
Then | looked up suddenhland saw again the passionately: “Desire is an evil thing.”

inscrutable smile of the Shining One. But the face of the Shining One grew stern and his
And the Shining One spoke quietiffhey all get voice rang out, dismaying me. “Desire is not an ev|l

what they deserve.” thing.”
“And no worse?” | trembled and thought withdrew herself into the
“And no worse.” innermost chamber of my hearill at last | said: “It
“And no better?” is Desire that nerves men on to learn the lessons God

“How can there be any bettefRey each deserve has set.”
whatever shall teach them the true way to “Itis Desire that nerves them.”
Happiness:” “The lessons of Life and Love?”

| was silenced. “The lessons of Life and Love!”

And still the people went on seeking, and ttam Then | could no longer see that they were cruel.
pling each other in their eagerness to fiwad | per  could only see that they were learning. | watche
ceived what | had not fully grasped before, that théhem with deep love and compassion, as one by ope
Whirlwind caught them up from time to time and sethe Whirlwind carried them out of sight. O
them down elsewhere to continue the Search. —Anonymous
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ASTROLOGY

White Light Astrology

HE ESSENCE of spiritual service of development and their reflection in the world of
any kind is performed by the personforms as experience patterrBhe artistic con
who transmutes the negative areas o$ciousness of the paintdor example, is reflected
his own subconscious, strengthens an@ly what is found on his canvases; that of the mus
disciplines his mental faculties, keepscian is manifested by that which comes out of hi
his heart consciousness alive with love power anidhstrument.
seeks always to be perceptive of the best in others.The astrologer also an interpretative artist,
The perception of the actual or potential good irexpresses his consciousness by the way he intgr
others is an ignition which sooner or later makegrets the horoscopes of otheFhe horoscopes are
possible the expression of that godtie essence his instruments—corresponding to the brush; co
of evolutionary progress is the ewanfolding ors, and canvas of the paintand to the violin of
awareness of Gootle as individuals make a con the musician.The astrologés consciousness of
tribution to the progress of humanity as a wholgood corresponds to the composite of the artist|c
when, by regenerate consciousness, we are ableperceptions of the esthetic interpret@spiration
alert others to a recognition of their higher petenis the ignition of all consciousnesses that are
tials for the fulfilment of talents and abilities, aligned to truth and beautyor the astrologethis
health, love, and success in any field of endeavorgnition is made possible when he dms his con
The term “white light” is a symbolized expres sciousness to interpret a horoscope according [to
sion of this consciousnes#/hite is the composite the best of all its potentials. His goal is to alert th
of all color refractions. In its purest form it standsclient to a recognition of his best soul colors an
as a symbol of the vibration of consciousnessoul tones.
which is centered in Godhe refractions of white  The impersonality of the astrologerservice
light may be referred to, or thought of, as soumakes it imperative that when he is at his work, he
qualities corresponding spiritually to the variationdift his consciousness from down-pulling patterns
found in the color spectrum. Each of these colorsf personal feeling and emotiofds a preparatory
manifests the principle of diversity as an exprestechnique for developing this facultye suggest
sion of unity in that each quality has its vibratory meditation on the following mandala: a circle,
ranges from the most primitive, unregeneratdlank except for a dot in the exact cenfinis
aspects to its most regenerate and highly spirituanandala is the most perfectly impersonal repre
ized aspects.Pure white symbolizes perfected cosentation of a horoscope that it is possible to makie.
sciousness. It conveys no experience pattern, emotion patter
The astrologerin his study of horoscopes of nor friction, sorrow or difficulty. The dot in the
human beings, is actually studying, analyzing; syncenter can stand as the purpose of the astrddoge
thesizing, and interpreting vibratory patterns otask. It is one-pointed, condensed, and deckf
soul qualities representing all possible ranges dfated. That purpose is to be a source of spiritug
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enlightenment to the client and when meditatiobecause he projects to people an awareness whjch

on that purpose is itself focused and concentrate$, more and more focused on perfections.
personal down-pullings vanish from the astroltgyer From the abstract design we now begin to app

consciousness. In this way he “white lights” him the white light technique to personal variationg,.

self. We leave the universal pattern to consider pafticl
His next step is to “white light” the client. He lar patterns.

does so by adding to the above mandala the-verti The old admonition, “Charity begins at home,’
cal and horizontal diametefBhe result is the most can be restated in this fornihe development of
abstract and impersonal portrait of a human beinthe white light technique begins with the
that can be madd&his mandala is a picture of the astrologeis meditation on his own chart, which
spiritual consciousness—the central ddte state has the same essential pattern as any other p
of physical incarnation is shown by the crosssons. It is in the particulars that there isfeience
formed by bisecting straight lineBhe enveloping and uniqueness.

circle indicates divine powgrdivine love, and His being an astrologer does not automatically
S

divine wisdom.The mandala pictures a humanexempt him from patterns of personal feelings i
being who is conscious of his spiritual origin andhe form of prejudice, resentment, false pride
the spirituality of incarnation. By meditating onenvy, etc. Howeveras an astrologer he has the
this portrait, the white light awareness of theresponsibility of transcending these negatives 4
astrologer toward the client is unfolded. soon and as completely as possibléis is
In the next step for developing white lightaxiomatic: to the degree that an astrologer remai
awareness the astrologer adds the other diametéipsated in negative reaction patterns, so does |
to the above mandala, completing the twelvefoldimit his interpretative abilities. In that unregener

horoscopical wheellThe mandala now shows that ate state he transposes his own negatives into sim

the client is subject to the same general patterns ibdir patterns which he may find in anotlechart.

experience and relationship that are common to all For example, a male astrologer has become fi
other human being$hese twelve “houses” are the ated on a pattern of aversion to a specific feminin
“rooms” of the world-house in which the compos expression of human life, the result of a past exp
ite entity Humanity lives during incarnation. Each rience. He has never released that frictional feelir

is as necessary as all the others, each has #s pfmom his subconscious. How then can he adequat

ticularized significance in experience, and each ily interpret and psychologically or spiritually solve
a workshop for the creation of greater good on al similar condition which he finds in the chart of
planes of human expression and realization. another maleThere are astrologers who, motivat
The mandala as it now stands gives the essented by deep ges toward self-defense and self-jus
pattern of all horoscope#strologers can daily tification, fail to correctly interpret certain patterns
meditate on it to more clearly and deeply conceiven their charts which others can see at a glafce.
evolutionary purpose in human lifAs a “varia little white light is ugently needed at that point.
tion-expression” of this mandala, each horoscope Generally we astrologers have no filty in
stands a much better chance of being sensitivetyhite-lighting” the twelve houses of the chart.

—_—
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and intuitively interpretedWithout this prepara The houses stand as picturings of basic experience

tion of “White Lighting, the basic pattern” the patterns and, as such, convey a more direct imp¢
astrologer risks mental entanglement among all tr@onal meaning. But some of us seem to have it
complex factors of a natal horoscope. Morepveror certain planets and/or planetary aspaatsy?

since horoscopes represent people, the astrologgéecause each planet is a focus for a type of coE

develops the response of “white lighting” peoplesciousness, some interplanetary relationships pi
automatically when be contacts them in his dailyure the friction and testing of consciousnésfs.
living. This is a natural development from his dailytend to regard as bad, evil, or unfortunate an

white light meditation on the astrological mandalaexperience pattern which ignites our unregenerate
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consciousness levels, thus causing us to experientbe abstract symbol of the fulfilled feminine eon
reactions of painThose which ignite our regener sciousness, the refinements of the soul, the esthet
ate levels of consciousness we interpret as benefic,awareness, the capacity for co-operation, etc.1—
fortunate, and happyhe symbolic composite we to be placed in the house and sign where you haye
call black—euvil, painful, or bad—is to be workedit, the symbol of the sign containinggnus placed
on through the alchemicalizations of regeneratingn the cusp appropriate to your charid so on—
experience and transmuted into white or benefione mandala for each of the other planets.
patterns.Why not, then, learn to perceive the The impression thatis conveyed by each of yot
whiteness inherent in all planetary qualities anglanetary mandalas is that of a pure goéolight
relationships?This comprises the interpretative blazing without hindranceThere are no implied
phase of white light astrology complications or limitations to the ability of the
The whiteness of any planet is the life principleplanet to radiate at its fullest.
which is symbolized by that plandthe diversity Your white light horoscope is the composite of
of expression of any planet is just another way adll your planetary mandalas—heel with your
describing the diversity of expression of humarsigns on the cusps, your planets placed accordipg
consciousnessAccording to your development to the houses and signs in which you have them.
you are aware of these principles; according ttjtilizing the most spiritual principles as keywords
your non-development you are unaware of theiyou now interpret your chart as a picture of th
meaning and significanc&@he purpose of white highest and best that you are capable of experienc
lighting anything is to become more aware of it3ng and realizing in this incarnatioviour chart, in
essential spiritual meaning. this form, is an astrological portrait of your idea
However clearly you, as an astrologer; mayself.
delineate and understand the chart of another per The next step is to abstract a white light man
son, it is suggested that a plan be adopted by whiclala, in the same way as is described above, for
you may become more perceptive of your owreach of your square and/or opposition asp&uts.
whitenessThis plan involves meditation on sever will call these patternaspect mandalas. Do not
al mandalas abstracted from your own chart; onglace the planetary degrees in the aspect mandala
mandala for each of your planethiese mandalas but meditate with spiritual keywords on the twa
will not involve the use of numbers in any formplanets involved. Since each planet in an aspect
since number implies limitation, and whiteness isnandala blazes with the same pure essential light
unlimited. Do not permit a single negative, down+that it does in its own mandala, you are now exef
pulling keyword to be used in these interpretationstising the faculty of synthesis to white light a two-
Use only words which convey levels of spiritual fold pattern. Follow out the same plan in applica
ized consciousness. tion to your compound (involving three planets of
The mandala for your Sun position will be & cir more) aspects.
cle with the twelve houses: the symbol for Leo on After the white light preparation has been made
your Leo cusp; the symbol of the Sun placed in ththe squares and oppositions in your natal chart wijll
house and sign where you have it; the symbol fdve clearly and truthfully seen to be the process ¢f
your Sun sign is placed on its appropriate cusgxperience and reactions to experience by whigh
This is the concentrated picture of your Sun seeyou regenerate your life on all planes. In concly
with white light. Synthesize by spiritual keywordssion, this statement is fefed for your spiritual
every factor of this picture—it is the spiritualizedconsideration: Regeneration of consciousness is rjot
essence of your Sun consciousness: will-powdbor the purpose of making trines for the future; it i$
and purpose, the radiation of creative love. for the purpose of unfolding God-conscioass
Your Venus mandala: a wheel like the abovehrough the expression of your planets aceomydo
with the symbols fofaurus and Libra on the cuspstheir spiritualized white light principles. O
appropriate to your chart; the symbol enus— —Elman Bacher
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RELIGION AND THE PUBLIC REALM

Between Beasts and God

EAR THE BEGINNING of the bonds of human community across the gener
twenty-fourth and last Book of tions. Another human being, a fellow human
Homers lliad, called by Simone being, does not impose upéwchilles whatWell
Weil “the only true epic” theMest called “that interval of hesitation” before one wha
possesses, even the gods—detachad our equal in dignityBrilliant, proud, godlike
as they are in their bliss from all sering—have Achilles...is not a marAcknowledging no limits,
seen enoughAchilles has become inhuman. acting as if he were himself more than human, h
Ignoring our animal nature, our kinship with thebecomes in Homés characterizations less than
beasts, he neither eats nor sleeps. Indeed, since theanan—"like some lion, going his own barbaric
death of his friend and comrade Patroclus the onlyay,” “like inhuman fire raging on through the
food he wants is slaughter of thejans. “You talk  mountain goges / splintedry.”
of food?” he says tdgamemnon, who hasgued Apollo makes the case for putting an end to wha
that the Greek warriors must eat before they returis happening. “Achilles has lost all pity! No shamg

to battle, in the man.'With the help of Zeus, Priam, the aged
Trojan King, comes té\chilles’ tent to plead for
| have no taste for food—whatdally crave the return of the body of his son, Hectior one of

is slaughter and blood and the chokingans of men! the most famous scenes in the history of our ¢
ture, Priam puts to his lips “the hands of the m
He has vowed, indeed, to throw twelve youngvho killed my son” and remind&chilles of the
Trojan warriors on the funeral pyre he will buildbond between the generations. “Remember yo
for Patroclus—a human sacrifice to the memory obwn father great godlikéAchilles.”
his friend.And, of course, he continues to tie the
corpse of Hector to his chariot and drag it three Those wads stired withinAchilles a deep desir

times daily round dead Patroclus. to grieve for his own fatheTaking the old mas’hand
Achilles is inhuman. He cannot acknowledge he gently moved him baoknd overpowesd by memory
the limits of bodily life—in particulgrour mortal both men gave way to grief. Priam wegtelly

ity. He cannot acknowledge that we are less than for man-killing Hectarthrobbing, couching
immortal gods—and that, therefore, our actions befoe Achilles’feet asAchilles wept himself,

must have limits and our lives must recognize now for his fathemow for Patoclus once again,
and their sobbingase and fell thwughout the house.

This article is eprinted with permission dm the January
2002 issue dFirst Things Without drawing on the twin laws

of Rebirth and Consequence, the author gives compellin The gods may live free of such sorrodshilles

reasons forejecting the poliferating technologies that seek 99”5 Priam, but “we wretched men/ live on to beay

to make conditions of birth and death subject to human willsuch torments.”The fact of human mortality
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undegirds the bond of human communi
One generation dies that another may-s
ceed it, though not without a sense of |
and sorrowTo be human is to be born
human parents, to have a place in tHecaf
tive tie that binds together the generation
humankind. —

“So come,”Achilles says to Priam, o
too, old king, must think of food.”g ;
Acknowledging once again his own pla
within society and the limits of his mort
flesh, he eats, sleeps, and takes Briseis, i
restored to him, to his bed. Commenting ¢
the poem, Bernard Knox notes that now B o
last Achilles occupies “mas’ central posi O rec PEACEABLE KINGDOM,
tion between beast and god.” He is no long . The Peaceable Kingdom .
“ S : . . . ~The ancient Jews held that “beast® &ubject to the righteous man.”
godlike” Achilles, nor “some lion, going
his own barbaric wayAnd precisely in being nei dependence that marks our birth to the dependerice
ther, his true humanity—in all its nobilityignity,  that marks our aging and dying/e are mortals,
and pathos—is displayed. not immortals. But we are mortals whose special

Likewise, at the beginning of St. MaskGospel, place in creation—and whose longing for sems
Jesus, as the representative Israelite, and thereféhgng more than this life alone can give—has begn
representative man, is depicted precisely as orwindicated by the triumph of Chridtve must learn
who in his humanity stands between the beasts at@ honor this bodily life without asking of it more
God. Having been baptized by John and declargtlan it can be or &r....
the beloved Son of God, Jesus is driven by the More than thirty years ago Paul Ramsey wrot
Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted bychapter three of hiBatient as Persarirhat chap
Satan—the beginning of his great battle with Satater, titled “On (Only) Caring for the Dying,”
recorded in the Gospednd, St. Mark writes, “he remains one of the classic essays in bioethics.
was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministerethinking self-consciously from within a Christian
to him.” The beasts may be mentioned simply tgerspective, Ramsey noted how our desire to- mgs
accentuate the loneliness of the desert as a placetef death can turn in two, seemingly quite opposite,
testing and struggle, but more probaldg D. E. directions.We may strive to extend life as long as
Nineham suggests, “they are thought of as subjeppssible, or we may decide to aim at death when
and friendly to” Jesus, and, hence, “the passagbe game no longer seems worth the candl
should be under stood against the background &eemingly opposite, these two tendencies within
the common Jewish idea that the beasts are subjettr culture both have their root in that same
to the righteous man.” Cared for by the angelie sefundamental desire to be master of de¥th. will
vants of God, Jesus simultaneously exercise®ld it at bay as long as we can, and we will
Adam’s dominion over the animals. He standsmbrace it when that seems to be the only way lgft
where one who is truly human ought to stand—to assert our masterileither way acknowledges
between the beasts and God. He occupies an “ithe peculiarly “in-between” place that human
between.” beings occupy in the creation.

The story of this true man culminates in a resur “A living dog is better than a dead lion,” sayd
rection of the body—that is, in a vindication of theKoheleth, as if the nobility of human life were to
creation. It teaches us to honor the trajectory dfe only in its durationWhen our goal is simply to
human bodily life from birth to death—from the ward of death, to stay alive as long as possible, we

Biaquayolg zilH Jo ayeisy eq'J Kqé ‘Biaquayolg zii4
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miss an essential element in our humanity—theo live a lie.We are earthlymortal creatures whose
trajectory of bodily life that begins in dependencéeing is, nonetheless, open to Gé are not just
and moves, at the end, once again toward depeanimals—for we are open to GoWe are not
dence and deathVe miss our mortalityPerhaps gods—for we are open to God. Indeed, we ale
more important still, we misdirect the longingnever quite the independent individuals we like tp
buried at the heart of human existence. think we are, as the umbilical cord ought to reming
Our hearts are restless, Stgustine wrote, until  us, and we deceive ourselves if we suppose that
they rest in GodThat is, what the human heartfreedom is the sole truth of human existence. If we
desires is not, simplymore years.That ofers begin with the story of our creation, we have to say
quantity and continuance—which is more of thehat the author of our being has authority over us.
same—when what we desire is something qualitdf we begin with the story of our reconciliation and
tively different. “Whatever has undprne no say “Jesus is Lord,” we have to say with St. Pau|:
change certainly has continuance,” KierkegaartlYou are not your own; you were bought with g
writes, “but it does not have continuity; insofar agrice. So glorify God in your bodyin either case,
the project of mastering death—of aiming at it fo

The project of magtering ourselves or others—is a delusion, embracing ag a
death—of aiming at it good what should be, simplyndegone. Edgarn
- g Shakespeare’King Lear, gets the attitude about

for ourselves or others— right:
is a delusion, embracing
as a good what should be Men must ender
9 J Their going hence, even as their coming hither;
simply , undergone. Ripeness is all

it has continuance, it exists, but insofar as it has notHere again, the temptation to be more thahn
won enduring continuity amid change, it can nohuman may leave us less than hunaking con
become contemporaneous with itself and is eithdrol of dying, taking aim at life, through practices
happily unconscious of this misalignment or is dissuch as euthanasia or assisted suicide, invites ug to
posed to sorrowOnly the eternal can be andignore our shared humanityot all born of human
become and remain contemporaneous with eveparents, not all who share in the bond of humgn
age.” Even were we to master aging and dying, wgenerations over time, will seem equal in digni
would not have achieved the headesire; for the ty—if and when those practices become acceptgd
longing for God is not a longing for more of theamong us.
same, more of this lifeere we simply another  To be equal in dignity it will then not dide to
animal, our good might lie in wardingfofleath be a member of the human community; it will be
and preserving bodily life. But we are not and ithecessary to exercise those capacities of reagon
does not. Standing between the beasts and Gahd will that make mastery possibi¥hat seems
our being opens us to Gotlhe deepest chasm in at first like an expansion of our compassion —fo
our being is our need, not for more years, but fothose who lack these capacities—very quickl
God. becomes a restriction of the scope of human-co
Neither however should we embrace death— munity as they become candidates for elimination.
aim at it for ourselves or others—as if it were arFrom within the human communijtthe full num
unqualified good. “Whose life is it anyway?” | ber of those who occupy that “in-between” placeg,
may ask. “Have | not been making decisions abowt great divide erupts. Some exercise godlike-m
this life of mine for years now? Should | not betery, others (like the beasts) are put out of their
free to end it if | wish?” Such questions come quitenisery
naturally to us, but to give them moral standing is To be human, then, is to learn to live and lov
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within limits—the limits of our embodied, mortal = ="
life, the limits of those whose being opens to Goc * -
It is to acknowledge, honoand esteem the paric _
ular place between the beasts and God—that v
occupy in the creation. One need not, howevef]
contemplate for long the vision of humanity | have:
been developing before a certain probleng*®
inescapably arisesTo accept—even fifm and |
honor—such limits in our coming hither and ourg
going hence is to accept fring we might possi ¥
bly relieve. It is to admit that there is good wes
might in our freedom accomplish which we shoulczg
not attempt, because what we do counts for eve
more than what we accomplish. ‘The Fates hay
given mortals hearts that can endufgdllo says,
addressing the gods togae thatAchilles’ inhu-
manity must be stoppedchilles must somehow
come to accept the meaning of mortal life, the lim
its that must be endured—not because we a
unable to transcend them, but because we oug
not. Can it be right to accept limits even on thy
good we might accomplish?
One response, of course, and it is a perfectl™ o ontined copper, c. 1603-04, Adam Elsheimer, National Galleres of Scotland
legitimate one, is to note that V.Ve may find OIherAs the first Crrrg?iiomgﬁ;éi?)ﬂégg?gﬁor his belief. But,
morally acceptable Ways_ t_o rel'e\_/e fa_ui‘ng an(_j as Max Heindel observes, “if margom can unlock a heav
do good.To the degree this is possible in any giveren with eternal bliss, that is a most easy method of obtair
instance, we have every reason to be glad and |inE the Evytaelld- rg gggutgkz fggtlli(/aéngtﬁugizb ggtpzfa?r églrtit
reason to oppose it. BUt _S|m_ply to take refu_ge ”:3 gtseg]hg]é’ myartydom, Ie%rn of Christ to die daily Tl
such hopes and possibilities is to make our life fa.
too easyWe have to reckon with the fact that hon Christian.” For that average believer did not douh
oring the limits of our “in-between” condition may that Gods grace had been spectacularly displaydd
mean there is good which, in our freedom, wén the courage of the martyrd/hat he was likely
might accomplish but which we neverthelesgo doubt, howeverwas whether such heroism
decline to do. Can that possibly be reasonable? could possibly be displayed in his own less-dr3
Discussing some sermons of Stigustine (first matic and more humdrum day-to-day existence.
preached probably in the year 397 but newly disAnd so,Augustine points “away from the current
covered in only 1990), Peter Brown notes thapopular ideology of the triumph of the martyrs tg
Augustine was often required to preach at festivaldie smaller pains and triumphs of daily life.”
of the martyrsThis was a time when the cult of the An example of how he does this is quite instrug
martyrs was of profound importance to the averaggéve for our purposes. “God has many martyrs i
Christian, for persecution was still a very recensecret,’Augustine tells his hearers. “Some times yo
memory The martyrs were the great heroes, thaghiver with fever: you are fightinyou are in bed:
“muscular athletes” and “triumphant stars” of theit is you who are the athlete.” Brown comments:
faith. But, Brown suggests, one can segustine
quite deliberately making the feasts of the martyrs Exquisite pain accompanied much late-
“less dramatic, so as to stress the daily drama of Roman medical &atment. Furthermaey,
God's workings in the heart of the average everyone,Augustine included, believed that
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amulets povided by skilled magicians...did criticized for ignoring the layer good while

indeed potect the suffer—»but at the cost of  “minding his own business,” for he simply dodsn’

relying on supernatural powers other than know that lager goodWe can imagine a world in

Christ alone. They workedoTneglect them  which the overall good is very important but alsg

was like neglecting any other form of medi very complex, far too complex for any individual

cine. But the Christian must not use them. agent always to be sure of how his work -con

Thus, for Augustine to liken a Christian tributes to achieving itAnd we can also imagine

sickbed to a scene of mardgm was not a  that the supervisor in clge of this supremely

strained comparison. important but very complex project is able to fore
see problems and deal with egpencies, is fair in

Here is a vision of life—and a rather noble onéhis supervision, and is good—"“too good ever t
at that—for which “minimize sdéring” is not the assign any duties that would be improper from an
only or the primary imperative. It directs our atten point of view” That world, imagined as a cooper
tion not just to what we do or accomplish, but alsative endeavor with God as that uniquely qualifie
to the kind of people we are. supervisoris the Divine Corporation.

A number of years ago, the philosopher J. B. Changing from a workplace metaphor to a mor
Schneewind wrote an article with the seeminglyiterary one, we might think of these agents a
puzzling title, ‘The Divine Corporation and the characters in a playrhey know the part given
History of Ethics.” In it he sketched a way ofthem, and each must play it in his own wBwut
understanding an ethic—the traditional, receivedone of them is the dramatist or directand none
Christian ethic—in which ong’moral responsibil of them knows how the plot of the play is to be sa
ities are always limitedTo be sure, Schneewind isfactorily worked outThis is our situatior\Ve are

did this in part for the sake of explaining how mod not the author but characters in the story—und¢

ern moral philosophy had developed by turninguthority C. S. Lewis put the metaphor this way:
away from that received ethic. But to understand it
is to comprehend something of the vision of our We do not know the play\e do not even know
humanity | have been unfolding. whether we a in Act | or Act V e do not
Think of our world as a cooperative endeavor know who a@ the major and who the minor
created, ordered, and governed by God. In it, as incharacters. Thé&uthor knows....That it has a
any cooperative endeayqgrarticipants play their  meaning we may be yrbut we cannot see it.
roles, carry out the tasks assigned them, and in soWhen it is oveiwe may be told. &are led to
doing join together to produce a good which none expect that thduthor will have something to
of them could have produced alone. No one partic say to each of us on the part that each of us
ipant is responsible for achieving the good of the has played. The playing it well is what matters
whole or the best overall good possible; yet, the infinitely.
work of each is ordered toward that good. Sometimes
individual agents will see more or less clearly how Whichever metaphor we prefetris clear that if
their tasks are related to the overall good, and iGod recedes as a governing, directing, authori
such cases they will need to take that into courgresence whose responsibility it is to see to th
and could perhaps be criticized if they simplygood of the whole or work out the plot of the
ignored the general good while noting that theylay, then human responsibility correspondingly
had fulfilled their assigned taskt such moments increases and intensifiehat, as Schneewind sug
they need to act creatively in ways that are not singests, is the story of modern moral philosoptig

ply given in any role. common, and for certain purposes quite helpful, to

There may be other times, howevemen an contrast the approaches of Bentham and Kant,
individual cannot really see the dg@r good his see in them the two quite tifent normative paths
assigned duty serves. In such cases, he cannot-be&onsequentialist and deontological—moder
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moral philosophy has taken. But in another way
seen against the background of the Diving
Corporation, they are quite simildracking either
Nature or Nature' God to supervise and direct thal
Divine Corporation, our moral responsibility §
increases. It becomes our task to determine aj
achieve the overall good or to find principles of
action that can be willed universally
Suppose a child is born with severe physical ¢
mental defects. Suppose someondessifgreatly
while dying. Who bears responsibility for that?
Who must somehow make it good? In somethin
like the Divine Corporation, model God is finally
responsible. Hence, we have centuries of reflectic
on theodicy But if God, that uniquely qualified
supervisoris eliminated from the picture, either no
one is to blame or we are. Either no author is :
work bringing the plot of this story to a satisfacto
ry conclusion, or we will have to sit down at the
word processor and assume that divine authori
responsibility There is no need for theodicy any
longer as if we needed assurance that God wou
work things outThe need, ratheis that we should
see ourselves as responsible for making thing . S e
Work Out.And SO, we are tempted tO Step Out Of oul - -Created by Ariel Agemian eiclusively Tor the-Confratt?rnity”ofthe Precious Blood
“inbetween’ place, to fet hat as we seek to be CHSIANE <€ calen o oon n buator’ (em 5 16
more than human we may become less than humég)_ Theefore, in Thomas & Kempishitation of Christ does
We can see a practical illustration of this if we Christ speak to His disciple: “Son, suffer me to do with theg
consider the widespread—indeed, now almost roLwhat I will; I know what is pest for thee.’O'Buffer'is to endey,
tine—practice of prenatal screening of infants ir28;rtlotr:‘éndégtﬁl{f&f&igfﬁgf&%gﬂ?ﬁghk'/';zrﬂ?atr‘
the womb. Suppose we decline to screen and a
child is born with defectsAnd suppose we no love—to say to our children, to the next gererg
longer can say with the psalmist, “Return, O Lordtion, “It's good that you existAnd once again,
How long?/ Have pity on thy servants!” If we areinstead of equal human dignity for all born of
not simply cooperators in and with a power greatenuman parents, we will see a fundamental divide
than our own, we are the life-givers, who beaerupt among us: some will bear a quasi-divin
responsibility for the quality of the life we give. If responsibility Others, whose lives do not meet ouf
we merely cooperate with a power greater than owtandards, will be put out of their miseBetter
own, our task is to benefit as best we can the lifperhaps to learn to fain and honor our peculiar
this child hasWhen we become the life-givers, we place between the beasts and God.
may be asked to decide whether it is a benefit to In accepting our limits, we accept the fact that
have such a life. there may be stdring which could be relieved but
Reaching that high, we may fall into a state leseught not. Ought not because there is no right way
than human. For in accepting such responsibilitypo fittingly human wayto do so.This does not
for the next generation, in allowing ourselves evemean, howevethat those who si€r do so alone.
to suppose that it could be a fitting role for humarQuite the contraryOliver O’'Donovan, noting how
beings, we lose the fundamental human capacity suffering has become almost unintelligible for us
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has helpfully distinguished between compassion But perhaps those are not the gods we need if v
and sympathy*Sympathy is the readiness to suf are to be fully human, fpliving free of sorrows,
fer with others and enter into the dark world ofthey do not promise true sympathyhis is most
their griefs. Compassion is the determination tstrikingly apparent when Hector confroAtshilles,
oppose suéring; it functions at arms’length, bas terrible in his power and angemdAthena comes
ing itself on the rejection of siafring rather than to Hector in the guise of his brother Deiphobug
the acceptance of it.” Since we cannot imagine supromising to help him in the fight. “Come, let us
fering as our own willed project, and since westand our ground together—beat him back.”
have come to suppose that all moral order has its
ground in our W|", SLfEring must’ by definition’ be “DEiphObUS!"—HECtO[ his helmet flashing, called out
morally unintelligible We can interpret it only as a to her—
defeat, though we may live to fight another.day “dearest of all my bwthers, all these warring years,

For Christians, the ills to which this mortal of all the sons that Priam and Hecubaguced!
human life is subject, the dafings we bearare, Now I'm determined to praise you all the mor
asWilliam E May has put it, “real, but not ulti ~ you who daed—seeing me in these straits—
mate.” They are real, sometimes terrible, and we to ventue out fom the walls, all for my sake,
must oppose them as best we can within the limits While the others stay inside and cling to safety
appropriate to creatures such as we are. But we : .
cannot possibly take their measure rightly if, as H_ectqr hurls his spearbut it glances of
May puts it, we “cannot believe that the decisivéA‘ChIIIes shield.
powers in the universe could possibly do anything pe stood thee, cast down...
worthwhile in and through the defing” we and he had no spear ireserve. So Hector shouted out
others undegyo. However deep and profound our 4 peiphobus bearing his white shield—with a ringing
suffering, “the Fates have given mortals hearts that gyt
can endure.That is, though sééring and dying he called for a heavy lance—
are a great crisis of this bodily life, the very deep pyt the man was nowrenear him,
est problem is the isolation and abandonment they snished—
seem to bring. yes and Hector knew the truth in his heart

Hence, if we are to endure, we need from others | ihought he was at my side, the di@eiphobus—
not just compassion but sympathy—that readiness pes safe inside the walls ...
to “enter into the dark world” of the dafer And
if we are to make sense of our humand the Rather diferent is the picture we find in Mag’
heavy yet limited responsibility we beathe Gospel. In that storyt is not too strong to say that
Divine Corporation will need more than just aGod dies outside the walls of the ¢isharing the
uniquely qualified supervisorThat supervisor mortality that marks human life. It is of the deag

might be capable of compassion, but we will neethan on the cross that the centurion says, in the

sympathy Gospels climactic statement: fTly this man was
When, in that most famous of scenes, Priarthe Son of God.This God does not live free of
comes tAAchilles in his tent and they give way to sorrows. He accepts the mortality that marks ot

their common griefAchilles says: own “in-between” place—and is therefore also on
of us.
Let us put our griefs tcest in our own hearts, In a world governed by such a God, we can fin
rake them up no mer raw as we a with mourning. and accept our place, we can live out the role give
What good to be won fim tears that chill the spirit? us in faith and hopeWe can, that is, ourselves
So the immortals spun our lives that we, wetgired men become fully human. O
live on to bear such torments—the gods liee &f sorows —Gilbert Meilander
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BOOK REVIEWS

Happiness and Contemplation

FYOU WANT to breeze through a book, orto have.The very act of seeing is a form of pos
have a relaxing, entertaining read, skip ovesessing or havingWWe begin to know the world
Josef Piepées Happinessand Contemplation  first by seeing, by observing. Nature in space |
(St. Augustines Press, Inc., South Bend, Inintrospected in human inner “space.” Seeing and
1979, translated from the German in 1998)loving are closely related. Scripture says, no orje
Of course, such “fast-fix” requirements would alschas seen God at any timét Philip asks Christ to
cause one to bypass Max HeinddRosicrucian  show him the Father and Jesus answers, “he that
Cosmo-Conception. Piepefs slim book makes hath seen me hath seen the Fathigut more to
demands of the reademd generously rewards thethe point, Jesus says “Have | been so long time
effort, for this work is clearly the result of much with you and yet hast thou nkihown me?” Philip
contemplation and glows with the feligityoerat  saw Jesus, he did not see Christ. Peter saw Chr|st.
ing insight, and quiet authority that result from itsJohnknew Christ. Knowing is the “noblest form of
regular practice. possession.” Knowledge is permanently ours, and
Being deeply influenced byhomasAquinas, in areal sense, we are permanently what we know
the great rationalizer and apologist of Christian When do we know something completeiyhen
doctrine and faith, Piepertrain of thought is rea we love it, not with the love blinded by self-inter
sonable, systematically progressing toward itest, but with the love that perfectly “see3rue
goal, much in the way that Max Heindel suggestknowledge is conscious co-inherence, even identity
the exercise in concentration should be conductedf knower and known. Happy is the man who seqs
His example is to trace the development of a matalvhat he loves. Can one love God and not see God?
stick from its original state as the seed of a tree. INo. For God is loveTo loveisto see God. How
the case under discussion, the object of contempldoes contemplation fit into all this? Contemplatior
tion is happines®nd vague as this concept/adn gives knowledge of the beloved object. Contemplatign
tion may be, the treatment of it is anything but vagues silent perception of realityt is not thinking but
And what is happiness? Some say they cannaituition. Intuition is knowledge of what is present|
define it, but know it when thegxperience it. For Intuition derives from the word meaning to look at
Pieper happiness means attaining “the wholéMe look in the heart, from the heart, with heart. Si.
good.” Which is what? God HimselThe human John is sometimes depicted with his head resting
spirit is, by virtue of its nature, insatiable—until it on the heart of Jesus. John knows that | and the
partakes of that which is both whole and withoufather are one. John knows wherein lies happi
limit. Happiness is aesult of acting and doing. ness. It is in the contemplation, the seeing, the
Threefundamental propositions apply to the attainbeing in the presence of, being consciousiited
ment of happiness: It means perfection; perfectiowith God. Loving means to desire the belot@de
means realization; realization comes by acting. happy Happiness breathes in intuition, in the
All human endeavoreven consciousness itself, world of life spirit, the home world of Christ.
is based on and actuated by the desire to possess, —C.W.
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH

Digesto-Sura

HETHER YOU ARE sick, and ous—mentallymorally, and physically

want to get well, or you are well  There is only one objection to this medicine, it i$
and want to keep in good health,exceedingly distasteful to most people; but it i$
you will find the following pre  guaranteed as a sure cure which will benefit whom-

scriptions fine.*They are guar ever takes it systematically time it will cure any
anteed to cure all the ills that ever flesh was heir talisease and it will add years to dour life.
and they are so harmless that an overdose, no matWhoever uses this tonic will need no other meg

ter howlarge, cannot hurt. Moreoviewhile most icine under ordinary conditions, but there are a feyv

medicines lose their fefct in time because the sys special cases where a specific may help.
tem becomes used to them, these prescriptions are

so inherently dicient that they work like magic Optimismus Tablets

every time they are taken. Besides, the cost of theThese tablets are the most wonderful “Anti:
ingredients are within the reach of the slenderestorry” specific in the worldThey are made of
purse, and we have not patented them, so anyotweo parts “Faith” and one part “Hope,” well

may make them up in quantities to suit. kneaded in a bowl of “Honest féft.” No matter
how bad the attack, they will cure it, and repeate
Digesto-SuraTable Tonic doses will soon prevent recurrences.
1 Part “Care” to 2 Parts “Spare” Worry never helps, it only hinders by dissipating

Mix thoroughly and use freely with every meal.enegy. If disaster seems unavoidable, put you
Carewill govern your selection of food so that youfaith in God, make every honesfat to avoid it
eat to build your bodyrather than to please the and let hope cheer yotihe cloud which hides the
palate, which is perverted in most people nowaSun may be black, but on the side, which you d
days.When you have usddigesto-Surdor some not see, the Sun still shines. God still lives, and th
time, it will become normal and you will enjoy the sooner you reach out and rend the veil of worry
food. Then the legitimately pleased palate will aidthe sooner you shall see His face.
in the digestion of your food. An attack of “Blues” is more easily dispelled if

The Spae keeps you from overeating and there you take a double dose Dfgesto-Surathat is, eat
by sharpens your appetite, so that while you eahore carefully and sparinglyor the state of the
less you digest better and thus you get ever sbigestive apparatus has an influence on the tef
much more good out of your food. Consequentlyperament, which is little realized.
the sick who use this tonic regain health at an
amazing rate, and the well become more vigor Temperitis Tablets

These tablets are made of equal parts ¢

*This unpublished piece of Max Heindeliriting, outside “Kindness.” “Considerateness.” and “Self-esteem

its appearance in the November 19R&ys shows him in

wry form as ionist and humorist. For what ails one, hepr Well mixed. They are used as a preventative

scribes good behavigtiaken as tablets, tonics, or daily food. by dissolving in “Water of Humility” and taking
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frequent hypodermic injections in the region of theéem to such a degree that it cannot properly dige"st
heart. the food, and by abstaining from food for a shoit
None among us is so perfect that he does not period, the body has time to throwf dfie poison.
times need the forbearance of oth#ve.should be It is then ready to assimilate food and repair the
as willing to bear with others as we are to receivevaste caused by the tempBut food taken before
their forbearance. If we could see ourselves as otthe tempeipoison has been eliminated serves only
ers see us when in a fit of temper and realize t further clog and poison the body
what degree we lose their respect by such an exhi No food is less healthful than food which we
bition, we would soon refrain. cannot assimilate, and under certain conditions pf
There is no better way to break a child of tempemind and body he who values health ought tp
than to put it in a corner where it is forced to lookabstain from food. Fatigue poisons the body only
into a mirror and see itself. If the same treatmenb a lesser degree than worry and temaed food
could be applied to grown-up children it wouldeaten when the body is tired does not assimilate
soon cure them also. Hurry also interferes seriously with digestion
But apart from the ethical side, temper has and anyone who wishes to maintain or regain
very disastrous &fct on health and should be health should not allow circumstances to stand In
avoided by all means. Following a fit of temperthe way of leisure at meals. Pleasant conversatipn
and in addition to theTemperitis &blets the of a light, but not frivolous, nature should be the
patient should take only thBigesto-Sura dble “spice,” and by cultivating congeniality in our
Tonic for the next meal or two, according to theselves we shall bring it out in others, to the mutua
severity of the attacklhe temper poisons the sys benefit of all concerned. O

Occult Principles of Health and Healing

by Max Heindel

Some of the most valuable truths about the
origin, functions and proper care of man’s
vehicles to be found on the printed page. OCCULT PRINCIPLES

OF HEALTH AND HEALING

Please order
on page 64

M ax Heindel, a trained clairvoyant, dili-
gently investigated the real causes of
physical and mental disorders in the super-
physical worlds.

Max Heindel

Reveals that man is a complex being, pos-
sessing a Dense Body, used to fetch and
carry; a Vital Body, specializing energy from
the Sun; a Desire Body, the emotional nature; “A treasue chest of valuablenformation.”
and a Mind, the link between the threefold

Spirit and threefold Body. “An indispensable addition to the

libraries of all those who ae concerned

: : . : with the true art of healing.”
Postulates that disease is a manifestation of

ignorance, and points the way to perma-  New Eighth Edition. 244 pages. Indexed
nent health by giving fundamental facts nec- ~ Paper Published by The Rosicrucian
essary for intelligent, constructive living. Fellowship.
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HEALING

Releasing Our Inner
Powers

EALLY OPTIMISTIC, for-
ward-looking individuals enjoy
good health and radiate chec
and joy constantlythus produe
Ing an invigorating atmospherg
that is pleasant and beneficial to all they-cg
tact. Such healthywell-balanced individuals
attract good to themselves continually a
pass it on to their fellows through the warmt

friendliness, and charm of their own virile person New knowledge along these lines and a greatg
alities. Their cheery dispositions, force of charac and more widespread understanding, appreciatign

ter, tolerance of the opinions of others, and readgnd use of the hidden potentialities and powers
appreciation of the good qualities and achievethe human mind will revolutionize life on earth.
ments of their fellows, render such individuals arOut of the increasingly wise handling thereof will
asset to any community and a real inspiration aneiventually emee more abundant health, happi
help to those about them. ness, and prosperity for the whole human rdge.
At the same time, the sane, optimistic outlook of —V. May Cottrel
these people enables them to discern brightness
even in the midst of gloom and to visualize a Visible Helpers are just as necessary as Invisib|

happy outcome though in @dult and distressing Helpers, and our friends and patients may share|i
situations. a high privilege, as well as add much to the power

Truly wise men and women refuse to allowof liberated healing force, by joining us in praye
themselves to be misled by mere outward appeadfior the sick. Our Healing Service is held every
ances into a belief in evilherefore their minds evening in the Healinglemple at 6:30 (7:30 when
remain clear and their thoughts lucid and construd®aylight time is in &iect) and in the Pro-Ecclesia
tive under conditions that would overcome lesst 4:15 BM. when the Moon is in a cardinal sign on
positive souls. the following dates:

These more fuIIy_QvoIved people are enabled to September.............. 58 159929
alter adverse conditions, both for themselves and

i C e October........ccooeveviiviiin 6—12—19—27
others, with surprising ease and rapidithis is

due to the fact that by establishing faith, hope, and Relax, close your eyes, and make a mental picture

confidence in their conscious minds, they havef the pure white rose in the center of the Rosiaru
released latent forces that are immensely produEmblem on the west wall of our Pro-Ecclesia, an
tive of good in their lives and fairs. concentrate on Divine Love and Healing.
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FOR CHILDREN

The Discontented Spark

Aiobai9 uely Aq sAey ay) Joj slomue feulbuQ

CH A STRANGE THING happened what it was.The gnomes, who work with the coal,

that | must tell you about it. Deep, verywere talking with the sunbeam¥ou see, they

eep in the earth there are rich coal bedsnderstand each other perfectiis is what the

r mines.You knew that, did’you? Wisest Gnome said:

ou didnt? Really2Well, now you do, “Deep down in the earth is a discontented spafk

and some day | will tell you all about these coabf light, always saying, “Do let me out! I'm tired
beds, but not todayor our story is about some of being imprisoned. | want to be let out. I'm sO
thing quite diferent. cramped in this black, black coal. Do let me out,
Some one who has very sharp ears one day ovellease! please! | donbelong here, for I'm a spark
heard a conversation, and | am going to tell yoof light. Why should | be shut up in the dark? Oh
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do let me out! How much longer do | have to sta
here?”

The sunbeams danced and played about whe
the Wisest Gnome was sitting. “Do stop dancing
for a few minutes, Merry Sunbeam,” said the
Wisest Gnome to one of the sprightliest of them
“The Spark must be some relation of yours. Let u
see if we can think of some way to help this pog
little shut-in. How do you suppose a spark of ligh
ever got inside a coal bed anyway? But since it
there, maybe we can get it out.”

Merry Sunbeam, always so bright, said:iS@st
Gnome, dort’you know that we are all sparks of
light from the great Sun Spirit, just appearing ir
different shapes and forms and ways? Some of t
sparks, like the sunbeams, shine by, adyile the
moonbeams and starbeams shine by night. Some
hidden away out of sight altogetharthe hearts of
mortals, and in the flowers; some even hide i
stones and rocks, and yes, even in the black, blag
coal. But they all belong to the great Sun Spirit
Always, without fail, when the right time comes,
the sparks are all released from their hiding place

“Now, Wisest Ghnome, please, hurry down,” said
Merry Sunbeam, “and comfort the discontente
Spark. Just tell it to be a little patient. It will be hid
den away for only a little time—maybe a hundrec
years or so, but thathot very long. Some day the
coal will be discovered by human beings ant
brought up to the light of dayight up out of the
earth altogetheiThen some crisp cold day the coa
will find itself in a wonderful fire, all red and
glowing, and out of it will come the Spark. It will
fly straight up to the sun and be gathered bad
again with the sunbeams, and it will shine an
shine and shinelhen it will dance with the sun
beams on the trees and flowers and be merry a
bright.”

Again Merry Sunbeam spoke, whispering very
low: “So pleaseWisest Gnome, do tell the Spark
not to be discontented any more, but to be hopeft
Some day it will be released from the black, black
coal and be a beautiful spark of lighthd do tell it
never to foget that even though it is hidden deey
down in the earth, it is still a spark of light from the
great Sun Spirit, the giver of light and life.” [

—Grace Swensen

Doctor Know-All

A poor farmer named Crabb was once taking
a load of wood in a cart drawn by two oxen.He
sold it to a doctor and, seeing how prosperous
the man was, asked him if it was difficult to join
his profession.”Not at all,” said the doctor.“just
sell your oxen and buy a fine suit of clothes and
have a sign made that says ‘Dr. Know-All" and
hang it outside your door. Also buy an ABC
book with a picture of a rooster in it.” Crabb fol-
lowed his advice and his practice prospered.

One day there came to Crabb a duke whose
money had been stolen. He asked the doctor
to come to his castle and help him find the
thieves. The doctor consented and went with
his wife. When they arrived, they sat down to
dinner. A servant came in with a dish, and
Crabb said to his wife,“Here is the first,” mean-
ing the first course. The servant, however,
thought that the doctor was pointing him out
as the first thief, which he indeed was.

When a second servant approached bearing
a covered platter, the doctor said, “Here is the
second,” and the servant thought his secret
was known, for he was guilty as well. Then the
duke asked the doctor if he could tell him what
was in the covered platter.”O, wretched Crabb!”
moaned the doctor, certain his ignorance
would be discovered.The duke was amazed, for
crabs were indeed the dish being served!

Then the doctor took out his ABC book.”And
now | will tell you where your stolen money is
hidden,” he said as he began to thumb through
the pages. But he was unable to find the pic-
ture of the rooster and, losing his temper, cried,
“Come out, come out, | know you're in there!”
Now it happened that a third servant was hid-
ing in a closet and, thinking the game was up,
came out with the money and confessed all, as
did the other two servants.

The fame of Dr. Know-All soon spread
throughout the country, and little Crabb, who
had been so poor, lived in comfort for the rest
of his life. 0

—Brothers Grimm, adapted by James Spero
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